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Bullying  strike  action  will  win  no  favours  or  change,  Blunkett  tells  NUT  militants 

Labour  warns  off  teachers 


John  Carvel 

Education  Editor 


LABOUR  yesterday 
delivered  a sharp 
warning  to  teach- 
ers that  a Blair 
government  will 
never  succumb  to 
industrial  action  aimed  at 
“bullying”  the  party  into 
adopting  more  radical  poli- 
cies than  those  it  is  convinced 
will  secure  victory  at  the  gen- 
eral election. 

David  Blunkett,  the  shadow 
education  and  employment 
secretary,  launched  a head-on 
offensive  against  leftwingers 
at  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers  conference  in  Har- 
rogate — the  gathering  at 
which  he  was  jostled  and 
abused  two  years  ago  at  the 
start  of  his  drive  to  distance 
the  party  from  professional 
interest  groups. 

“We're  not  looking  for  con- 
flict with  the  teaching  profes- 
sion . . . but  we  will  be  govern- 


ing for  the  whole  nation.  We 
will  not  tolerate  division  or. 
bullying  or  threats,  not  sim- 
ply from  those  who  attend 
union  conferences  but  from 
anyone  who  has  a vested 
interest  in  any.  party  of  our 
country,”  he  mid. 

Tony  Blair  last  night  »i«» 
insisted  he  would  stand  firm 
against  the  unions,  warning 
them:  ‘TU  simply  say  ‘NoV’ 

“Actually,  we’ve  been  very 
good  at  doing  that  when  we 
need  to  do  that,”  he  told 
Kiz-sty  Young  in  an  interview 
for  Channel  5’s  first  full- 
length  evening  news  pro- 
gramme. 

Mr  Blunkett  was  respond- 
ing to  conference  resolutions 
threatening  industrial  action 
to  change  Labour  policy  to 
secure  reduced  rfaap  sizes  and 
the  abolition  of  grammar 
schools,  performance  league 
tables  and  the  Office  for  Stan- 
dards in  Education,  which  is 
much  hated  by  teachers.  Blit 
his  remarks  carried  a wider 
resonance  about  Labour’s 


determination  not  to  be  in 
hock  to  any  union  or  interest 
group. 

At  a press  conference  he  , 
said  Labour  distinguished  be- 
tween strikes  as  a legitimate 
measure  of  last  resort  for 
trade  unions  to  press  griev- 
ances about  their  conditions 
of  service,  and  industrial 
action  taken  to  force  a change 
in  government  policy. 

There  was  not  a democracy 
in  the  world  that  barred  all 
strikes.  “But  there  is  no  place 
whatever  for  strike  action  in 
terms  of  government  policy 
on  admissions  or  inspection 
or  the  rigour  of  testing  ...  I 
don’t  think  that  withdrawing 
your  labour  and  leaving  chil- 
dren without  a teacher  assists 
in  raising  standards  or  rais- 
ing the  esteem  of  the  tubing 
profession."  he  said. 

“Our  job  is  to  ensure  that 
every  child  in  every  school  is 
given  the  opportunity  that  in 
the  past  has  been  confined  to 
a few.  However  important 
they  think  they  are,  they  win 
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not  stand  in  the  way  of  me 
and  my  colleagues  delivering 
the  changes  to  improve  the 
education  system.” 

Gillian  Shephard,  thp  Edu- 
cation. and  Employment  Sec- 
retary, said  the  militant  reso- 
lutions agreed  by  the  NUT 


were  the  real  voice  of  Labour. 
‘Tm  sure  what  we  would  see 
if  Labour  were  elected  is  that 
Labour  would  reap  what  they 
have  sown  over  the  years.” 
The  party  had  opposed  all  the 
Conservative  education 
changes,  as  bad  »m-  Liberal 
Democrats,  she  said. 

Ian  Lang,  the  Trade  and  In- 
dustry Secretary,  dismissed 
Mr  Blunkett’s  assurances. 
“This  shows  that  Labour  is 

impotent  in  the  fi»re  of  itninn 

behaviour.  They  will  do  noth- 
ing to  safeguard  the  educa- 
tion of  our  children  if  that 
risks  upsetting  th*  unions 
who  give  them  cash  for 
favours,’!  he  said. 

In  spite  of  Mr  HLonketfs  ro- 
bust message,  he  got  a stand- 
ing ovation  from  more  than 
half  the  delegates  and  no  trou- 
ble from  the  rest  This  was 
due  In  part  to  a passionate 
conclusion  in  which  he  defied 
critics  to  chaiiengs  his  per- 
sonal commitment  to  improv- 
ing education. 

Hie  pointed  to  the  six  years 


he  had  spent  at  evening 
classes  to  secure  qualifica- 
tions for  university  admis- 
sion and  time  spent  teaching 
at  the  heart  of  the  South 
Yorkshire  coalfield  to  help 
youngsters  who  were  too  eas- 
ily written  off  by  the  educa- 
tion system. 

“When  my  own  children 
went  Into  an  inner-city  com- 
prehensive with  very  low  aca- 
demic standards.  I deter- 
mined we  would  liberate  the 
children  we  represent  from 
the  pest  dogma  »»d  fighting 
about  the  elite  succeed  ing  and 
the  rest  being  written  off 

“Anyone  who  -doubts  my 
commitment  to  iwnng  the 
standards  of  education  needs . 
to  take  me  on  personally  in 
terms  of  what  they  have  done 
and  what  I have  done.” 

Mr  Blunkett  also  wan  ap- 
plause for  pledges  to  scrap  the 
nursery  voucher  ticheme  dur- 
ing the  first  term  of  a Labour 
government  and  to  reduce 
class  sizes  for  five  to  seven- 
year-olds  to  a matimum  of  90. 


“This  is  the  start  of  a process 
of  recognition  that  class  size 
really  does  matter,”  he  said. 

Doug  McAvoy,  the  NOT 
general  secretary,  welcomed 
these  proposals  but  warned 
that  the  union  reserved  the 
right  to  take  industrial  action 
in  defence  of  the  education 
needs  of  the  pupils  as  well  as 
members’  pay  and  conditions. 

“We  will  fight  to  retain  that 
right  That  is  not  a union 
seeking  to  bully  or  threaten. 
It  Is  a union  saying  we  believe 
in  our  policies,  we  believe 
they  are  the  best  for  chil- 
dren." he  said. 

Mr  Blunkett  took  a farther 
step  to  identify  Labour  with 
traditional  methods  of  educa- 
tion when  he  recommended 
that  children  not  use  calcula- 
tors at  school  until  they  were 
eight  “Mental  arithmetic  is  a 
key  fikiTT  which  fthilrim-n  must 
learn.  They  must  also  under- 
stand the  basis  an  which  the 
calculations  are  being  made.” 


IVI  whale,  was  last  night 
mooredtoa  rope  in  the 
Firth  ofForth  as  the  au- 
thorities ponder^  who  • 
would  act  as  undertaker  to 
the  50ft  corpse  (left),  writes 
Er  lend  (Houston. 

The  40-ton  sperm  whale 
ran  ontoflnck  and  water 
around  noon  low  tide,  12 
days  after  it  first  arrived  In 
the  estuary . It  died  an  hour 
after  becoming  stranded  on 
mud  at  Airth,  said  Alex  Kil- 
gonr  of  the  Deep-Sea  World. 

A beached  whale  normally 
dies  rapidly  because  of  the 
weight  an  its  organs  once  it 
no  longer  has  buoyancy.  Ex- 
perts will  now  decide  how  to 
dispose  ofMoby.  One  likely 
solution  Is  a discreet,  dyna- 
mited disposal  at  sea. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  MURDO  MACLEOD 
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Scots  Tories  accused  of  forcing  chairman  out 


Same  price 
applies  on 

April  2nd. 
£995. 


Hirst  told  to  quit  over  dossier 
which  did  not  exist,  say  friends 


La  wreoca  Ponegan 

THE  Conservative  Party 
In  Scotland  was  in 
virtual  meltdown  last 
night,  with  senior  officials 
being  accused  of  “forcing”  its 
former  chairman  out  of  office 
under  false  pretences,  and 
rumours  of  an  impending 
coup  against  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Michael  Forsyth. 

Friends  of  Sir  Michael 
Hirst,  who  resigned  as  the 
Scottish  party  chairman  on 
Saturday  after  admitting  to 
■•past  indiscretions”  in  his 
private  life,  claimed  party 
officials  had  falsely  told  him  a 


newspaper,  dossier  detailing 
bis  private  life  was  about  to 
be  published  and  he  Should 
quit  for  the  good  of  the  party. 

“There  was  no  dossier  and 
no  story.  Without  the  resigna- 
tion statement  issued  by  Hirst 
the  newspapers  would  have 
had  nothing  to  write  about  — 
be  was  dupeid,”  one  source 
said. 

As  insiders  painted  a pic- 
ture of  organisational  chaos 
at  the  party's  Edinburgh 
headquarters.  Sir  Michael's 
replacement  as  chairman,  An- 
nabel Goldie,  was  forced  to 
write  to  aH  local  Tory  chair- 
men in  Scotland.  urging  them 
to  ignore  “outrageous”  media 


coverage  of  recent  events  and 
concentrate  of  the  election 
oampaign  itselL  and  the  visit 
of  John  Major  later  this  week. 

But  last  night  there  ap- 
peared little  chance  of  that. 

The  party’s  leadership  will 
came  under  further  pressure 
to  fully  explain  the  circum- 
stances of  Sir  Michael’s  resig- 
nation when  Mr  Forsyth 
malms  his  first  publics  ap- 
pearance of  the  campaign  hi 
Edinburgh  today. 

Mr  Forsyth  has  been  a con- 
spicuous absentee  amid  the 
fin-ore  of  recent  days.  Expla- 
nations for.  his  absence,  from 
“resting  up  before  the  cam- 
paign” to  ^taking  care  of  min- 
isterial business”,  have  failed 
to  stem  disquiet  within  the 
party  or  media  speculation,  j 

There  was  ferocious  briefing 
going  on  yesterday  by  two  j 


camps  within  the  Scottish 
party,  with  Mr  Forsyth’s 
friends  insisting  he  was  “ready 
for  the  campaign”  and  bis  op- 
ponents insisting  that  “after 
Hirst  Forsyth  was  the  target”. 

Leftwing  Tories  in  Scotland 
have,  stiff  not  forgotten  Mr 
Forsyth's  period  as  party 
chairman  in  the  late- 1980s, 
when  be  removed  pro-devalu- 
tkxuists  from  the  hierarchy  in 
Edinburgh-  They  have  seized 
on  his  discomfort  as  a chance 
to  settle  old  scores.  “If  this  an- 
archy continues  then  the 
party  in  London  will  have  to 
send  people  up  to  take  con- 
trol,” cme  said  yesterday. 

Last  night’s  chare  has  Us 
roots  in  two  events.  The  first 
was  the  announcement  last 
week  by  Eastwood  MP  Allan 
Stewart  that  he  would  not  be 
seeking  re-election  for  the  saf- 


est Tory  seat  In  Scotland. 
This  was  followed  by  Sir 
Michael  making  It  dear  he 
wanted  the  nomination. 

The  second  was  a specula- 
tive telephone  call  from  the 
newsdesk  of  a tabloid  news- 
paper In  Glasgow  to  Conser- 
vative Central  Office  in  Edin- 
burgh last  Thursday,  asking 
for  a comment  on  rumours 
about  the  party  chairman’s 
private  life.  The  request  sent 
officials  into  a state  of  “com- 
plete and  utter  panic”,  ac- 
cording to  one  source.  After  a 
series  of  meetings  between 
senior  party  officials  and  sir 
Michael  last  Friday,  it  was 
agreed  he  should  resign. 

A story  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, headlined  “Top  Scots  To- 
ry’s Gay  Love”,  detailed  an  al- 
leged affair  between  a senior 
party  figure  and  a researcher. 


but  did  not  name  namm  it 
did  not  need  to.  Sir  Michael 
resigned  at  noon. 

That  afternoon,  senior  edi- 
tors on  Glasgow's  Sunday 
Mail  and  the  News  of  the 
World  made  frantic  efforts  to 
find  out  whether  either  had 
“bought  the  story”.  The  fiact 
was  that  neither  newspaper 

had  anything  beyond  the  in- 
formation provided  by  Sir 
Michael  in  his  own  resigna- 
tion statement 
“When  he  resigned  there  no 
evidence  to  substantiate  these 
allegations.  So  who  who  was 
tolling  him  that  the  evidence 
did  exist  — perhaps  we  will 

find  that  out  in.  the  next  few 
days,”  one  source  close  to  the 
story  said  last  night 
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Major  forced  to  fudge  intervention  □ MP  defies  whips*  orders  to  stand  down  □ Central  Office  hamstrung  by  rifts  and  confusion 

Tories  split  over  isolating  Hamilton 


Enwn  MacAsfcm,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 


EEP  divisions 
, have  opened  up  in 
the  heart  of  the 
Tory  election  ma- 
chine over  how  to 
scotch  the  Nell  Hamilton  cash 
for  questions  affair. 

During  the  weekend  Tory 
rightwingers  blocked  a plan 
by  John  Major  and  Brian. 
Mawhlnney,  the  Conservative 
chairman,  to  deal  decisively 
with  Mr  Hamilton. 

Mr  Major  had  to  settle  for  a 
fudge,  sending  out  a letter  last 
night  warning  Tory  constitu- 


ency associations  they  were 
taking  a risk  if  they  contin- 
ued to  back  the  MPs  under 
suspicion. 

He  said  that  Mr  Hamilton 
and  other  Tory  MPs  would 
lose  the  whip  if  criticised  in 
Sir  Gordon  Downey's  report 
on  cash  for  questions. 

But  be  was  careful  neither 
to  back  nor  disown  Mr  Hamil- 
ton and  the  other  MPs. 

Reflecting  the  panic  at  Con- 
servative Central  Office  over 
its  campaign  being  over- 
shadowed by  the  allegations, 
Mr  Major  said:  "Unsubstanti- 
ated allegations,  still  under 
consideration  against  a hand- 
ful of  individuals,  should  not 


cheat  the  electorate  of  the  de- 
bate about  which  party  is  best 
suited  to  form  the  govern- 
ment for  the  next  five  years.” 

The  in-fighting  at  Central 
Office  invoked  memories  of 
the  1987  campaign  wobble  in 
which  Lord  Tebbit  and  Lord 
Young  were  at  odds  over 
strategy. 

Mr  Mawhinney  and  Mr 
Major,  according  to  a Tory 
source,  had  planned  a press 
conference  to  make  a dean 
break  with  Mr  Hamilton. 

But  this  was  dropped  after 
protests  from  the  No  Turning 
Back  group,  the  30-strong 
clutch  of  MPs  fiercely  loyal  to 
Baroness  Thatcher,  which  in- 


cludes Mr  Hamilton.  The 
group  also  includes  Alan 
Duncan,  who  is  in  the  Tory 
rempajgw  team,  and  minis- 
ters such  as  Michael  Portillo, 
the  Defence  Secretary. 


Government  whips,  accord- 
ing to  a Tory  source,  met  Mr 
Hamilton  last  week  but  he 
refused  to  stand  down.  They 
have  since  been  collecting 
damaging  material  to  prise 
Mr  Hamilton  from  his  candi- 


dacy in  the  Tatton  con- 
stituency. 

The  internal  battle  has  been 
reflected  in  the  muddled  res- 
ponse of  Central  Office  over 
the  past  three  days.  On  Satur- 


day, Central  Office  briefed 
Journalists  that  Mr  Major 
wanted  Mr  Hamilton  out.  On 
Sunday  this  remained  the 
line,  but,  following  the  inter- 
vention of  the  rightwing,  yes- 
terday morning  the  message 


was  that  the  party  was  back- 
ing off  Mr  Hamilton.  At  least 
one  MP  expressed  "bewilder- 
ment” at  the  sudden  changes. 

There  wdl  have  been  even 
more  bewilderment  last  night 
when  Mr  Major  came  up  with 
another  version,  aimed  at 
h ringing  an  end  to  the  contro- 
versy. In  a letter  sent  to  all 
Conservative  constituency 
chairmen,  Mr  Major  denied 
accusations  that  be  had  delib- 
erately prorogued  Parliament 
early  to  avoid  publication  of 
the  Downey  report. 

He  also  rejected  the  charge 
that  he  had  been  indecisive  in 
failing  to  force  the  Tatton  con- 
stituency party  to  drop  Mr 


Hamilton.  ‘It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  I disband  constitu- 
ency associations  and  impose 
new  candidates.  But  under 
our  Conservative  Party  con- 
stitution, the  selection  of  a 
candidate  Is  the  respons- 
j ibiltty  of  the  association,  the 
decision  to  contest  the  seat  is 
for  the  candidate." 

He  added  that  the  Downey 
report  after  the  general  elec- 
tion “may  exonerate  mem- 
bers from  all,  or  most,  serious 
criticisms.  If  so.  well  and 
good."  But  if  it  is  “unfavour- 
able, the  Conservative  Party 
will  put  the  interest  of  Parlia- 
ment and  its  reputation  above 
all  other  matters”. 


Mr  Major  is  almost  certain 
to  face  questioning  on  sleaze 
this  morning  at  the  official 
launch  of  the  Conservative 
campaign. 

Any  hopes  he  harbours  that 
the  row  can  be  quickly 
brought  to  an  end  will  be 
dashed  if,  as  expected,  the 
Liberal  Democrats  stand 
down  in  Tatton  and  Join 
Labour  in  support  of  an  anti- 
corruption candidate,  who 
could  be  announced  before 
the  end  of  the  week. 
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Major  letter  warns  chairmen  of  risk 
in  backing  MPs  under  suspicion 
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To  the  manor  bom. . . Tony  Blair  at  the  unveiling  of  Labour’s  election  advertising  campaign  at  ChUston  Park  Country  House  Hotel  in  Kent  yesterday 


Election 

sketch 


Kamal  Ahmed 


THE  DAFFODILS  were 
not  the  only  things  burst- 
ing forth  at  Chilston 
Park  Country  House  Hotel 
John  Prescott  was  bursting 
forth  as  well. 

"What  a beautiful  place  and 
town,"  be  said,  committing 
his  first  verbal  misdemean- 
our. Chilston  Is  an  18th  cen- 
tury manor  house,  set  in  roll- 
ing green  acres.  It  is  difficult 
to  confhse  it  with  the  local 
high  street. 

“The  daffodils,  the  buds, 
the  sun,”  Mr  Prescott  contin- 
ued, threatening  to  break  into 
song. 

He  told  a good  joke:  "Mr 
Major's  gone  off  today  to  the 


Happy  Eater.  It's  the  only 
place  that  will  take  his 
orders.”  The  crowd  roared. 

Hie  last  time  Chilston  Park 
hit  the  headlines,  Paula  Yates 
and  Michael  Hutchence  were 
photographed  stumbling  out 
of  one  of  its  bedrooms.  At  the 
time  Ms  Yates  was  still  mar- 
ried to  Bob  Geldof. 

Yesterday  it  was  the  scene 
of  a happier  marriage  which, 
despite  its  ups  and  downs.  Is 
certainly  more  loving. 

Mr  Prescott,  the  bride,  In- 
troduced the  groom,  Mr  Blair. 
The  congregation,  a specially 
invited  collection  of  New 
Labour  types,  gave  them  both 
rapturous  applause. 


It  was  a picture  of  Home 
Counties  splendour,  a society 
wedding  complete  with  a 
niched  curtain  marquee  and 
the  clink  of  wine  glasses.  Mr 
Blair  could  have  worn  top  hat 
and  tails  and  not  seemed  out 
of  place.  Mr  Prescott  in  a wed- 
ding dress  would  not  though, 
have  been  advisable. 

Old  Labour  would  have  had 
a colliery  band.  New  Labour 
bad  a Jazz  band.  The  Dixie 
Cats  warmed  the  crowd  up 
with  Lovely  Sweet  Night, 
which  Labour  aides  are  hop- 
ing to  play  late  on  May  L 

Mr  Blair  was  also  seized  by 
the  season.  “Beautiful  sur- 
roundings, beautiful  English 


countryside,"  he  said,  as  the 
last  notes  of  Dfiteam’s  Things 
Can  Only  Get  Better.  Mr 
Blair’s  entrance  anthem, 
faded  in  toe  spring  sunshine. 

Old  Labour  would  have 
raised  an  eyebrow  at  the 
choice  of  Chilston  Park  at 
Lenham,  near  Maidstone,  to 


launch  the  election  advertis- 
ing campaign.  The  38-bed- 
roomed  house  is  the  former 
family  home  of  Viscount  Chil- 
ston, a Conservative  peer, 
where  £185  per  person  se- 
cures a champagne  dinner 
and  suite  for  the  night 
But  this  is  New  Labour,  and 
they  are  not  Into  raising  eye- 
brows. Raising  a glass  of 


Pimms  is  more  their  style. 

“There  are  no  no-go  areas 
now  for  Labour,"  said  Barry 
Weekes,  stoutly  ignoring  the 
fact  that  he  is  election  agent 
for  Tunbridge  Wells,  one  of 
the  truly  no-go  areas  left  for 
Labour  in  Britain. 

"I  have  issued  Instructions 
that  all  our  posters  between 
now  and  May  1 will  be  posi- 
tive,” Mr  Blair  said. 

The  first  poster  appeared  to 
fulfil  his  wishes,  in  a negative 
sort  of  way.  It  said:  Britain 
Deserves  Better.  The  second 
poster  said  file  same  thing  In 
fact  all  10  posters  said  the 
same  thing.  In  their  efforts  to 
find  something  positive  to 


PHOTOGRAPH:  SEAN  SMITH 

say.  the  campaign  strategists 
had  come  up  with  the  grand 
total  of  three  words. 

There  was  some  dispute 
over  the  colour  of  the  posters. 
One  was  definitely  blue,  one 
definitely  yellow  and  one  defi- 
nitely lime  green.  Two  others 
caused  furrowed  brows. 

In  fact  they  were  both  that 
very  New  Labour  colour  — 
Almost  Red. 

After  shaking  the  hands  of 
the  faithful,  Mr  Blair  was 
whisked  away  in  his  Almost 
Red  chauffeur-driven  Jaguar. 

There  wasn't  enough  room 
for  Mr  Prescott  so  he  had  to 
take  his  battle  bus  back  to 
London.  Its  colour?  Grey. 


Advertising 

consultant 

Tony  Brignuli 

assesses the 
new  slogan 

QOLTITCAL  parties  feel 
r undressed  without  a slo- 
gan, though  when  ..after  dis- 
carding hundreds  of  them, 
they  finally  settle  on  one, 
they’re  not  often  sure  what 
to  do  with  it. 

“Stick  it  on  the  bottom,” 
is  the  answer.  The  bottom  of 
what?  The  bottom  of 
everything. 

So  you  will  be  seeing 
Labour’s  new  slogan  “Brit 
ain  deserves  better”  at  the 
foot  of  posters,  leaflets— 
both  national  and  local— 
and  probably  the  manifesto, 
too. 

As  slogans  go.  It  isn't  bad. 
It  sums  up  what  people  are 
feeling  whether  they  are 
tight  to  do  so  or  not  To  put 
your  finger  on  the  pulse  in 
three  words  is  quite  an 
achievement 

Hang  about  though.  The 
slogan  did  not  come  without 
wrapping.  Mr  Blair  also  an- 
nounced his  Ann  commit- 
ment to  positive  advertis- 
ing from  now  on.  Each  new 
poster,  ad  In  the  press  and 
party  political  broadcast 
will  make  a positive  state- 
ment for  new  Labour. 

Good  on  him,  you  might 
be  thinking,  and  about  time 
too,  but  how  will  positive 
statements  work  with  the 
new  slogan? 

Clearly,  “Britain  de- 
serves better”  would  work 
best  under  a statement 
attacking  the  Tories. 

Imagine  it  under  a picture 
ofMr  Major,  for  example,  or 
better  still  the  entire 
Cabinet. 

Placed  under  a positive 
promise  for  the  Labour 
Party  it  might  look  odd,  as  if 
it  is  criticising  the  very 
promise  which  It  purports 
to  support. 

We  will  see.  Much  de- 
pends on  whether  Maurice 
and  Charles  Saatchi  find  a 
loophole  in  Labour’s  de- 
fences, as  they  did  last  time. 

If  they  do  and  things  get 
bloody,  it  will  be  a test  in- 
deed of  Mr  Blair’s  resolve. 

Tony  Brignuli  is  on 
aword-zoinning  copywriter 
and  tm  advertising 
consultant. 
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Pakistan’s  PM  to 
disarm  president 


Phil  Goodwin 

hi  Islamabad 


IN  A revolutionary  move  for 
politics  in  Pakistan,  the 
new  prime  minister.  Nawaz 
Sharif,  announced  last  night 
that  he  was  moving  to  scrap 
the  constitutional  provision 
that  gives  the  president  the 
power  to  dismiss  prime  min- 
isters and  governments. 

The  measure  has  been  at 
the  centre  of  Pakistan's 
chronic  political  instability 
since  it  was  introduced  in 
1985  by  General  Zla-ul  Haq  at 
the  end  of  a long  period  of 
military  rule. 

Since  then,  every  president 
has  used  the  provision,  and 
the  last  four  elected  prime 
ministers  have  been  removed 
before  the  end  of  their  terms. 

President  Farooq  Leghari 
sacked  Benazir  Bhutto  on  No- 
vember 5 last  year  on  dis- 
puted charges  of  corruption 
and  misrule,  and  dissolved 
the  national  assembly.  The 
resulting  election  on  Febru- 
ary 3 brought  Mr  Sharif  to 
power  in  a landslide. 

Mr  Sharif  made  the  an- 
nouncement in  a countrywide 
address  on  state-controlled 
television  and  radio  after  a 
day  of  political  drama  behind 
the  scenes. 

Since  he  was  sworn  In  a 
month  and  a half  ago.  Mr  Sha- 
rif s relationship  with  Mr 
Leghari  has  been  deteriorat- 
ing. They  are  bitter  political 
opponents.  The  president  had 
been  insisting  on  a tight  grip  1 
On  policies,  and  had  per- ! 
suaded  Mr  Sharif  to  appoint  a 
number  of  presidential  rela- 
tives and  friends  to  key  gov- 1 
eminent  positions.  ! 

It  became  clear  that  the  1 


president  was  determined  to 
be  a key  player  and  it  was  a 
matter  of  time  before  Mr  Sha- 
rif was  sacked. 

Mr  Sharif  was  a victim  of 
the  eighth  amendment  to  the 
constitution  during  his  first 
term  of  office  three  years  ago, 
and  has  vowed  not  to  let  it 
happen  again. 

He  flew  to  Mr  Leghari’s 
home  area,  Dera  Ghazi  Khan, 
and  confronted  him. 

In  his  address  to  the 
country,  Mr  Sharif  said  the 
president  had  “willingly 
agreed"  to  the  constitutional 
changes.  In  effect  he  had  no 
choice. 

After  his  landslide  election 
victory,  Mr  Sharif  has  the  big- 
gest mandate  in  the  country’s 
history  and  can  easily  com- 
mand the  two-thirds  majority 
in  both  houses  of  parliament 
needed  to  make  the  change. 

'In  order  to  have  true  de- 
mocracy in  the  country  we 
have  decided  to  get  rid  or  the 
controversial  provisions  of 
the  eighth  amendment,”  Mr 
Sharif  told  the  country  in  his 
televised  address.  "You  gave 
me  a massive  mandate  and  I 
will  not  disappoint  you.  The 
controversial  parts  win  be 
consigned  to  history.” 

There  was  instant  reaction 
from  Ms  Bhutto,  now  on  the 
political  sidelines.  ‘T  accept  i 
the  gesture  of  the  prime  min- 
ister  in  annulling  the  eighth 
amendment,  If  it  is  property  < 
carried  out,”  she  said. 

Shortly  before  Ms  Bhutto's  j 
dismissal , she  appealed  to  Mr 
Sharif  for  a joint  effort  to 
repeal  the  clause.  But  within 
a day,  Ms  Bhutto  was  swept 
from  power. 


Channel  5 cheered  by  5.8pc  share  of  peak  time 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 


CHANNEL  5 claimed 
yesterday  that  its  open- 
ing night  ratings  had 
exceeded  expectations  with  a 
share  of  5.8  per  cent,  putting 
it  ahead  of  Channel  4,  on  4.7. 

Unofficial  figures  revealed 
33  million  viewers  tuned  in 
to  see  the  Spice  Girls  launch 
Britain's  first  new  terrestrial 
channel  for  15  years. 


But  its  peak-time  audience 
share  failed  to  lure  viewers 
away  from  ITV  and  BBC1.  in- 
stead,  Easter  Sunday's  open- 
ing programmes  dented  Chan- 
nel 4 and  BBC2. 

With  Channel  s’®  signal 
reaching  only  half  the 
country,  the  station’s  execu- 
tives said  they  were  delighted 
with  the  ratings,  while  ac- 
knowledging launch  nights 
tend  to  be  exceptional  Their 
first-year  target  is  5 per  cent 
The  ITV  network's  £60  mil- 


lion investment  in  Formula 
One  motor  racing  paid  divi- 
dends, helping  deliver  a 393 
per  cent  peak-time  audience 
share. 

Marcus  Plantm,  ITVs  net- 
. work  director,  said:  "Channel 
5 did  what  any  good  marke- 
teer would  do  and  booked  one 
of  the  hottest  acts  in  town,  but 
Villeneuve  and  the  boys 
proved  hotter  than  the  Spice 
Girls." 

The  Brazilian  Grand  Prix 
peaked  at  83  million  on  ITV, 


with  an  average  of  6.7  million 
over  its  3%  hours. 

Channel  sls  soap  Family  Af- 
fairs pulled  in  L5  million, 
while  the  much-hyped  late- 
night  chat  show  .with  Jack 
Docherty  attracted  l million. 
The  well-received  dramatisa- 
tion of  the  Stephanie  Slater 
kidnapping,  starring  Gina 
McKee,  got  13  million. 

ITV,  which  uses  a different 
definition  of  peak-time,  put 
Channel  5 at  43  per  cent. 

Mr  Plantin  said  Channel  5 


was  presenting -a  bigger  dan- 
ger to  the  minor  channels. 
“All  the  research  gurus  have 
said  stations  like  Channel  5 
tend  to  pick  off  other  small 
. channels.  Channel  4 had.  a 
bad  night  and  there  was  some 
erosion  on  BBC2,  while  the 
two  key  channels  held 
steady." 

It  will  take  weeks  for  Chan- 
nel 5's  true  standing  to 
emerge.  Sunday's  figures 
would  have  been  distorted  by 
the  warm  weather,  lighter 


evenings  and  Easter  holidays. 

Anecdotal  evidence  of  diffi- 
culties over  Channel  5’s 
reception  - continued  yester- 
day. Most  calls  to  The  Maga- 
zine,'Radio  5 Live’s  phone-in, 
concentrated  on  problems  of 
poor  or  non-existent  picture 
quality- 

channel  5 said  people 
whose  video  and  satellite 
equipment  was  still  suffering 
Interference  should  make  a 
retiming  appointment  on  0500 
ssstes. 


Will  these  liven  me  up? 


Healthilifc 


EVENING 
PRIMROSE  OIL 
Ig  180’s 
WAS  El  9.99 

NOW  £11.99 


t-^PSy 

1:6  -U'  4 


There's  a huge  range  oFtop  quality  natural  remedies, 
vitamins,  heaithfoods  and  dietary  supplements  on  the 
shelves  at  Holland  & Barrett.  Some  designed  for  an  active 
life,  others  for  a little  self-indulgence. 

So  yon  could  be  forgiven  for  being  unsure  about  which 

remedy  to  nse  for  which  effect  - and  exactly  how  to  nse  >L 
No  problem.  As  die  bealthfood  specialists  for  over  75 
years,  we’ve  developed  a pretty  good  understanding  of 
natural  health  products.  Our  highly  trained  branch  staff 
will  be  pleased  to  help  you  make  an  informed  choice,  and 
guide  you  on  their  uses. 

One  thing  you  won't  need  advice  on  is  our  value  for 
money  — every  month  there  are  great  new  deals. 

_ So  if  yoa  want  delicious  snacks,  aids  to  digestion  and 
dietary  supplements  to  have  yon  feeling  on  top,  call  into 
Holland  & Barrett  while  these  offers  last.  And  look  lively! 

HOLLAND  & BARRFTJ1 

Quality,  range  and  value  fora  healthier  way  of  life 

OVER  400  STORES  NATIONWIDE 
httpj//ww» Jiolbaul-and-barrett.co  nk 
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Discover  The 

Very  Best  New 
Music  Of 1997 


The  romance  ofBR’s  past  exists  now  only  as  nostalgia  (above),  while  John  Bowden  (below)  prepares  to  take  the  last  journey  by  British  Rail  photographs:  noefen  bamber  «*<»•)  mtcms  mccann 


First  and 
final  BR 
man  sees 
off  its 


Timetable 


yp 


The  state-owned  railway  has  rolled  Into 
history.  Lawrence  Donegm  was  aboard 


IF  JOHN  Bowden  was 
overwhelmed  at  becom- 
ing a national  treasure 
he  hid  his  excitement 
well.  “It's  jnst  a Job,"  be 
said,  settling  into  his  seat 
behind  the  window  of  a 
nations  Used  BlalrhiH  rail- 
way station  ticket  office  for 
the  last  time. 

With  those  four  softly- 
spoken  words,  the  64-year- 
old  grandfather  marked  his 
own  entry  into  the  history 
books  and  the  end  of  a post- 
war era. 

British  -Bail  was  signed 
out  of  existence  last  night 
when  ScotR&ll,  the  last  of. 
the  25  BR  passenger  fran- 
chises put  up  for  sale  by  the 
Government,  was  handed ; 


over  to  the  bus  group, 
National  Express,  just  be- 
fore midnight  Hundreds  of 
rail  enthusiasts  were  on 
board  as  the  last  national- 
ised passenger  train  left 
Glasgow  for  Edinburgh. 

For  the  Government  the 
moment  of  departure  was  a 
triumph  of  privatisation. 
For  those  opposed  to  the 
selhaff,  It  was  the  last  act  of 
free  market  butchery.  It 
made  Mr  Bowden  the  only 
man  to  work  for  the  nation- 
alised railway  from  the  mo- 
ment it  was  founded  . on 
January  1.  1947,  until,  its 
demise  yesterday. 

MT . Bowden  joined  the 
then  privately-owned  Lon- 
don and  North  East  Rail- 


ways as  a store  boy  in  1947, 
a year  before  the  network 
was  nationalised  by  the 
Attlee  government.  Over 
the  years  he  worked  as  a 
bolt  cleaner  and  wagon  ex- 
aminer. He  has  sold  tickets 
at  Blalrhill  station,  near 
Coatbridge,  for  three  years. 

"It  didn’t  make  much  dif- 
ference when  British  Rail 
was  nationalised.  I only 
hope  privatisation  won’t 
make  much  difference 
either.  The  biggest  change 
since  1948  has  been  in  the 
stations,  which  used  to  be 
fllthy  because  of  the  steam 
trains.  British  Rail  has 
been  teased  a lot  over  the 
years,  but  if  yon  ask  me  it 
has  been  a pretty  good  ser- 


vice which  people  have  ap- 
preciated,” he  said  as  he 
received  a plaque  marking 
his  achievement  from  Scot- 
Rail's  managing  director, 
John  kih«. 

Despite  the  endless  jokes 
about  leaves  on  the  line, 
rotten  sandwiches  and  the  , 
wrong  kind  of  snow,  there  ; 
are  many  who  would  agree  j 
with  him. 

Immediately  after  nation- 
alisation much  was  done  to 
replace  old  rolling  stock 
and  improve  the  condition 
of  main  lines  to  cut  journey 
times.  With  the  setting  up 
of  the  British  Railways 
Board  in  1962  and  the 
Beeching  cuts  a year  later, 
the  industry  started  the 


cultural  change  that  trans- 
formed it  from  a public  ser- 
vice carrier  of  diminishing 
importance  to  a modern 
business.  This  process  was 
completed  in  1992.  when 
BR  was  widely  recognised 
as  the  most  cost-effective 
railway  in  Europe.  Its 
approach  of  management 

by  business  sector,  rather 
than  by  geographical  div- 
ision, was  taken  up  by 
other  railway  administra- 
tions throughout  the  world. 

Compared  with  BRB’s 
first  results  In  1963,  there 
has  been  little  change  in 
the  passenger  business,  al- 
though there  has  been  a 
one-third  reduction  in  the 
size  of  the  network.  Passen- 


□ January  1,1948:  BR 
formed  from  four  private 
companies — the  London 
Midland  and  Scottish  Rail- 
way, the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way. the  London  and  North 
Eastern  Railway,  and  the 
Southern  Railway. 

□ 1962:  British  Railways 
Board  set  up  to  run  the 
industry. 

□ 1963  and  1965:  Beeching 
reports  published  which  led 
to  route  miles  being  reduced 
byathird. 

□ BRnetwork  once  covered 
more  than  10,000  miles, 

40,000  bridges,  viaducts  and 
timnels;  and. 9.000 leyel  ctpss- 
ings.lt  owned  2,500statiohs . 
and  90  maintenance  depots. 

□ At  its  peak,  BR  employed 
250,000.  There  were  100,000 
employees  at  the  time  of  its 
break-up. 

□ April 1994:  BR's  track 
and  signalling  transferred  to 
Rafltrack. 

j □ May 1996:  Railtrack  sold 
off  for  £1.9  billion. 

□ April  1 1997:  The  last  BR 
train  to  reach  its  destination 
will  be  the  Fort  William 
sleeper  from  London  arriv- 
ing at  10-30am  today. 


ger  miles  and  train  miles 
were  broadly  similar, 
though  the  business  was 
operated  with  a stock  of 
carriages  only  one-third 
the  size  it  was  in  1963.  It 
dropped  from  31,598  in  that 
year  to  11,802  in  1994, 
reflecting  more  productive 
use  of  the  fleet. 

Most  observers  argue 
that  BR  had  become  more 
efficient,  more  customer 
conscious  and  more  ready 
to  respond  to  coach  compe- 
tition..In  its  final  year  it 
received  £1  billion  in  state 
aid,  somewhat  modest  com- 
pared with  almost  £2 
billion  currently  being 
handed  out  to  the  private 
sector  to  nm  the  railways. 
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OK  now , 
[seems 
! that  it 
was  not 
the  Thatcher 

anti-union 
legislation 
that  gulled 
the  teeth  of 
the  industrial 
sector,  nor  even 
the  terrible 
example  of  the 
defeat  of  the 
steelworkers 
andthe  miners. 
Kishchie 
ownership. 
Linda  Grant 


Rebel  victory  deals  heavy  blow  to  Mobutu 


Key  garrison  town  falls  without 
fight  on  eve  of  Zaire  peace  talks 


Chris  McOreel  . • 
in  LubumfeasM 

ZAIREAN  rebels  deliv- 
ered another  major 
blow  to  the  government 
yesterday  by  seizing  a key 
garrison  town  ahead  of  peace 
talks  scheduled  to  begin,  in 
South  Africa  this  week. 

The  fen  of  Kamina,  hi  the 
southern  province  of  Shaba, 
is  the  most  severe  loss  for 
President  Mobutu  SSsfe  SSco’s 
regime  since  rebels  took  the 
northern  capital  of  Kisangani 
a fortnight  ago. 

The  government  is  now 
threatened  with  the  total  col- 
lapse of  its  forces  in  Shaba, 
where,  even  before  the  rebels 
arrived,  the  Zairean  army 
was  fleeing  local  uprisings. 
The  region's  paramilitary 
gendarmes  have  -said  they 
wm  defect  to  the  insurgents. 

The  rebel -Alliance  of  Demo- 
cratic Forces  for  the  Libera- 
tion of  Congo-Zaire  may  be 
seeking  new  victories  to 
strengthen  its  hand  to  prelim-  < 


inary  talks  with  Mr  Mobutu’s 
regime.  But  the  alliance  is 
playing  down  expectations  of 
an  early  end  to  the  war,  in- 
sisting that  negotiations  can 
only  be  held  with  Mr  Mobutu 
or  his  personal  envoy,  a con- 
dition Zaire's  president  has 
yet  to  agree  to  publicly. 

Kamina  is  a key  military 
and  air  base  at  the  hub  of  a 
road  and  rail  network  linking 
Shaba's  capital,  Lubumbashi 
with,  the  strategic  diamond 
mining  town  of  Mbujl-MayL 
As  Kamina  is  midway  be- 
tween the  two  cities,  it  posi- 
tions foe  rebels  to  take  either 
or  both  at  their  leisure. 

The  loss  of  Kamina  also 
cuts  off  foe  means  of  escape 
for  government  troops  in  Lu-  i 
biunbashi,  leaving  them  foe 
choice  of  surrender  or  fleeing 
i into  Angola  or  Zambia  when 
the  rebels  finally  arrive. 

There  was  no  resistance  by 
the  tiny  force  of  150  soldiers 
left  to  defend  foe  garrison 
town  after  foe  bulk  of  govern- 
ment troops  withdrew.  In 
what  has  become  foe  pattern 


for  rebel  assaults,  infiltrators 
entered  the  city  to  spread 
word  that  the  insurgents  were 
on  their  way,  to  set  govern- 
ment soldiers  fleeing. 

A local  traditional  chief  pot 
together  a welcoming  com- 
mittee to  greet  the  rebels  on 
the  edge  of  town,  while,  true 
to  form,  the  army  sought  a 
means  of  escape. 

Officers  commandeered  a 
train  and  two  email  track 
maintenance  vehicles  to  bolt 
down  the  raSseay  line.  Ordi- 
nary soldiers  seized  any  vehi- 
cles to  hand  for  their  get- 
away, and  beat  up  some  nuns 
who  were  not  quick  enough  to 
hand  theirs  over.  But  they 
had  little  chance  for  foe  full- 
scale  looting  which  has  be- 
come a common  ingredient  of 
Zairean  army  retreats. 

The  rebels  entered  Kamina 
at  9am  after  walking  more 
than  100  mUre  along  the  rail- 
way line  from  foe  east  A few 
hours  later  an  unsuspecting 
passenger  train  rolled  in  from 
the  north,  presenting  the 
insurgents  with  a valuable 
new  means  of  moving  troops 
across  hundreds  of  miles  of 
eastern  Zaire. 

The  rebels  are  meeting  lit- 
tle resistance  as  they  probe 
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deeper  into  Shaba,  and  in 
some  villages  and  towns  the 
populations  are  turning  on 
the  bid  order  even  before  foe 
rebels  arrive.  Bands  of  young 
men,  some  organised  under 
the  banner  of  regional  politi- 
cal parties,  have  attacked  sol- 
diers In  several  places.  Gov- 
ernment troops  fought 
against  a local  uprising  in 
Kasenga,  leaving  several  dead 
and  wounded  before  the  army 
fled.  In  Minga.  about  60  miles 
north  of  Lubumbashi,  sol- 
diers murdered  at  least  three 


young  men  for  sporting  white 
headbands  — a symbol  of  soli- 
darity with  the  rebels. 

Villagers  in  Malemba- 
Nkulu  threw  their  local  pro- 
Mobutu  chief  Into  a crocodile- 
infested  river.  Other  village 
chiefs  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernment have  resigned  in  the 
hope  at  saving  their  skins. 

In  Lubumbashi.  officers  of 
the  paramilitary  Katangan 
gendarmes  — a holdover  from 
Shaba’s  various  secessionist 
struggles  — are  barely  dis- 
guising their  intent  to  sap- 
port  the  rebels  at  the  first 
sign  of  their  approach. 

“We  have  arms  and  are 
ready  to  fight  for  the  rebels," 
one  commander  said.  “Lubum- 
bashi will  fell-  I don’t  think 
there  will  be  any  resistance. 
The  government  troops  don’t 
want  to  fight  because  they're 
divided,  and  if  they  do  we  will 
fight  with  foe  rebels,  so  the 
army  will  be  outnumbered.” 

The  main  military  base  in 
Lubumbashi  appears  largely 
deserted.  The  provincial  gov- 
ernor says  special  units  of  foe 
presidential  guard,  dis- 
patched through  foe  city,  are 
there  to  prevent  a breakdown 
of  order  and  looting  as  much 
as  to  defend  Shaba's  capital. 
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News  in  brief 


Going,  going,  gazumped 


THE  GREAT  North- 
South  bouse  price 
divide,  which  disap- 
peared in  the  reces- 
sion of  the  late  80s. 
is  returning  with  a ven- 
geance. according  to  building 
society  surveys. 

Fuelled  by  growing  busi- 
ness confidence  in  the  South- 
east, falling  unemployment 
and  rising  wage  levels,  the 
rise  in  prices  has  analysts 
reporting  a return  of  that  old 
bogey  gazumping,  particu- 
larly in  Greater  London. 

With  demand  far  outstrip- 
ping supply  in  the  South-east, 
which  is  w’hat  some  econo- 
mists describe  as  "overheat- 
ing", many  sellers  are  playing 
the  market. 

They  agree  a price  with  a 
potential  buyer,  then  pull  the 


plug  when  someone  offers  a 
better  deaL 

Birmingham  Midshires 
building  society  reported  yes- 
terday that  seven  out  of  io  es- 
tate agents  were  experiencing 
gazumping  problems.  ‘It  is 
causing  a real  headache  in 
London.”  said  a spokesman. 

Mike  Jackson,  the  society's 
chief  executive,  went  so  Car  as 
to  claim  that  confidence  was 
at  an  all-time  high.  But  “we 
cannot  escape  the  fact  that 
there  is  still  a shortage  of 
properties.  Demand  for  some 
far  outstrips  supply.” 

Based  on  a sample  survey 
of  agents  by  pollsters  ICM, 
Birmingham  Midshires  said 
house  prices  were  on  course 
to  rise  by  10  per  cent  or  more 
in  Greater  London  this  year. 
Agents  in  Scotland  were  the 


least  optimistic,  predicting 
only  a 25  per  cent  increase. 

Figures  from  the  Halifax, 
the  largest  mortgage  lender, 
showed  that  prices  rose  by  15 
per  cent  in  Greater  London 
last  year,  while  the  northern 
region  (Tyne  and  Wear, 
Northumberland,  Durham, 
Teesside  and  Cumbria)  re- 
ported only  a 4 per  cent  in- 
crease. Overall,  prices  were 
up  by  8.5  per  cent  around 
Britain. 

Yet  three  years  ago,  with 
thousands  of  southern  house- 
holds locked  into  negative 
equity  — where  a mortgage 
exceeds  the  value  of  a house 
— and  house  repossessions 
approaching  an  all-time  high, 
the  North  appeared  margin- 
ally better  off  than  the  South. 
Then  prices  in  Greater  Lon- 


don dropped  by  0.6  per  cent  in 
a year,  whereas  in  the  North 
they  stayed  relatively  stable. 

In  1993  unemployment  in 
the  North  and  the  South-east 
was  around  the  same  level  at 
10  to  12  per  cent  Now,  while 
almost  10  per  cent  of  the 
working  population  are  offi- 
cially still  Jobless  in  the 
North,  the  figure  in  the 
South-east  is  only  6 per  cent 

Wage  levels  are  also  widen- 
ing. On  the  last  full  analysis, 
due  to  be  updated  shortly,  av- 
erage gross  weekly  earnings 
were  £437.50  in  the  South-east 
and  only  £331.70  in  the  North. 

Keith  Burge,  who  heads  an 
economic  research  agency  in 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  said: 
“There  is  now  a much  more 
limited  supply  of  decent-qual- 
ity housing  in  the  overheated 


South-east  In  the  late  1980s 
we  caught  up  with  the  South 
because  they  were  falling  be- 
hind, not  because  we  were 
surging  ahead.  Once  the  econ- 
omy started  to  recover,  the 
gap  started  to  widen,  again." 

But  the  building  societies 
have  their  critics.  Sir  Lawrie 
Barratt  chairman  of  one  of 
the  largest  housebuilders, 
maintained  that  prices  were 
rising  at  a more  modest  level 
— 4 per  cent  last  year,  or  half 
that  claimed  by  the  Halifax. 

Even  so,  Barratt  has  pro- 
duced results  showing  it  built 
a record  3562  bouses  in  the 
last  six  months  of  1996,  worth 
a record  £275  million.  Half- 
year  profits  have  jumped  by 
30  per  cent  Five  years  ago  it 
had  to  write  off  more  than 
£100  mfillon,  and  Sir  Lawrie 


rame  out  of  retirement  to 
rescue  the  company  he 
founded. 

Yesterday,  estate -agents 
around  the  country  were 
reporting  a surge  In  demand 
for  houses.  David  Mills,  a 
regional  director  of  an  agency 
with  140  brandies  in  the 
North  and  Midlands,  said: 
"The  property  train  is  rolling 
and  it  is  going  to  he  difficult 
to  bring  it  to  a halt  The  ripple 
from  the  South  is  beginning 
to  hit  us." 

In  his  company  alone,  turn- 
over was  up  by  70  per  cent 
over  last  year.  "But  no  one 
wants  to  see  a return  to  the 
crazy  days  when  prices  rose 
by  £10,000  a week  in  some 
cases."  he  said.  “We  don’t 
want  a boom  followed  by  a 
very  large  bust" 


South 


‘Nothing  to 
buy  even  if 
you  could 
afford  it’ 

LOOKING  for  a house  in 
London  can  be  a thank- 
less task.  Ask  Jane,  a 28- 
y ear-old  first  time  buyer 
who  has  spent  18  months 
searching  for  a one  bed- 
room flat  In  the  Kentish 
Town  area. 

in  that  time  she  has  seen 
prices  increase  by  between 
20  and  25  per  cent  and  the 
market  become  so  competi- 
tive that  most  good  places 
are  sold  the  first  day  they 


become  available.  “Eigh- 
teen months  ago,  estate 
agents  would  ring  you  back 
if  you  were  serious  about 
buying  a bouse."  sbe  said. 
“Now  they  wouldn't  even 
consider  ringing  you.  They 
have  so  many  buyers  on 
their  books  they  would 
laugh  at  you  if  you  asked 
them  to  ring  you.  You  have 
to  ring  at  least  once  or 
twice  a week  to  make  sure 
they  prioritise  you.” 

She  said  that  some  estate 
agents  compile  priority 
lists  for  people  who  already 
have  mortgages  set  up. 
"Yon  become  a VIP,  al- 
though they  still  never  call 
you  back.  It's  almost  like 
they  can  choose  who  they 
sell  a property  to.” 

She  added:  ‘“There  are  a 
ridiculous  number  of 
people  trying  to  buy.  and 
there  is  hardly  anything  on 


the  market.  The  result  is 
you  cannot  have  any  indeci- 
sion whatsoever.  If  you  are 
a careful  person  it’s  diffi- 
cult to  put  down  £90,000  on 
a one-bedroom  flat  without 
blinking.'* 

During  her  hunt  Jane  has 
has  made  three  offers  but 
ail  have  fallen  through  — 
once  she  was  gazumped  and 
another  time  she  lost  out  in 
a bidding  war.  “It’s  terribly 
depressing  because  in  the 
time  that  I have  been  look- 
ing, prices  have  gone  up  by 
a quarter.” 

She  added:  “The  price 
rise  is  causing  bottlenecks 
because  homeowners  have 
read  in  the  papers  that 
prices  are  going  up  and  up, 
so  they  are  now  holding  on 
to  their  properties.  There's 
nothing  to  buy  even  if  yon 
could  afford  it.” 

—Alex  Bellos 


North 


‘I  just  don’t 
think  prices 
are  rising  as 
agents  claim’ 

THE  MARKET  might  be 
buoyant  again  in  the 
North,  but  Bill  Turner  knows 
to  his  cost  that  prices  have 
yet  to  take  off  — whatever  the 
mortgage  leaders  claim. 

He  put  his  four-bedroom 
detached  house  on  the  market 
for  £199950.  Set  in  half  an  acre 
on  the  well-beeled  D arras  Hall 
estate,  north  of  Newcastle,  it  is 
what  the  agents  call  “much 
sought  after".  Houses  in  this 

quarter  of  the  North-east,  nick- 


named Henley-on -Tyne, 
change  hands  quickly. 

But  Bill,  an  independent 
financial  consultant,  soon 
had  to  drop  his  price  by  over 
7 per  cent  With  a grown-up 
family,  he  had  intended  to 
“trade  down”  to  a bungalow. 
There  had  been  plenty  in  Jan- 
uary, but  they  were  all 
snapped  up.  So  he  opted  for  a 
three-bed  converted  barn 
nearby,  asking  price  £165.000. 
He  offered  £155900  — and  was 
lucky.  “I  wanted  to  pay  off  my 
mortgage  but,  in  the  end.  I 
still  have  one."  he  said.  “I  just 
don't  think  prices  are  rising 
as  the  estate  agents  claim.  If 
they  are.  it’s  very  minimal. 
But  houses  are  moving.  Five 
were  up  for  sale  on  our  road, 
and  they've  all  gone." 

Demand  in  the  North-east 
has  been  helped  by  a wave  of 
overseas  investment  — par- 
ticularly the  German  elec- 


tronics giant,  Siemens,  which 
is  opening  a £1.5  billion 
microchip  plant  on  Tyneside, 
which  will  create  1.500  jobs. 
Young  executives  from  the 
South,  and  from  Germany, 
are  trickling  North. 

A friend  of  Bill  Turner 
asked  £160,000  for  his  house 
on  D arras  HaEL  In  the  end,  it 
went  for  £145,000  — to  a Sie- 
mens manager.  Elsewhere  on 
Tyneside,  house  building  is 
continuing  apace  — which  is 
why,  for  the  time  being,  sup- 
ply is  mutnh  Png-  demand. 

— Peter  Hetherington 


First  Ulster  march 
passes  peacefully 

THE  first  of  several  disputed  parades  in  Ulster's  annual  march- 
ing season  passed  off  yesterday  without  incident  despite  com- 
plaints by  some  loyalists  that  members  of  the  Apprentice  Boys 

of  Derry  had  given  in  to  the  ERA  by  agreeing  not  to  march 
through  a mainly  Catholic  section  of  the  Lower  Ormeau  Road 
in  south  Belfast. 

Police  had  cordoned  off  the  Ormeau  Bridge  as  a precaution 
but  the  procession  of  30  bandsmen  and  20  Apprentice  Boys 
turned  left  on  to  the  Ormeau  Embankment  before  travelling  by 
bus  tea  big  demonstration  in  KiUyleagh,  Co  Down.  Tommy 

Cheevers  of  the  Apprentice  Boys  said  he  hoped  the  decision 
would  set  the  tone  for  a peaceful  marching  season.  At  the  same 
march  last  year  there  were  violent  clashes  and  petrol  bombing. 

Negotiations  are  going  on  to  try  to  agree  compromises  in 
Dunloy,  Co  Antrim.  Beltaghy.  Co  Londonderry,  and  also  Drum- 
cree,  Co  Armagh,  where  last  year  the  RUC  backed  down  under 
the  threat  of  violence  and  allow  Orangemen  to  march  down  the 
mainly  Catholic  Garvaghy  Road  in  Portadown. 

Swampy  to  stand  as  IMP 

SWAMPY,  the  anti-roads  campaigner,  yesterday  abseiled  down  a 
100ft  cliff  on  the  site  of  foe  proposed  second  runway  at  Manchester 
airport  and  announced  he  would  be  standing  in  the  general 
election  for  the  Never  Mind  The  Ballots  Party  at  Blackley,  north 
Manchester.  At  his  tunnel  dug  under  the  site.  Swampy  launched 
his  10-point  “Don’t  fry,  don't  drive”  manifesto,  and  said:  “I  want  to 
put  environmental  issues  first  Fm  standing  against  Graham 
Stringer,  the  Labour  party  candidate,  who  Is  chair  of  Manchester 
Airport  pic.” 

Swampy,  the  23-year-old  activist  whose  real  name  is  Daniel 
Hooper,  was  the  last  to  emerge  from  tunnels  dug  under  the  A30  in 
Devon.  Last  month  he  was  arrested  for  allegedly  damaging  a 

fence  on  the  site  and  will  appear  in  court  Jn  April 

Priest  charged  with  trespass 

A CATHOLIC  priest  was  among  eight  people  charged  with  tres- 
pass under  the  Civil  Aviation  Act  yesterday  during  an  Easter 
protest  ngfffrwt  rtwttra  wTiaggrt  sale  of  jets  to  Indonesia  for  use 
against  the  people  of  East  Timor. 

Father  Arthur  Fitzgerald,  of  St  Michael's  church  in  Liverpool, 
was  arrested  as  he  held  an  Easter  liturgy  with  parishioners  and 
East  Timor  refugees  inside  the  British  Aerospace  Hawk  Jet 
factory  at  Warton,  Lancashire.  The  party  of  eight  protesters 
formed  a “human  stepladder”  to  climb  the  fence  to  mark  the  start 
of  a day  of  action  at  the  base. 


Hope  for  oil-spill  beach 

ENVIRONMENTAL  experts  expressed  confidence  yesterday  that 
nil  washed  ashore  from  a cargo  ship  wrecked  on  rocks  at  Perth 
Hefflck  bay.  a site  of  special  scientific  Interest  on  the  main  ScOly 
island  cf  St  Mary's,  would  cause  little  coastal  damage.  The 
director  of  the  islands'  environmental  trust,  Andrew  Gibson,  said 
there  would  be  a short  term  loss  of  marine  life. 

The  tug  Salvage  Chief  continued  pumping  around  90  tonnes  of 
fuel  oil  from  the  Antiguan-registered  Cifau  which  went  aground  in 
gwlea  last  week.  Oiled  sand  win  be  removed  by  mechanical 
diggers,  cleaned  and  returned  to  the  beach,  and  rocks  In  the  bay 
will  be  washed  dean  of  oil 


Glasgow  axes  Mr  Happy 

GLASGOW  council  which,  recently  pushed  through  £80  million 
of  spending  cuts,  has  been  forced  to  erase  the  Mr  Happy  cartoon 
character  which  helped  re-build  the  city’s  image  because  it 
cannot  afford  the  annual  copyright  fi*s  of  £28,000  for  the  logo  and 
its  caption  Glasgow's  Miles  Better.  Inspired  by  America's  I Love 
NY  campaign,  the  Roger  Hargreaves  figure  appeared  on  every- 
thing  foam  buses  to  council  notepaper  and  has  been  credited  with 
hoping  Glasgow  claim  the  title  European  City  of  Culture 
1990.  - — Erknd  Clouston 


Divers  suffer  from  ‘bends’ 

THREE  members  afadiving  dub  in  Folkestone,  Kent,  who  are 
thought  to  have  suffered  from  the  “bends’ ' at  a depth  of  32  metres 
off  the  Kent  caastwere  yesterday  said  to  be  doing  well  at  a special 
medical  unit  in  Belgium. 

They  were  airlifted  toa  decompression  chamber  in  Ostend 
after  being  bought  from  the  sea  near  Dover,  a spokesman  for  the 
Dover  coastguard  said.  One  was  said  to  he  unconscious  while  the 
other  two  bad  been  taken  to  the  medical  unit  as  a precaution. 


Bishop  recommends  Koran 

THE  BISHOP  of  Jarrow  who  gave  up  the  Bible  for  Lent  to  read  the 
Koran  said  he  found  the  Muslim  holy  book  like  "gazing  at  a very 
beautiflil  tapestry”.  The  Right  Reverend  Alan  Smithson  said : “It 
has  berai  a very  good  six  weeks  for  me,  I found  the  Koran  a 
fascinating  book.  In  the  Koran  you  are  brought  back  to  recurring 
themes,  the  reader  is  always  being  recalled  to  the  fundamentals.  I 
found  a lot  of  resonances  with  the  Bible,  themes  like  the  compas- 
sion and  mercy  of  God  nm  through  the  Koi^as  well" 


Mother  battered  to  death 

DETECTIVES  were  yesterday  hunting  the  kfller  of  the  mother  of 
two  young  children  who  was  found  battered  to  death  in  an  attic 
bedroom  at  her  home  in  Brighton.  Deborah  Thomas.  37,  a poet, 
had  severe  head  injuries  caused  by  a blunt  object  Her  two 
children,  a boy  aged  10  aadagiriaged  five,  ware  away  at  the  time 
with  relatives. 


GPs’  appeal  cuts  non-urgent  Easter  calls 


Kate  Watson-Smyth  on  one  surgery’s 
campaign  to  curb  ‘ludicrous’  requests 


A CAMPAIGN  to  persuade 
people  not  to  call  GPs 
out  over  the  Easter  holi- 
day except  for  emergencies  or 
serious  illness  was  a success, 
according  to  one  doctor  who 
kept  a diary  of  calls  over  the 
four  day  holiday. 

David  Moor,  who  works  for 
a cooperative  of  43  doctors 
caring  for  72,000  patients  in 


Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  said 
that  although  the  surgery  bad 
been  busy  there  were  signifi- 
cantly fewer  unnecessary  or 
inappropriate  calls  than 
expected. 

However,  among  them  was 
a cah-out  for  sleeping  pills  to 
counter  the  effects  of  a neigh- 
bour's noisy  party,  one  to 
mend  a Zimmer  frame  and 


Derek  Malcolm  reviews  the 
latest  film  releases 

every  Friday  in 

77^Guardlh— 


four  for  morning-after  pills  to 
prevent  pregnancy. 

From  Friday  morning  until 
Monday  evening.  Dr  Moor 
noted  all  the  calls  he  received 
and  those  of  his  colleagues. 
By  6pm  on  Monday  the  co-op 
had  seen  297  patients,  most  of 
whom  were  genuine  cases. 

"There  are  always  some  lu- 
dicrous calls,  and  there  are  al- 
ways people  who  forget  to 
renew  their  prescriptions,  but 
on  the  whole  the  message  has 
got  through  and  people  have 
not  been  wasting  anyone’s 
time,"  Dr  Moor  said. 

He  stressed  that  the  cam- 
paign was  not  to  prevent 
people  from  calling  out  their 
doctors  but  to  persuade  them 
to  ring  for  advice  first 

Of  the  297  patients,  ll  had 
forgotten  to  stock  up  on  their 
medication  — two  of  whom 
were  drug  addicts  who  could 
not  be  given  large  prescrip- 
tions — and  five  were  drunks. 

Among  the  22  “inappropri- 
ate” calls  was  the  one  from 
the  woman  who  wanted  sleep* 
ing  pills  to  overcome  the  next- 
door  noise,  and  one  from  a 42- 
year-old  man  who  complained 


David  Moor:  ‘I  learned  to 
control  my  temper1 

that  he  had  been  tired  for  four 
days.  Another  concerned  a lit- 
tle boy  who  had  eaten  a small 
piece  of  soap. 

Dr  Moor  said  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  this  type  of  request 
and  only  mildly  put  out  by  the 
woman  who  wanted  paraceta- 
mol delivered  to  her  because 
the  chemist  was  closed. 

“I  have  learned  to  control 
my  temper  these  days,"  be 
said  of  the  call  from  an  el- 


derly lady  asking  him  to  fix 
her  Zimmer  frame.  “As  a 
young  doctor  It  can  drive  you 
scatty  dealing  with  these  sort 
of  calls,  but  now  I tend  to  be 
amused  by  them  — even 
when  they  become  stroppy, 
which  they  often  do.” 

Dr  Moor  said  49  per  cent  of 
the  calls  had  been  dealt  with 
over  the  telephone.  “Some- 
times we  send  transport  to 
bring  them  to  the  centre,  or 
they  may  need  to  go  straight 
to  casualty.  If  they  need  a pre- 
scription we  can  ring  it 
through  to  a chemist  near 
them  so  they  don't  have  to  go 
far  to  pick  it  up." 

He  believed  that  the  Pa- 
tients' Association’s  fear  that 
the  campaign  would  mairo  the 
elderly  worried  about  calling 
the  doctor  was  unfounded. 
“About  29  per  cent  of  calls 
were  from  people  aged  over  68. 
and  we  have  no  evidence  that 
people  have  been  flooding  into 
casualty  wards,  which  was  the 
other  fear,"  he  said. 

‘Tor  the  most  part  people 
have  been  very  sensible',  and 
the  campaign  has  worked 
very  well 
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JJ^lewfn9el  begins  the  Guardian 
of  individual  constituencies 
a look  at  one  of  Scotland’s  least 
Known  and  least  predictable  seats 


Wild  and 
mysterious 
■ . .and 
that’s  just  the 
candidates 
in  four-way 
fight  to 
take  bonny 
Glendyde 


Is 


THE  Boundary  Com- 
missioners who  de- 
cide the  names  of 
constituencies  in 
Scotland  normally  have  a 
poetic  cast  of  mind.  They 
make  places  sound  wild 
and  mysterious.  There  is 
Tweeddale.  Ettrick  and 
Lauderdale  (Sir  David 
Steel's  old  seat);  Carrick. 
Cumnock  and  Doon  Valley; 
Galloway  and  Upper  Niths- 
dale . . . 

And  then  there  is  Glen- 
clyde  North.  No  border 
reivers  plundered  here,  and 
if  the  clansmen  battled 
over  the  land,  they  proba- 
bly gave  up  and  went  homes. 
It  is  a flat  part  of  Scotland, 
north  of  the  big  cities, 
south  of  the  Highlands:  dor- 
mitory towns  that  never 
wake  up  and  villages  that 
travellers  pass  by. 

The  constituency  has 


been  so  redistributed  that 
even  the  experts  are  baffled 
as  to  its  electoral  form.  The 
Political  Research  Unit  at 
the  University  of  Dumbar- 
ton says  it  could  even  be  a 
four- way  marginal,  whose 
fortunes  could  depend  not 
merely  on  the  national 
swing  but  on  how  voters 
react  to  the  candidates. 

Hamlsh  McHenry, 
Labour’s  man,  told  the 
local  party  when  he  was 
chosen  that  he  did  not 
think  the  electorate  were 
interested  in  either  listen- 
ing to  speeches  or  being  dis- 
turbed while  watching 
football  • 

So  ' when  he  goes  round 
the  streets  and  parish  halls 
of  Glendyde  he  gives  a 
brief  political  intro  then 
gets  oat  his  guitar,  and 
plays  in  Hie  style  known  as 
Highland  Bluegrass: 


Ob,  Pm  aBlairite,  cant  you  see?.  New  Labour's  the  party  for  me . . - Hamlsh  McHenry  with  his  guitar  version  of  the  manifestoPHoroGRAPH  murdo  mbleod 


Oh,  I’m  a Bkdrite,  cant 
you  see? 

New  Labour's  the  party 
Jbrme... 

The  verses  are  mostly  tin- 
controversial  renderings  of 
the  likely  contents  of  the 
manifesto,  though  if  he 
thtnirs  the  audience’s  atten- 
tion is  beginning  to  wander 
he  slips  in  little  extras  just 
to  see  if  they*!*  listening. 

Well  kill  the  bosses  with 
our  troops 

If  that  goes  down  weU 
with  the  focus  groups... 

Mr  McHenry’s  methods 
might  normally  be  picked 
up  by  his  nationalist  oppo- 
nent, but  eccentricity  is  rel- 
ative in  Glendyde  North. 

The  SNP  candidate  has 
just  changed  his  name  to 
Dafyd  ap  Gwilym.  Mr  ap 
Gwilym  is  adamant  that  he 
is  making  a serious-  point: 
“Ours  is  not  a narrow- 


minded nationalism.  I 
wanted  to  show  our  solidar- 
ity with  Ar  friends  In 
Plaid  Cymru. 

“I  am  hoping  one  of  their 
candidates  might  make  a 
reciprocal  gesture  and'flght 
one  of  the  Welsh  seats 
under  a good  Scottish 
'name.  Otherwise  I might 
change  mine  to  something 
Irish  or  Breton.  I want  to 
emphasise  the  pan-Celtic 
dimension.” 

Mr  .ap  Gwilym  was  not 
keen  to  show  the  Guardian 
his  election  address.  He 
thought  the  English  would 
“misunderstand”  certain 
portions  of  it-  - ' 

“The  suggestion  that 
aimed  border  police  would 
be  stationed  on  the  Al  and 
A74  might  create-  some 
alarm  among  your  readers. 
But  we  are  only  anxious  to 
control  our  own  affairs.  We 


will  obviously  continue  to 
welcome  Guardian  readers, 
and  parties  of  old  age  pen- 
sioners on  seven-day  coach 
tours  of  the  Trossachs.” 

The  Tory  candidate  is  fu- 
rious about  Mr  ap  Gwi- 
lym’s suggestion.  “Many 
electors  will  abhor  this 
idea,  which  win  hasten  the 
break-up  of  the  UK.  That 
might'  suit  Mr  Smarmy 
Blair,  but  It  would  be  very 
inconvenient,*’  said  Sir 
Ronald  McNoon  (the  second 
baronet). 

“I  belong  to  quite  a lot  of 
good  London  clubs  open 
very  late  at  night,  which 
have  been  recommended  to 
me  by  colleagues  in  the 
Conservative  Party.  I . am 
looking  forward  to  visiting 
them  more  often.” 

Sir  Ronald  is  a libertar- 
ian, and  a supporter  of  the 
Home  Secretary.  “Mikey 


has  a lot  of  excellent  ideas 
and  he's  a very  good  sport 
When  he  came  to  speak  at 
our  annual  dinner  last 
year,  we  shared  an  excel- 
lent spttiC.”  Spliff  Sir  Ron- 
ald hastily  explained,  is 
local  slang  for  malt  whisky. 

Amid  all  this,  a touch  of 
mystery  and  intrigue  is 
added  by  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crat candidate,  Dora 
McFadden.  There  ia  an 
local  rumour  that  a Sunday 
newspaper  will  reveal  that 
She  not  merely  used  to  be  a 
man,  before  a sex  change 
operation  some  years  ago, 
but  was  also  a backbench 
Conservative  MP  during 
the  early  1970s. 

Ms  McFadden  declines  to 
state  which  MP  she  might 
have  been  — though  the 
Guardian’s  inquiries  have 
specifically,  ruled  out  Sir 
Tnfton  Beamish,  Rear  Ad- 


miral Morgan-Giles.  Jef- 
frey Archer,  Dame  Elaine 
KeUett-Bowman  and  Sir 
Edward  Heath. 

“Was  the  change  pain- 
fill?”  I asked.  “Oh,  yes,”  Ms 
McFadden  replied.  “Not  the 
operation.  Becoming  a Lib- 
eral. That  was  the  hard  bit. 
But  I didn’t  think  any  Con- 
servative association  would 
accept  me,  particularly  if 
they  found  out  about  me 
having  supported  the  Heath 
government.  The  Liberals 
aren't  fussy  at  alL” 

Local  bookmakers  so  far 
are  refusing  to  offer  odds 
on  the  race.  “These  people, 
they're  unreal,  aren’t 
they?”  said  Dick  McMunn 
(“Don’t  get  done;  bet  with 
McMunn”}  from  his  high 
street  shop.  “I  mean  Major, 
Blair,  the  lot  of  them.  I 
reckon  someone’s  made 
them  up.” 


BRITAIN  5 

Two 
youths 
killed 
on  city 
rail  line 

Martin  Wafaiwright 


Transport  police 

issued  fresh  warnings 
yesterday  about  the  “le- 
thal playground"  created  by 
modem,  fast  and  quiet  trains, 
after  two  teenagers  were 
killed  on  an  urban  stretch  of 
line  notoriously  frequented 
by  teenage  gangs. 

The  boys,  aged  17  and  15, 
were  hit  by  a 90mph  express 
between  Cross  Gates  and 
Leeds  City  stations,  an  area 
which  has  been  the  subject  of 
repeated  appeals  for  children 
to  keep  off  the  lines. 

One  teenager  died  Instantly 
and  the  other  in  hospital  after 
attempts  to  resuscitate  him 
by  the  track.  A third  boy  ran 
from  the  scene  but  was  later 
being  questioned  by  British 
Transport  Police  in  Leeds. 

The  tragedy  follows  a cata- 
logue of  trespass  and  vandal- 
ism on  lines  around  Leeds 
centre,  where  embankments 
offer  a tempting  playground. 
Railtrack  and  its  predecessor, 
British  Rail,  have  frequently 
warned  that  railway  “games” 
have  become  suicidal  in  the 
age  of  modem  trains. 

British  Transport  police 
had  been  called  to  the  area 
shortly  before  the  incident 
after  reports  of  youths 
trespassing 

Last  year  over  1,600  of- 
fences were  committed  in  the 
Leeds  and  Bradford  rail  area. 
Including  missile-throwing 
and  the  building  of  a snow- 
man reinforced  with  stones 
on  one  line  overnight 
“We  have  had  problems  in 
the  past  with  obstructions  on 
the  line,  stone  throwing  and 
damaged  fencing,  although 
we  are  not  saying  that  had  a 
hearing  on  this  incident,” 
said  a spokeswoman  for  Rail- 
track.  “Our  priority  will  be  to 
find  out  how  the  boys  hap- 
pened to  be  on  the  trackside." 

The  victims,  who  will  be 
named  today  alter  families 
have  been  informed,  were 
spotted  by  the  train  driver 
moments  before  the  Impact 
late  on  Sunday  night.  The 
Middlesbrough  to  Manchester 
Airport  service  was  made  up 
of  two  half-empty  carriages. 
The  driver  was  the  first  to 
find  the  boys  and  was  sent 
home  suffering  from  shock 
after  taking  the  train  in  to 
Leeds  City  station.  The  line 
was  closed  until  yesterday 
morning. 
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Death  by  the 


Two  young  Scout  leaders  were  crushed  by 
a sudden  foil  of  rock.  Alison  Daniels  reports 


A SCOUT  leader  whose 
two  young  col 
leagues  were 
crushed  to  death 
under  Ions  of  sandstone  rock 
yesterday  described  how 
boulders  fell  on  bis  friends 
without  warning,  giving 
them  no  chance  to  move,  or 
speak  before  they  died. 

Marcus  Hill,  aged  £5.  who 
narrowly  escaped  from  the 
rock  fall,  said  be  and  lifelong 
scouting  enthusiasts  Stuart 
Perkins,  aged  20,  and  David 
Weaver,  aged  21,  had  been 
relaxing  with  a few  cans  of 
beer  round  the  camp  fire  at 
the  base  of  a rock-foce  at 
midnight  on  Sunday,  part- 
way through  a holiday  week- 
end expedition. 

“Without  warning  the 
rocks  fell  on  us.  They  dJdn  t 
even  have  time  to  move  or 
say  anything. 

“We  were  talking  about 
television,  cars  and  life  in 
general.  It  was  very  sudden, 
the  rocks  just  fell  in." 

The  dead  men  had  been 
among  five  leaders  In  charge 
oT  a Easter  weekend  camping 
trip  of  12  scouts  from  the 
Kidderminster  11th  Scout 
Group  at  Cider  HUl  farm 
near  Cleobury  Mortimer  in 
Shropshire.  - 

David  Weaver  and  Stuart 
Perkins,  both  from  Kidder- 
minster in  Worcestershire, 
were  buried  under  four  feet 
of  tonne-weight  slabs  of 
rocks  after  an  overhang 
above  their  camp  fire 
collapsed. 

It  Is  thought  they  were  al- 
ready dead  before  emer- 
gency services  were  brought 
in  and  .began  a three-hour 
operation,  with  the  help  of  a 
JCB  mechanical  digger,  to 
remove  their  bodies  from  be- 
neath the  rocks.  The  form 
Site  Is  a vary  popular  camp- 
ing spot  near  the  River  Rea. 

The -accident  happened 
about  400  yards,  from  where 
the  12  scows  and  two  other 
leaders,  including  Mr  HUl  s 
girlfriend;  were  already 


sleeping  in  tents.  Two  hours 
before,  all  the  scouts  had 
been  gathered  around  the 
same  camp-fire  with  the 
leaders,  listening  to  ghost 
stories  and  singing  together. 

After  being  treated  for 
shock  at  Kidderminster  hos- 
pital, Mr  Hill,  a technician 
with  Malvern  Hills  district 
council,  described  how  he 
climbed  over  the  rocks  be- 
fore running  to  a telephone 
box  to  raise  the  alarm. 

He  said  that  the  police  ar- 
rived within  six  minutes.  He 
helped  them  to  search  near 
the  overhang  until  the  offi- 
cers were  sure  there  were  no 
signs  of  life. 

The  scouts,  aged  between 
12  and  15,  were  meanwhile 
taken  away  to  accommoda- 
tion In  a village  nearby 
while  their  parents  were 
contacted.  Most  of  the  scouts 
were  unaware  of  what  had 
happened. 

A fire  officer,  Andy  Bates, 
said  the  men  had  not  stood  a 
chancel  He  said  that  if  Mr 
HUL  who  had  been  sitting 
with  his  bade  right  against 
the  rock,  had  moved  any- 
closer  to  his  friends,  he 
would  have  certainly  died 
too. 

It  is  thought  the  camp  Are 
must . have  dried  out  the 
sandstone  rock,  which  then 
caused  it  to  collapse. 

Relatives  of  the  dead  men 
described  them  as  dedicated 
scouts  with  a love  of  life  and 
outdoor  pursuits. 

Paul  Weaver,  aged  19.  said 
his  brother  David  had  been 
Involved  with  the  scouts 
since  joining  the  cubs,  and 
had  had  taken  groups  out 
camping  before.  But  it  was 
an  accident  which  couldn  t 
be  foreseen. 

“It  was  just  the  wrong 
night  and  they  were  in  the 
wrong  place." 

Paid,  , who  has  a younger 
brother,  John,  aged  17.  said 
that  David,  a second-year 
marketing  student  at  South- 
ampton university,  regu- 


larly returned  home  to  assist 
with  the  scout  group  because 
he  enjoyed  the  activities  so 
much. 

Mr  Weaver's  parents, 
Keith  and  Margaret  a for- 
mer cub  leader,  were  too  up- 
set to  talk  before  attending 
communion  service  at  their 
local  church. 

Stuart  Perkins's  parents, 
Michael  and  Christina,  who 
live  near  the  scout  group’s 
headquarters  in  Kiddermin- 
ster, said  their  son  had  been 
on  camps  at  the  same  site 
many  times  before. 

Mr  Perkins  said  that  Stu- 
art, an  assistant  with  a bath- 
room fitting  firm,  had  been  a 
cub  and  attended  scout  activ- 
ities meetings  every  week 
since  he  was  very  young. 
“He  started  off  as  a cub  and 
had  followed  it  right 
through.  It  was  the  main  In- 
terest in  his  life,  along  with 
his  car. 

Tributes  came  in  from  the 
scouting  movement.  Martin 
Packer,  leader  of  the  Kidder- 
minster group,  said  the  five 
leaders  were  very  experi- 
enced scouts  who  lived  and 
breathed  scouting. 

Chris  Reynolds,  district 
commissioner  for  scouts, 
said  the  two  dead  men  were 
high-Byers  in  the  movement 
and  had  become  assistant 
leaders  at  18. 

Gareth  Roberts,  the  scout- 
ing field  commissioner  for 
the  county,  stressed  that  the 
deaths  were  a tragic  acci- 
dent, and.assored  parents  of 
young  scouts  enjoying  simi- 
lar activities  that  they  were 
in  safe  hands. 

“These  young  men  had  a 
lot  to  offer  the  whole  commu- 
nity, as  well  as  the  local 
scout  group.  They  were 
doing  something  which  they 
must  have  believed  to  be  ab- 
solutely safe  — sitting 
around  the  camp  fire,  in  true 
scout  style,  at  the  end  of  the 
day. 

"It  was  by  any  measure  a 
tragic  accident." 
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Tape  seals  off  the  site  of  the  camp  fire  where  rocks  collapsed  and  killed  two  scout  leaders  enjoying  a drink  after  a sing-song  with  their  charges 

‘Without  warning  the  rocks  fell 
on  us.  They  didn’t  have  time  to 
move  or  say  anything.  We  were 
talking  about  television,  cars 
and  life  in  general  and  it 
was  very  sudden,  the  rocks 
just  fell  in’ 

Marcus  Hill 


Stuart  Perkins,  left,  and  David  Weaver,  centre,  died:  Marcos  Hill,  right,  survived 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 

News  in  brief 

Albania  mourns  83 
sea  collision  victims 

ALBANIA  paused  at  midday  yesterday  to  mourn  the  83  people 
Tirana  says  died  after  their  Russian-built  vessel  sank  in  a 
collision  with  an  Italian  naval  ship  on  Friday. 

Many  of  the  34  survivors  accuse  the  Italian  navy  of  ramming 
their  vessel  to  stem  the  flood  of  refugees.  Four  bodies  ha  ve  so  far 
been  found.  Italy's  navy  denies  it  was  to  blame. 

Rome  pushed  ahead  with  plans  for  a multinational  force  of 
2,500  to  protect  aid  to  Albania.  A further  2,500  personnel  are  to 
be  in  reserve.  Athens  said  11  would  contribute  about  700  sol- 
diers, and  Romania  said  it  would  send  400. — Reuter.  Tirana. 

Yeltsin  seeks  Belarus  union 

PRESIDENT  Boris  Yeltsin  ofRussia  gave  the  green  light  yester- 
day to  a draft  treaty  on  union  with  Belarus,  despite  liberals'  fears 
that  it  would  sign  away  some  of  his  powers  to  a hardliner. 

Mr  Yeltsin's  foreign  affairs  adviser.  Dmitry  Ryurikov.  told  Itar- 
Tass  news  agency  that  the  president  had  “on  the  whole  approved 
the  draft"  of  a document  to  be  signed  tomorrow  with  the  president 
ofBelarus,  Alexander  Lukashenko.  But  he  said  the  agreement 
could  be  amended  before  tomorrow. 

A draft  of  the  treatyappeared  to  provide  for  a union  of 
independent  states  that  closely  co-ordinated  foreign,  economic 
and  military  policies.  — Reuter.  Moscow. 

Yemeni  faces  firing  squad 

A YEMENI  gunman  was  condemned  yesterday  to  death  by  firing 
squad  for  killing  a headmistress,  a teacher  and  three  children  in 
an  attack  at  two  schools  in  the  Yemeni  capital  Sana'a  cm  Sunday. 
Three  other  children  are  critically  01  in  hospital. 

Mohammed  Ahmad  Misleh  opened  fire  with  an  assault  rifle  on 
hundreds  of  pupils  aged  between  six  and  18  at  two  neighbouring 
schools  in  a Sana'a  suburb. 

He  said  be  bad  meant  to  kill  the  husband  of  the  headteacher, 
alleging  the  couple  had  approved  the  kidnapping  and  rape  of  his 
eight-year-old  daughter  18  months  ago,  after  a land  dispute.  But  a 
medical  report  said  the  girl  was  still  a virgin  and  had  not  been 
raped.  The  prosecutor-general  said  the  condemned  man's  appeal 
would  be  heard  today.  — Reuter.  Sana  'a. 


Le  Pen  followers  held 

FOUR  members  of  France's  far-right  National  Front  were  de- 
tained yesterday  for  posing  as  policemen  and  arresting  two  anii- 
Front  protesters  in  Strasbourg,  a state  prosecutor  said. 

Edmond  Stenger  said  the  four  would  go  on  trial  today  for 
"making  illegal  arrests  and  wrongfully  assuming  the  functions  of 
officers  In  the  criminal  police",  a charge  that  carries  up  to  five 
years  in  prison. 

One  Front  member  was  named  as  Claude  Jaflres.  an  elected 
local  councillor  in  the  Puy-de-Dome  region.  The  other  three 
belong  to  the  party's  security  services. 

Thirteen  people  detained  in  clashes  with  police  on  Saturday 
after  a protest  march  against  the  Front’s  congress  also  fece 
trial — Reuter.  Strasbourg. 


McVeigh  jury  assembles 

TIGHT  security  surrounded  the  federal  court  complex  In  Denver 
yesterday  where  jury  selection  began  for  the  trial  of  the  Gulf  war 
veteran  Timothy  McVeigh,  accused  endowing  up  a federal 
building  in  Oklahoma  City  on  April  19 1395.  Nineteen  children 
were  among  the  dead. 

Notices  were  sent  to  1,000 prospective  jurors  in  Denver  and  22 
surrounding  counties,  the  largest  potential  pool  of  jurors  in 
Colorado  history  . 

Prosecutors  will  argue  that  Mr  McVeigh  and  his  alleged  accom- 
plice, Terry  Nichols,  harboured  anti-government  sentiment  after 
an  attack  by  federal  agents  on  the  Branch  Davidian  compound  at 
Waco,  Texas  led  to  the  deaths  of  about  80  people  on  April  19 199% 
exactly  two  years  before  the  Oklahoma  blast — Reuter.  Denver. 


US  picks  Nato  commander 

PRESIDENT  BUI  Clinton  has  chosen  the  United  States  array 
general  Wesley  Clark  as  commander  ofNato  forces  In  Europe  and 
of  US  forces  in  Europe,  a senior  Pentagon  official  said  yesterday. 

Gen  Clark,  aged  52.  speaks  Russian  and  was  a key  member  of 
the  US  team  that  helped  broker  the  1995  Dayton  peace  accords  on 
Bosnia.  He  would  replace  the  retiring  General  George  Joulwan. 

Gen  Clark,  a former  Rhodes  scholar  at  Oxford,  is  expected  to  be 
approved  by  other  Nato  countries.  — Reuter.  Washington. 


S Korea  eases  rice  ban 

SOUTH  KOREA  will  lift  a ban  on  civilian  shipments  of  rice  to 
North  Korea  to  promote  peace  talks,  Seoul  said  yesterday. 

But  large-scale  government  shipments  of  rice  will  remain 
banned  until  North  Korea  enters  peace  talks  with  Seoul,  said 
Kang  Ho-yang.  the  spokesman  for  Seoul’s  Unification  Board, 
which  handles  North  Korean  affairs.  — AP.  Seoul 


Children  survive  walkabout 

SIX  children  trekked  37  miles  in  two  days  through  the  Australian 
outback  to  get  help  for  seven  more  children  and  a woman 
stranded  in  a broken-down  estate  car,  police  said  yesterday. 

Wanda  Schultz,  aged  27,  had  taken  her  five  children,  their 
cousins  and  friends  foraging  for  the  Aboriginal  food  of  bardy 
grubs.  Neither  the  children,  aged  between  seven  months  and  16 
years,  nor  Ms  Schultz  were  suffering  from  exposure  or  dehydra- 
tion, a hospital  spokeswoman  said.  — AP,  Path. 
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Shame  in  the  subcontinent 


Death  knell  for 
Indian  coalition 


Suwihw  Gotdenberg 
in  Now  Delhi 


W hen  your  car  lets  you  down. 

Green  Flag  won't.  On  average,  we  rescue 
our  members  in  just  35  minutes: 

And  if  were  not  with  you  In  less  than 
one  hour,  you  can  claim  £10  back. 

nwmmmg® 

'«*«*•** fiff.  M4XX » A.  " =;• 

Green  Flag  Hflf 

Motoring  Assistance 


WMlllimtllU 


THE  Indian  president 
Shankar  Dayalj 
Sharma,  sounded 
the  death  knell  of 
H.  D.  Deve  Gowda's 
government  yesterday,  giving 
the  prime  minister  11  days  to 
Show  that  hlS  Shaky  alllanna 


can  still  command  a majority 
In  parliament  despite  its  be- 
trayal by  the  Congress  party. 

The  president's  verdict,  de- 
livered in  a one-line  commu- 
nique, was  aimpri  at  contain- 
ing the  political  free-for-all 
that  Is  bound  to  follow  the 
party's  withdrawal  of  support 
for  the  13-party  coalition  on 
Sunday.  The  Congress  was 
not  In  the  alliance,  though  its 
support  was  vitaL 
Few  now  expect  — or  want 
— fresh  elections.  Mr  Gow- 
da's government  was  In- 
stalled barely  nine  months 
ago,  after  weeks  of  behind- 
the-scenes  political  machina- 
tions. The  prospect  of  more  of 
the  same  before  the  April  11 
confidence  vote  has  caused 


widespread  disgust  among  In- 
dians, who  were,  in  any 
event  greatly  disenchanted 
with  their  elected  leaders. 

"Looking  ahead,  as  yet  an- 
other shameful  political  act 
unfolds  in  the  coming  week, 
is  a depressing  thought' " the 
Indian  Express  said  In  a front 
page  editorial.  Like  other 
newspaper  leader  comments, 
it  was  scathing  about  the  Con- 
gress party  president,  the  el- 


parliamentary  approval  and 
the  Pakistan  foreign  secre- 
tary In  the  capital,  is  shock- 
ing and  would  further 
strengthen  the  anti-politician 
and,  sadly  even  anti -system 
[anti-democratic]  mood  In  a 
country  held  to  ransom  by 
pnTitteianB  bankrupt  of  ideas 
or  ideology.'* 

The  resulting  confusion  has 
already  taken  its  toll  The  for- 
eign minister,  L E-  Gujral, 
accused  Mr  Kesri  yesterday 
of  sabotaging  the  first  official 
talks  for  three  years  between 
Pakistani  and  frullan  civil 
servants,  at  the  weekend. 

His  representative  at  the 
talks,  the  foreign  secretary 
Salman  Haider,  was  more  cir- 
cumspect. Although  it  was 


‘Looking  ahead,  as  yet  another  shameful 
act  unfolds,  is  a depressing  thought1 


derly  Sftaram  Kesri,  who  told 
the  president  he  was  pulling 
the  plug  on  the  Gowda  gov- 
ernment before  informing  his 
party  colleagues. 

"Nobody,  not  even  Sitaram 
Kesri's  quartet  of  doting  Pom- 
eranians. would  take  his  self- 
serving  inrilcfmgnt  of  Gowda 
...  seriously"  the  Express 
said. 

“The  tinw  and  mannpr  in 
which  it  has  been  done,  with 
a landmark  budget  awaiting 


unclear  whether  either  side 
had  budged  during  12  hours 
of  discussions  on  the  disputed 
territory  of  Kashmir.  Mr 
Haider  insisted  that  the  talks 
had  not  become  a non-event 
But  he  admitted  that  some 
issues  would  need  to  be  exam- 
ined “at  higher  levels,  where 
the  process  of  decision  mak- 
ing is  more  available” 

At  present  there  is  no  clear 
political  authority  in  India. 
While  Mr  Gowda  and  Mr 


Kesri  seem  the  obvious  con- 
tenders. the  coming  days  may 
throw  up  a new  leader,  from 
Mr  Gowda’s  United  Front  alli- 
ance or  the  Congress. 

The  rightwing  Hindu  Bhar- 
atiya Janata  Party,  although 
the  largest  party  in  parlia- 
ment, has  said  it  will  not  try 
to  form  a government. 

Although  Mr  Gowda  said  he 
would  not  stand  down  and 
that  his  alliance  was  "stand- 
ing together  like  a rock",  his 
survival  is  unlikely. 

The  Congress,  which  man- 
aged to  daw  its  way  back  by 
toppling  coalitions  in  Us  two 
previous  periods  out  of  power 
since  independence  50  years 
ago,  has  again  presented  itself 
as  the  natural  successor.  But 
it  is  uncertain  whether  it  can 
muster  the  support  it  needs  In 
parliament 

Mr  Kesri's  political  gamble, 
which  appears  to  have  been 
driven  by  his  personal  ambi- 
tion, has  severely  discomfited 
members  of  his  own  party. 

But  the  party’s  spokesman, 
V.N.  Gadgil,  was  confident 
that  Mr  Kesri  would  be  able 
to  win  over  MPs  from  other 
parties  to  form  a government 

"How  many  times  has  a de- 
cision been  taken  and  then 
the  party  executive  called? 
We  dent  go  by  textbook  de- 
mocracy,” he  said.  “They  win 
all  fail  into  line." 

G2  front 


Pakistan  ‘fails 
to  curb  abuse’ 


Kathy  Gannon 
in  Islamabad 

ILITANTS  in  Paki- 
stan have  massa- 
cred enemies  bowed 
in  prayer  in  their  places  of 
worship,  men  have  mur- 
dered women  in  the  name 
of  honour,  and  officials 
have  tortured  prisoners  to 
extract  confessions,  a 
human  rights  group  said 
yesterday. 

TTighiighHirg  the  failure 
of  successive  governments 
to  curb  such  abuses,  the 
Human  Rights  Commission 
of  Pakistan  reported  that: 

□ In  the  past  year,  350 
people  were  killed  and  450 
seriously  wounded  in  reli- 
giously motivated  violence. 
Bombs  were  planted  in 
mosques,  hand  grenades 
thrown  at  worshippers 
bowed  In  prayer,  and  bul- 
lets fired  at  religious 
Leaders. 

□ Of  the  estimated  100.000 
religious  schools  operating 
in  Pakistan,  at  least  2,500 
were  considered  “nurseries , 


of  militant  sectarianism*1 
receiving  foreign  fluids. 

U More  than  300  women 
were  killed  to  avenge  an  in- 
sult or  to  protect  the  hon- 
our of  the  family.  On  aver- 
age. a female  was  raped 
every  three  hours  last  year, 
nearly  half  of  them  were 

□ Two-thirds  of  women 
and  three-quarters  of  all 
men  are  illiterate. 

“This  is  a very,  very 
sorry  state  of  affairs."  the 

pTialwiwn  of  the  no m rain. 

sion,  Asma  Jehangir,  said. 

“We  don’t  seem  to  be  get- 
ting; on  track,”  she  said. 
“We  will  not  be  able  to 
redress  the  problems  until 
we  adhere  to  some  form  of 
political  system.” 

But  the  commission 
found  that  innings  and  ex- 
tortions, once  rampant  in 
Pakistan's  largest  city,  Ka- 
rachi, were  down.  And  the 
judiciary  began  to  assert  its 
independence  last  year, 
refusing  to  rubber-stamp 
the  actions  of  either  the 
president  or  the  prime  min- 
ister. — AP. 


Arab  boycott 
will  harm 
peace,  says 
Netanyahu 


Reform  and  Conservative  Jews  brandish,  broken  hearts  outside  the  Knesset  yesterday  in  protest  against  pnn<Hwgi»i«iaHmi  by  the  ultra-religious 
parties  that  would  make  conversions  to  Judaism  invalid  if  performed  by  rabbis  outside  the  ruling  Orthodox  stream  - — - 
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Shyam  Bhatta 
In  Jerusalem 


ISRAEL  yesterday  con- 
demned Arab  moves  to 
revive  file  economic  boycott  of 
the  Jewish  state,  and  warned 
that  it  would  damage  the 
Middle  East  peace  process. 

Arab  foreign  ministers 
meeting  at  the  Arab  League 
in  Cairo  last  night  called  on 
member  states  to  freeze  rela- 
tions “until  Israel  agrees  to 
Incitement  its  peace  agree- 
ments with  all  Arab  sides  and 
stops  violating  the  accords”.  •. 

The  Palestinian  Authority 
president,  Yasser  Arafat, 
said:  1 am  not  asking  [the  Is- 
raelis] for  the  moon.  I am  ask- 
ing for  the  honest  implemen- 
tation of  all  what  has  been 
agreed  upon." 

The  Arab  move  is  aimed  at 
those  countries  which  have 
low-level  trade  ties  with  Is- 
rael. They  exclude  Egypt  and 
Jordan,  the  only  two  Arab 
countries  that  have  signed 
peace  treaties  with  Israel. 

Israeli  hopes  of  buying  nat- 
ural gas  from  the  emirate  of 
Qatar  are  now  in  jeopardy,  as 
are  its  hopes  of  upgrading 
diplomatic  relations  with 
Tunisia  and  Morocco. 

The  Israeli  prime  minister, 
Binyamin  Netanyahu,  lashed 
out  at  Egypt  for  spearheading 
the  anti-Israel  campaign. 

'It’s  a step  backwards  from 
peace.  We  expected  Egypt  to 
lead  a position  to  moderate 
hostile  Arab  positions,  but  it 
took  file  other  route.  I don't 
think  this  whole  attempt  to 
reconstitute  the  boycott  can 
go  anywhere.” 

Yesterday  the  Israeli  army 
demolished  the  West  Bank 
home  of  Musa  Ghneimat,  the 
Palestinian  bomber  who 
killed  himself  and  three  Israe- 
lis with  a nail  studded  explo- 
sive in  a Tel  Aviv  cafe. 

• Egypt  has  secretly  exe- 
cuted an  Egyptian  business- 
man convicted  of  spying  for 
Israel,  the  weekly  Egyptian 
magazine  Al-Ahram  al-Arabi 


disclosed  yesterday. 


Grenade  attack  inquiry 
denounced  as  cover-up 


Wck  Cummlng-Bruce 
In  Phnom  Penh 

CAMBODIAN  authori- 
ties set  in  motion  yes- 
terday what  is  already 
seen  as  a cover-up  investiga- 
| tion  of  the  grenade  attack  on 
an  opposition  political  leader. 

It  was  the  worst  act  of  poll  t- 
ical  violence  since  the  UN-run 
elections  four  years  ago. 

At  least  16  people  have  now 
died  as  a result  of  the  attack 
on  a demonstration  ted  by 
Sam  Raiosy,  including  three 
Cambodian  journalists  who 
were  standing  dose  to  him. 
The  serious  nature  of  many  of 
the  injuries  makes  it  likely 
that  more  will  die. 

A woman  featured  in  press 
photographs  sitting  dazed 
with  a broken  teg  later  died 
from  loss  of  blood.  The  body- 
guard who  pushed  Mr  Rainsy 
to  the  ground  as  the  first  gre- 
nade exploded  was  himself 
killed.  Mr  Ralnsy*s  escape, 
says  a Western  analyst,  was 
! "a  miracle”. 

Phnom  Penh  hospitals  are 
i treating  more  than  iso  people 


injured  by  the  four  grenades. 


a high  proportion  of  a crowd 
initially  estimated  to  number 
only  150-200.  In  one  hospital 
three  patients  are  blinded  and 
several  more  have  lost  limbs. 

The  Investigation  started 
after  the  second  prime  minis- 
ter, Hun  Sen,  agreed  yester- 
day to  a proposal  by  the  first 
prime  minister.  Prince  Noro- 
dom Ranariddh,  that  it  should 
be  conducted  jointly  by  their 
respective  parties,  the  royal- 
ist Fnncinpec  and  the  Cambo- 
dian People’s  Party. 

Use  decision  not  to  leave 
the  investigation  to  'the 
police,  widely  seen  as  domi- 
nated by  the  GPP,  is  encour- 
aging, a human  rights  worker 
commented. 

But  there  is  little  expecta- 
tion that  the  investigation 
win  lead  to  a credible  result, 
in  a country  where  the  mur- 
der of  journalists,  and  a gre- 
nade attack  on  members  of 
another  opposition  party  18 
months  ago  after  a warning 
by  Mr  Hun  Sox  have  not  been 
solved. 

Mr  Rainsy  said  yesterday 
that  he  had  no  illusions  what. 


soever  about  the  result  of  the 
Investigation.  "Any  serious 
investigation  would  lead  back 
to  Mr  Hun  Sen  himself;  so 
how  can  you  expect  a proper 
resolution?” 

Western  observers  are  con- 
vinced that  the  attack,  by  at 
least  two  men.  one  in  a car, 
was  Intended  to  a&gacninnt«> 
Mr  Rainsy  and  to  Jrfn  many 
sympath  isers  - 

They  draw  attention  to  the 
curious  absence  police  — nor- 
mally present  at  demonstra- 
tions — and  the  proximity  to 
the  demonstration  of  Mr  Hon 
Sen's  private  security  staff 
who  allowed  one  man  identi- 
fied as  a grenade  thrower  to 
escape  but  blocked  attempts 
to  pursue  him. 

There  are  fears  that  any 
respite  In  the  political  battles 
that  spawned  Sunday’s  car- 
nage may  be  only  temporary. 
The  grenade  attack  was  “just 
the  beginning  of  the  vio- 
lence", a royalist  MP,  Ahmad 
Yahya,  said  yesterday. 

'T  think  we  will  have  more 
from  now  until  the  elections- 
.Democracy  in  Cambodia  Is 
doing  a U-turn  now.” 


Britons  in  Hong  Kong  rush 
to  keep  last  perk  of  empire 


Ancfrenv  lilflfllim 

bi  Hong  Kong 


SEAN  ASHMORE,  a 30- 
y ear-old  roofer  from 
Derbyshire,  has  a 
special  interest  in  the  hand- 
over of  Hong  Kong  this 
summer:  under  a roof  he 
helped  to  build.  Prince 
Charles  will  hand  the  col- 
ony back  to  China. 

“Let’s  just  hope  it  doesn’t 
rain,”  he  Joked. 

But  for  Mr  Ashmore  and 
many  him  him,  thp  transi- 
tion that  mattered  most 
happened  at  midnight  last 
night,  when  British  citizens 
lost  the  automatic  right  to 
work  In  Hong  Kong  for  a 
year  without  a visa. 

“It  has  been  quite  a privi- 
lege to  be  6,000  miles  from 
home  in  the  middle  of  Asia 
and  be  able  to  say,  *Otu  I 
want  a job’,”  said  Mr 
Ashmore. 

He  came  to  the  colony 
last  year  to  work  on  the 
roof  of  a new  Convention 
Centre,  the  venue  for  the 
formal  handover  ceremony 


by  British  and  Chinese 
dignitaries  on  June  30. 

Yesterday  he  joined  hun- 
dreds of  other  British  na- 
tionals seeking  to  prolong 
the  last  privilege  of  empire 
for  another  year.. 

They  took  a day  trip  to 
Macao,  the  Portuguese  en- 
clave on  the  other  side  of 
the  Pearl  River  estuary, 
and,  returning  to  Hong 
Kong  before  the  midnight 
deadline,  had.  their '-pass- 
ports stamped  fin:  a farther 
12  months.- 

Although  Britain  retains 
formal  control  of  its  last 
major  colony  for  another  91 
days,  it  is  withdrawing  the 
Immigration  privileges  of 
its  nationals  early. 

The  colony’s  legislature 
has  yet  to  endorse  the 
changes  but  posters  went 
up  weeks  ago  announcing 
bluntly:  "The  right  to  land 
British  citizens  will  be 
removed  on  April  1 1997.” 

The  changes  do  not  affect 
tourists,  who  stiff  do  not 
need  a visa.  . 

The  most  recent  figures 
from  the  colony’s  Immigra- 


tion department  show 
29,400  Britons  resident  in 
Hong  Kong  ' at  the  end  of 
February.  This  Is  about 
7,000  fewer  than  at  the 
same  time  last  year. 

Most  of  those  remaining 
seem  eager  to  stay,  despite 
the  wind-down  of  empire 
and  the  end  of  visa-free 
work.  ."I  couldn’t  give  a 
monkey's  really  about  the 
politics.  At  the  end.  of  the 
day  there  is  going  to  be 
work  here  for  a long  time,” 
said  Mr  Ashmore. 

Nicola  Rayford,  a 23-year- 
old  history  teacher,  is  more 
anxious,  worried  that  her 
work  will  change.  China 
has  already  demanded  the 
revision  of  history  text- 
books to  purge  colonial 
colouring. 

‘Tm  not  sure  how  much 
use  they  will  have  for 
people  like  me,"  she  said. 

• Hong  Kong  launched  a 
radio  service  yesterday  In 
Mandarin  Chinese,  the  offi- 
cial language  of  its  fixture 
rulers  in  China.  Most  of 
Hong  Kong’s  6.4  million 
people  speak  Cantonese. 
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*W»ch  squad 
®Wkes  terror  in 
gnome  owners 


jH»wrt  Smith  and — 
Ctwriutt#  Pham  In  Parts 


gnome  owners 
'are  bracing  themselves 
. 'or  a new  round  of  ab- 
ductions of  their  diminutive 
Garden  guardians  after  the 

Mled  ®arde»  Gnome 
Liberation  Front  (FLNJ)  yes- 
terday Pledged  a springtime 
offensive  against  kitsch. 

. ^Jbers  of  the  Normandy- 
based  Front  de  Liberation  des 
Nams  de  Jardln  said  they  in- 
tend to  extend  their  gnome 
abduction  operations  to  the 
rest  of  France,  after  raids  last 
year  in  Alencon  and  Caen  al- 
legedly rid  the  towns’  back  gar- 
dens of  the  bearded  taUcmanQ 
Gnome  owners,  not  content 
with  the  FLNJ’s  assurances 
that  plastic  toadstools,  plaster 
rabbits  and  other  garden  or- 
naments will  be  safe,  have 
told  French  newspapers  they 
want  police  to  step  up  patrols 
in  areas  where  the  comman- 


ds our  protest, 
and  it  has  worked. 
People  don’t  dare 
put  out  garden 
gnomes  any  more’ 


dos  are  active,  including  Brit- 
tany, the  Nice  suburbs  and 
Greater  Paris. 

A spokesman  for  the  year- 
old  FLNJ  agreed  to  outline 
the  group's  philosophy,  pro- 
vided that  he  was  not  named. 

The  man,  aged  20,  said:  "It 
is  our  way  of  protesting 
against  kitsch,  and  it  has 
worked.  There  is  not  a single 
gnome  on  show  in  Alencon. 
People  don’t  dare  put  them 
out  any  more." 

He  believes  the  FLNJ  has 
international  potential. 
“There  is  real  scope  in  places 
like  Germany  and  Britain  — 
more  so  than  in  France, 
which  has  a relatively  limited 
garden  gnome  population." 

Gnome  owners  who  have  al- 
ready been  targeted  by  the 
FLNJ  are  circumspect  But 
those  willing  to  come  forward 
say  the  FLNJ  is  heartless,  be- 
cause it  changes  the  identities 
of  its  victims,  making  them 
unrecognisable. 


Last  summer,  after  resi- 
dents of  Alengon  returned 
irom  their  holidays  to-  ffafl 
their  gardens  entirely  gnome- 
less,  gendarmes  received 
anonymous  tfp-oflh  directing 
them  to  a wood. 

There  they  found  the  little 
figures  abandoned  in  groups 
°f  seven  — allegedly  as  a trib- 
ute to  Snow  White  — and 
repainted:  their  breeches  had 
tracksuit  stripes,  their  chests 
bore  Superman  logos,  their 
faces  were  silver  and  their 
beards  red. 

The  Alencon  gendarmerie 
was  unwilling  to  say  yester- 
day how  it  would  tackle  (he 
threat  of  further  gnome-nap- 
pings  hut  confirmed  that 
about  20  were  removed  by  the 
FLNJ  last  year. 

Bernard  Fourrey  of  Saint- 
Germain  de  Corbels,  near 
Alencon,  lost  six  of  his  eight 
gnomes  last  July.  He  said:  “I 
refuse  to  let  the  FLNJ  terror- 
ise me  in  my  own  garden.  I 
have  bought  new  gnomes.  1 
put  them  out  in  the  morning 
and  take  than  in  at  night” 

Mr  Fourrey  said  he  be- 
lieved the  FLNJ  were  “just  a 
bunch  of  students”  and  vowed 
to  stand  firm. 

“Everyone  likes  my 
gnomes.  They  bring  a little  bit 
of  happiness  to  passers-by." 

He  claimed  that  the  FLNJ 
had  stolen  neighbours’  minia- 
ture wheelbarrows,  rabbits 
and  Snow  White  statuettes. 
The  FLNJ  denied  this,  main- 
taining it  has  “no  interest  in 
accessories". 

After  an  FLNJ  raid  last  De- 
cember. one  gnome  owner, 
Andrg  Celller  from  Seine- 
Saint-Denis,  Greater  Paris, 
told  Le  Parisian  newspaper: 
“It’s  as  if  someone  had  taken 
away  one  of  my  children.  My 
wife  and  1 had  had  that  gnome 
for  20  years." 

A 24-year-old  member  of  the 
FLNJ.  who  also  wished  to 
remain  anonymous,  said: 
“We  repaint  gnomes  in  order 
to  liberate  thawi  from  the 
image  they  are  lumbered  with 
— walking  around  with  a lit- 
tle wheelbarrow,  etc.” 

She  added  that  the  “libera- 
tion ceremonies”  for  gnomes 
feature  music  and  fireworks. 
But  she  was  cautious  about 
toe  future  of  the  FLNJ. 

“It  is  not  open  to  just  any- 
one. They  have  to  be  people 
known  to  us,  who  will  not  be- 
tray us  to  the  police." 


Paul  Webster  In  Paris 


■■RANGE  looks  set  to  give 
r Christ  a pivotal  place  in 
plans  for  Its  national  millen- 
nium celebrations  — celebra- 
tions which  in  most  Western 
states  seem  likely  to  relegate 
Jesus  to  a footnote,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  date  hinges 
on  his  notional  birthday. 


The  1,000-day  countdown 
begins  on  Saturday  when  a 
huge  sign  on  the  Eiffel  Tower 
in  Paris,  spelling  off  the  days, 
win  be  switched  on. 

While  the  French  events 
are  likely  to  be  largely  secu- 
lar, leaked  information  about 
the  proposals  due  to  be  un- 
veiled tomorrow  indicates  a 
project  to  beam  giant  Nativity 
pictures  on  Notre  Dame. 


At  tomorrow’s  launch  the 
prime  minister,  Alain  Juppd, 
will  talk  by  satellite  televi- 
sion link  with  leaders  of 
Nazareth,  the  holy  family’s 
hometown. 

An  exhibition  showing 
France's  cultural  and  scien- 
tific influence  across  the 
world  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  contributions,  and 
Paris  streets  are  to  be  deco- 


WORLD NEWS  7 

Russia  forces 
tax  dodgers 
to  cough  up 


Two  Danes,  Erik  Tams  and  Cbxisttnal  Hanzen,  laze  hi  the  sun  near  the  Eiffel  Tower  in  Paris  yesterday  as  i 
approached  68F.  A huge  sign  on  the  tower  will  spell  off  the  days  to  the  millenninm  photograph;  michel  euler 

Paris  seeks  millennial  inspiration  in  Christ’s  home  town 


rated  by  famous  fashion 
houses. 

Overall  planning  is  being 
directed  by  Jean-Jacques  Ail- 
lagon,  head  of  the  Pompidou 
Centre,  which  is  being  reno- 
vated. He  will  appeal  tomor- 
row for  other  suggestions, 
against  a background  of  criti- 
cism that  France  has  woken 
up  to  the  date  later  than  most 
other  industrial  countries. 


James  Meek 

in  Moscow  on 
an  unexpected 
reversal  of 
fortune  for 
the  revenue 

CONFUSION  and 
chaos  reigned 
across  11  time  zones 
yesterday  as  hordes 
of  Russians  fought  bureau- 
cratic obstacles  in  a final  at- 
tempt to  throw  off  their  rep- 
utation as  a nation  of  tax- 
dodgers  and  settle  their 
accounts  with  the  revenue. 

In  a country  where 
people  commonly  accuse 
the  government  of  stealing 
their  savings  by  hyper- 
inflation and  pyramid 
schemes,  and  not  paying 
their  salaries,  it  was  a 
strange  sight. 

Tax  officials,  stunned  by 
the  queues  of  people  volun- 
teering to  beat  the  April  1 
deadline  far  filing  tax 
returns,  struggled  to  cope 
with  the  influx. 

Among  the  model  taxpay- 
ers cited  by  the  authorities 
were  the  former  Soviet 
First  Couple  Mikhail  and 
Raisa  Gorbachev.  Their 
representatives  handed  in 
returns  worth  1 billion  rou- 
bles (£108,000). 

The  rush  to  tax  offices 
was  only  partly  due  to  good 
citizenship. 

The  government,  desper- 
ate for  income  to  pay  its 
debts,  has  announced  dra- 
conian penalties  for  tax 
evasion,  including  up  to 
three  years  in  prison. 

A series  of  adverts  has 
underlined  the  message,  al- 
ternating pleas  for  help 
(pictures  of  suffering  inva- 
lids) with  threats  (“The  tax 
police  have  guns,  and  know 
how  to  use  them”). 

At  tax  office  number  8 In 
central  Moscow,  where  the 
corridors  are  crowded  with 
tense  biznesmeni*  sceptical 
accountants  and  baffled 
middle-aged  workers,  staff 
said  the  number  of  consci- 
entious taxpayers  had  gone 
up  by  half  since  last  year. 

AH  are  rouble  million- 
aires: the  income  tax 


threshold  In  Russia  is 
12  million  roubles  (£1,300) 
a year. 

“I  don't  know  if  itTl  help 
anyone,  bat  it  just  seemed 
like  the  right  thing  to.  do.’* 
said  Galina,  an  engineer 
waiting  to  hand  in  her  tax 
form. 

“Everyone  was  afraid  of 
being  fined.”  muttered  a 
woman  sitting  next  to  her. 

“No,  it  wasn’t  fear,”  said 
Galina.  “We  talked  about  it 
at  work  and  we  derided  it’d 
be  a kind  of  investment  — 
for  the  teachers,  the  kin- 
dergartens, the  schools. 

“Of  course  we’re  afraid 
they  might  spend  it  on  the 
wrong  things,  but  you  have 
to  do  something.” 

Vsevolod  Nikolsky,  an  ac- 
countant, sat  glumly  in  the 
corridor  with  a Cat  file  of  in- 
come declarations  from  the 
building  company  where  he 
works.  He  complained 
about  the  burden:  10  differ- 
ent taxes  (including  38  per 


‘We’re  afraid  they 
might  spend  it  on 
the  wrong  things, 
but  you  have  to 
do  something’ 


cent  income  and  profit  tax, 
40  per  cent  payroll  tax,  and 
20  per  cent  VAT)  and  contri- 
butions to  four  social  funds 
for  each  worker. 

“Yon  know,  the  Russian 
tax  system  is  very  stupid,” 
he  said.  “There’s  the  white 
market  and  there’s  the 
black  market.  Those  firms 
who  play  in  the  black  mar- 
ket don’t  pay  the  govern- 
ment anything  because  the 
mafia  controls  everything. 
And  the  firms  who  do  pay 
suffer  from  this  fantastic 
weight  of  taxes.” 

Asked  why  bis  company 
was  not  in  the  black  mar- 
ket, Mr  Nikolsky  grew  un- 
certain, as  if  fearing  a trap. 

“We*re  honest  people.  I 
don’t  know,  nn  not  the 
boss.”  He  thought  for  a mo- 
ment, and  grew  bolder. 
“We’re  an  ordinary  build- 
ing company.  We  don’t  do 
anything  illegal.  So  why 
should  we  hide  our  profits?” 
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Out  of  education’s  rut 

But  teachers  need  cash  as  well  as  consultation 


The  Ovccsleqwtf  of  Christ 
(after  GriwuiaU) 
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ALL  THREE  MAIN  political  parties 
have  pledged  to  make  education  their 
key  election  issue.  But  it  was  not  a 
politician  but  a teaching  union  leader 
who  made  the  best  speech  in  the  Easter 
conference  season  — best  in  terms  of 
bravery  and  vision.  Peter  Smith,  gen- 
eral secretary  of  the  Association  of 
Teachers  and  Lecturers,  called  on  the 
profession  to  stop  being  so  defensive 
and  recognise  that  standards  of  educa- 
tion were  not  rising  fast  enough.  He 
urged  teachers  to  leave  behind  some  of 
their  "cherished  luggage",  such  as  hos- 
tility to  tests,  inspections,  and  attempts 
to  root  out  poor  practitioners.  He 
bluntly  told  the  profession  it  would 
have  to  change  if  it  wanted  to  forge  a 
deal  with  a new  government.  Teachers 
would  have  to  accept  that  their  work 
would  be  subject  to  intense  public  scru- 
tiny. They  would  need  to  work  to  im- 
prove tests,  rather  than  oppose  them. 

If  further  proof  were  needed  of  the 
accuracy  of  this  diagnosis,  Britain’s 
biggest  teachers'  union  provided  it  on 
Saturday.  True  to  its  recent  tradition, 
the  National  Union  of  Teachers 
remains  stuck  in  the  rut  of  opposition 
to  inspections,  tests  and  league  tables. 
It  called  on  the  next  Labour  govern- 
ment to  sack  Chris  Woocthead,  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Schools  — which  will  only 
reinforce  Tony  Blair's  determination  to 
keep  him.  David  Blunkett  was  equally 
blunt  when  he  addressed  the  NUT  con- 
ference yesterday.  It  was  Mr  Blunkett 
who  restored  Labour’s  support  for  the 
government's  national  curriculum  and 
tests,  and  recognised  the  need  to  make 
higher  standards  the  key  target  for  a 
future  Labour  government  Now  he 
reinforced  his  party’s  demand  for 
higher  levels  of  literacy  by  announcing 
a national  effort  over  the  next  five 
years  to  boost  standards  of  numeracy. 
He  remains  unpopular  with  the  ex- 
treme left,  but  many  teachers  know  he 
is  talking  common  sense. 


The  NUT’S  own  polls  show  how  out  of 
touch  its  far  left  faction  is.  Just  two 
weeks  ago  an  ICM/NUT  poll  showed  60 
per  cent  of  teachers  supporting  Labour 
compared  to  21  per  cent  for  the  Liberal 
Democrats  and  a mere  15  per  cent  for 
the  Tories.  Mr  Blunkett* s support  for 
tests  and  the  national  curriculum  only 
echoes  the  conclusions  of  the  National 
Commission  on  Education  which  de- 
scribed the  two  developments  in  1993  as 
among  the  most  encouraging  events 
since  the  1944  Butler  Education  Act 
Indeed,  an  NOP  poll  for  the  NUT  six 
years  ago  found  92  per  cent  of  teachers 
believing  in  the  government’s  reforms. 

Where  teachers  have  a right  to  feel 
aggrieved  is  the  degree  to  which  their 
profession  has  been  devalued  and  at- 
tacked by  successive  education  minis- 
ters. Is  it  any  wonder  as  the  economy 
has  picked  up  that  teacher-training 
specialists  have  observed  a fell-off  in 
recruitment  and  forecast  a shortfall 
crisis  by  the  turn  of  the  century?  Just 
as  the  profession  has  to  face  up  to  its 
own  problems,  so  ministers  should  rec- 
ognise they  will  only  make  progress 
towards  their  ambitious  targets  if  they 
carry  teachers  with  them.  Imposing 
change  has  not  worked.  Only  the  concil- 
iation skills  of  Sir  Ron  Dealing  saved 
the  government  from  disaster. 

Yet  Labour  feces  a serious  problem 
too.  David  Blunkett  has  been  bold  and 
brave  in  his  push  to  raise  standards  but 
will  be  severely  hampered  in  office  by 
Gordon  Brown’s  decision  to  stick  to 
Conservative  spending  plans  for  the 
first  two  years.  Schools  deserve  better 
than  this.  They  face  a £3  billion  mainte- 
nance backlog,  rising  class  sizes  and  a 
huge  shortfall  in  their  budget  for  books 
and  equipment  To  their  credit,  recent 
polls  show  teachers  placing  smaller 
class  sizes  higher  up  their  priority  list 
than  better  pay.  More  consultation  with 
the  profession  is  needed  — but  so,  in 
the  end,  is  more  cash. 


Mowlam  gets  it  moving  again 

The  eventual  aim  of  policy  must  be  talks  with  Sinn  Fein 


GETTING  the  balance  right  in  North- 
ern Ireland  has  always  been  a bit  like 
juggling  on  a high  wire,  as  John  Mhjor 
eventually  found  out  The  status  quo  is 
not  acceptable,  as  the  recent  escalation 
of  paramilitary  brinkmanship  again 
shows,  but  any  forward  movement  on 
constitutional  issues  will  always  risk 
alienating  one  community  or  the  other, 
with  potentially  very  violent  conse- 
quences. Mr  Major’s  attempt  to  get  out 
of  this  historic  bind  involved  a long  and 
sometimes  praiseworthy  effort.  But  it 
failed  in  the  end  because  the  peace 
process  lost  balance  and  because  it  then 
lost  momentum  too.  For  some  months  it 
has  been  stalled,  pending  the  outcome 
of  the  British  election. 

Momentum  is  one  of  the  things  that  a 
new  Labour  government  could  bring  to 
Northern  Ireland.  Labour  would  be  a 
fresh  player,  and  would  not  need  to 
apologise  for  past  failures  by  Mr  Major, 
real  or  imagined.  With  a clean  sheet 
and  a working  majority.  Labour  should 
have  both  the  weight  and  opportunity 
to  restart  the  process  which  Mr  Major 
began,  and  then  to  carry  it  further.  It  is 
very  important  that  it  does  so,  even 
though  its  timetable  will  be  constrained 
by  the  likely  general  election  in  the 
Irish  Republic  later  this  year.  Whether 
Labour  makes  a real  impact  on  the 
worryingly  listless  situation  in  North- 
ern Ireland  would  depend  above  all  on 
the  general  willingness  of  all  parties  in 
Northern  Ireland  to  move  forward 
rather  than  to  slide  back,  and  also  upon 
the  specific  willingness  of  the  two  com- 


munities to  give  peace  a chance  when 
potential  flashpoints  occur.  There  will 
be  no  better  time  for  a new  government 
to  start  than  this 'summer,  and  the 
sensible  approach  and  peaceful  out- 
come of  the  Apprentice  Boys’  march  in 
Belfast’s  Ormeau  Road  yesterday  is  an 
encouraging  sign  that  this  view  is 
shared  where  it  matters. 

The  weekend  comments  by  Labour's 
shadow  Northern  Ireland  secretary  Mo 
Mowlam  about  Sinn  Fein  Involvement 
in  all-party  talks  are  the  sort  of  thing 
that  a new  incoming  secretary  of  state 
ought  to  be  saying.  Her  comments  are 
important  because  they  set  a possible 
date  (June  3,  when  the  talks  are  due  to 
restart  anyway)  for  inclusive  meetings 
involving  Sinn  Fein.  This  has  caused 
frissons  in  some  Unionist  circles,  which 
is  understandable  up  to  a point  in  view 
of  recent  bombs  and  snipings,  but 
which  is  also,  as  with  everything  else, 
said  with  an  eye  to  the  election.  But 
let’s  be  clear  about  this,  because  some 
people  seem  to  have  forgotten  it  inclu- 
sive talks  involving  Sinn  Fein  are  a 
desirable  objective  not  an  undesirable 
one.  Without  Sinn  Fein,  the  prospect  of 
a political  alternative  to  terrorism  does 
not  exist  And  since  everyone  wants,  or 
should  want  to  see  Northern  Ireland 
free  of  terrorism,  then  the  objective  of 
policy  must  be  to  bring  Sinn  Fein  in, 
not  keep  them  out  For  that  to  happen, 
of  course,  there  must  be  a ceasefire,  for 
that  is  the  necessary  precondition  of 
everything.  But  this  is  a start  and  a 
start  is  what  is  needed. 


Beached  for  the  last  time 

An  oceanic  story  with  an  inevitable  ending 


WHALES  ARE  an  important  part  of  the 
world's  maritime  environment,  and 
efforts  over  recent  years  to  save  a 
number  of  threatened  species  have 
been  very  worthwhile.  But  seeking  to 
save  a single  whale  in  the  Firth  of  Forth 
is  not  on  the  same  scale  — and  as  we 
discovered  yesterday,  it  is  bound  to 
finish  in  tears. 

There  was  a mawkish  quality  right 
up  to  the  final  moment  of  the  12  days’ 
saga  of  Moby  the  40-foot  sperm  whale: 
never  mind  that  Moby  Dick  was  a white 
whale.  We  were  assured  that  he  suffo- 
cated very  quickly  after  becoming 
stranded  on  mudflats,  which  was 
"nice"  compared  to  fears  that  he  would 
linger  for  up  to  half  a day.  We  must  now 
await  a post  mortem  which  is  bound  to 
be  futile.  For  no  examination  is  poss- 
ible into  the  delicate  navigational 
mechanism  which  clearly  went  wrong 
on  this  occasion.  Moby  was  on  the 
wrong  side  of  England  and  should 


never  have  been  in  the  North  Sea.  His 
compass  took  him  up  the  Firth  of  Forth 
because  he  thought  he  was  heading  for 
the  Azores.  Unfortunately,  the  Scottish 
mainland  lay  in  between. 

Anyone  living  in  the  country  soon 
learns  not  to  try  to  save  the  life  of  a 
damaged  bird  which  is  unable  to  take 
normal  self-protective  action.  The  cat 
will- only  get  it  later  that  evening.  The 
problem  is  that  it  is  much  harder  to  let 
a whale  die  in  foil  view  without  making 
some  attempt  to  save  it  But  time  and 
again,  efforts  to  save  beached  whales 
will  fail:  they  would  not  be  on  the  beach 
if  something  was  not  already  seriously 
wrong. 

If  we  want  to  save  whales,  we  should 
concentrate  on  other  more  subtle  dan- 
gers: many  biologists  regard  pollution, 
of  the  oceans  as  a greater  threat  than 
the  harpoon.  It  may  even  have  been 
responsible  for  poor  Moby's 
disorientation. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Europe,  for 
good  or  ill 

TO  DESCRIBE  Tory  dissent 
as  ‘‘xenophobic’'  (The  real 
choice  here,  March  27),  ig- 
nores the  responsible  consti- 
tutional objections  of  John 
Biffen  and  Richard  Shepherd. 
The  depiction  of  the  Euro- 
pean Union  is  also 
questionable. 

David  Marquand  writes  of 
it  as:  “a  Christian-cnm-soclal- 

democratic  Europe,  proto-fed- 
eral, even  If  not  formally  fed- 
eralist, in  structure, 
embodying  a distinct,  Euro- 
pean model  of  politics,  eco- 
nomics and  society.”  He  may 
think,  or  wish  it  so,  but  the 
Treaties  and  modus  operand! 
demonstrate  the  contrary. 

Even  the  implication  that 
the  Union  is  federal,  to  which 
both  mam  parties  are  op- 
posed, is  incorrect  In  prac- 
tice a unitary  state  “a  united 
state  of  Europe”  is  rapidly 
developing  by  means  of  pro- 
gressive replacement  of  key 
functions  of  national  govern- 
ments and  pariiampnts  by  the 
integrated  authority  of  Union 
institutions. 

Instead  of  a spectrum-free 
constitution,  the  Treaties 
specify  perpetual,  or  even 
contrived,  competition  in 
order  to  implement  laissez- 
ftrire,  unless  modified  by  ne- 
gotiated “fixes”,  of  which  the 
CAP  is  the  prototype.  Most 
national  financial  or  legal  ar- 
rangements for  "the  common 
good”  are  thus  outlawed  in 
Savour  of  the  needs  of  a single 
and  competitive  market,  un- 
less specifically  permitted. 
National  supports  are  being 
replaced  by  the  regional  and 
social  funds  fuelled  by  huge, 
unaccountable  and  virtually 
invisible  bulk  national  sub- 
scriptions. The  structure  Is 
thus  doubly  undemocratic. 

Governments,  electors  and 
taxpayers  are  progressively 
being  denied  the  choice  of 
how  funds  are  to  be  raised, 
due  to  harmonisation  of  tax- 
ation; how  they  are  to  be 
spent  due  to  central  control, 
which  together  prohibits 
democratic  choice  by  elector- 
ates in  the  national  mix  of 
public  and  private  endeavour, 
separation  indeed. 

“The  real  choice  here"  is 
whether  or  not  electors  and 
parties  in  the  UK  should  opt 
for  still  further  development 
of  a unitary  state  of  Europe, 
complete  with  a new  version 
of  divine  right,  or  not. 

Nigel  Spearing  MP. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SW1A  OAA. 

DAVID  Marquand's  essay, 
offering  a choice  between 
“huddling  together  in  Little 
England”  or  “a  genuine  role 
in  a developing  greater 
Europe”  cannot  carry  convic- 
tion, relying  as  it  does  on 
semantic  loading  and  inaccu- 
rate comparison.  Six  times, 
the  UK  relationship  with 
Europe  is  compared  with  that 
of  Hong  Kone  and  UhSna  anri 
yet  Japan  would  make  a bet- 
ter subject  for  comparison  in 
terms  of  land  mass  and 
population. 

Marquand  does  not  suggest 
that  Japan  should  Join  China, 
though  I believe  China  is  en- 
thusiastic, anri  does  not  com- 
pare Japan  with  Hong  Kong. 
Could  it  be  that  his  justifica- 
tion for  the  UK  joining  a fed- 
eral Europe  Is  as  sound  as  the 
comparison  between  the  UK 
and  Hong  Kong? 

Simon  Mulholland. 

24  John  Street,  Brighttingsea, 

Essex  CO7  0NA. 

Cruel  choice 


I 


N JUST  eight  words  — “his 
penis  was  mutilated 
following  a botched  circumci- 
sion.’’, probably  non-medical 
— Sharon  Krum  describes  the 
source  of  the  plight  of  John/ 
Joan  (Women,  March  31), 
When  will  the  pro-mutilators 
learn  that  It  is  unacceptable 
to  abuse  babies  of  either  sex 
In  this  way? 

Ian  McRobert 

Park  Road. 

Peterborough  PEL 


Candidates  search  for  survival 


YOU  describe  John 
Major  (Masterplan 
flounders  in  sleaze, 
March  29)  as  having  a power- 
ful message  when  he  said: 
‘The  conservatism  Tin  talk- 
ing about  isn't  just  for  the 
lucky  . . . if s for  those  whose 
life  is  a struggle,  for  those  who 
don’t  have  the  best  education, 
don't  have  a decent  home, 
don't  have  a job”. 

This  is  a description  of  con- 
servatism as  failure.  Nothing 
appears  to  have  been 
achieved,  if  after  having  been 
in  power  for  the  past  18  years 
Major  is  able  to  draw  up  such 
a list 

Colin  Hastie. 

103  Como  Road,  Forest  Hill, 
London  SE23  2JN. 

Unusually,  Hugo 
Young’s  analysis  of  John 
Major’s  character  and  moti- 
vation is  wrong  (Major  is 
mired  in  hubris  and  decay. 
March  27).  Hubris,  arrogance, 
the  refusal  to  see  reality  are 
not  unheard  of  among  politi- 
cians, but  they  lead  to  tragic 
(or  at  least  dramatic)  endings, 
as  was  the  case  with  Mrs 
Thatcher.  The  one  thing  that 
can  be  said  about  John  Major, 


from  Lord  McAlpine's  de- 
scription of  him  at  Chequers 
as  a pretending  to  be  the 

Curtains,  to  his  handling  of 
the  sleaze  affair,  is  that  he  is  a 
great  survivor.  Ghastly  gov- 
ernments are  full  of  people 
who  Zook  and  sound  like  the 
nice  guy  next  door.  They  can 
even  lead  them. 

Thomas  Harrison. 

123  Hemingford  Road. 

London  N1 4NT. 

IT  GAN  truly  be  only  a testi- 
mony to  nearly  20  years  of 
Conservative  government 
that  the  politicians  exposed  in 
the  cash  for  questions  scandal 
could  even  consider  standing 
for  re-election  in  the  ap- 
proaching poll 
What  political  forum  do  we 
have  in  a supposed  democ- 
racy when  a billionaire  entre- 
preneur can  dictate  a political 
agenda?  Surely  this  is  more 
intrinsically  anti-democratic 
than  the  unions  setting  the 
political  agenda  under  a 
Labour  government,  which 
seems  to. he  every  Conserva- 
tive's worry? 

JMawn. 

5a  Bedford  Place. 

Brighton  BN1 2PT. 


Not  a Pope  on  the  slope 


I SUPPOSE  that  virtually 
everyone  buying  the  Guard- 
ian is  aware  of  the  paper's 
stance  on  a number  of  issues. 
However,  according  to  Peter 
Stanford  (God's  can,  March 
29)  the  Pope’s  “trips  have 
taken  on  the  gir  of  a bygone 
era  of  spectacles,  of  world 
fairs  and  centenary  expedi- 
tions, of  the  British  fleet  sail- 
ing majestically  into  the  great 
harbours  of  the  globe  to  show 
the  flag  and  quell  any  trouble 
with  the  natives'." 

Whereas  he  “used  to  enjoy 
nothing  more  thfli?  marching 
a team  of  bloated  cardinals  up 
and  down  an  Alpine  peak  . . . 
[he  is  now]  looking  as  grey 
and  lifeless  as  the  municipal 
buildings  In  his  native  Kra- 
kow, [and] ...  in  Poland  he  Is 
no  longer  seen  as  the  con- 
quering hero  ...He  has  come 
to  despair  of  his  fellow  coun- 
trymen and  women.  Isolated 
on  the  international  stage. 


alienated  in  his  homeland, 
physically  enfeebled. 

What?  Has  the  done 
nothing  right  even  in  the 
world's,  let  alone  God’s  view? 
No  saving  grace  that  even 
open-minded  Guardian  col- 
umnists could  point  out?  No 
justified  praise  for  his  part  in 
the  changes  in  Poland?  No 
approbation  for  consistently 
speaking  out  against  political 
repression,  whether  from 
right  or  left  and  for  con- 
stantly asserting  the  true  dig- 
nity of  men? 

Let  us  thank  God  that  hav- 
ing grown  tired  of  John  Paul, 
Stanford’s  unbiased  view  can 
now  lead  the  world  (or  at  least 
those  fortunate  enough  to 
read  the  Guardian)  Into  that 
undogmatic  troth  which  he 
espouses  so  welL 
Fir  Roger  Milter. 

St  Michael's  Vicarage. 

Caldmore, 

Walsall  WS1 3RQ. 


In  defence  of  the  overwhelmed 


T"HE  decision  by  senior 
I judges  that  a woman  can- 
not be  legally  forced  to 
undergo  a Caesarean  (Foetus 
has  no  rights,  Mart*  27),  If 
she  is  mentally  competent 
and  refuses  the  operation,  is 
surely  logical  as  wen  as  just 
Many  thousands  of  women 
harm  their  unborn  babies 
through  drag  addiction,  in- 
cluding smoking  and  drink- 
ing, but  there  is  no  legal  obli- 
gation to  stop.  The  mother, 
not  the  foetus,  in  those  cir- 
cumstances, is  the  one  with 
rights,  behaving  well  or  badly 
as  she  chooses. 

Jane  Bolger. 

Princes  Road.  PenkhnlT, 
Stoke-on-Trent, 

Staffordshire  ST4. 

PLEASE  excuse  my  igno- 
rance, but  why  does  a 
bate?  have  the  right  to  protec- 
tion and  care  once  it  is  bom, 
but  before  the  birth  it 
doesn't?  What  sort  of  ageist 
system  do  we  have  in  this 
country  where  vulnerable 
human  beings,  who  cannot 
make  their  own  choices,  are 
put  at  risk  of  death  or  disabil- 


ity because  the  mother  has 
religious  or  other  views? 

No  one  has  the  right  to 
force  their  views  or  religious 
values  on  to  others  who  can- 
not defend  themselves  or 
make  their  own  choices.  Per- 
haps children  and  vulnerable 
people  need  a law  to  protect 
them.  Of  course  I appose  un- 
necessary medical  interven- 
tion In  childbirth  but  some- 
one has  to  protect  vulnerable 
members  of  society. 

The  only  people  who  seem 
to  have  rights  these  days  are 
Intelligent,  healthy,  able- 
bodied  18  to  60-year-olds.  If 
you’re  very  old  and  ill,  or 
very  young,  then  you  just 
don’t  matter. 

Ms  A I Browning- 
Tewesbury. 

Nest  Estate, 

Hebden  Bridge, 

West  Yorkshire  HX7. 


LABOUR’S  withdrawal  of 
its  parliamentary  candi- 
date in  Tatton  is  an  act  of 
arrogance  and  an  abuse  of  | 
democracy.  Tony  Blair  has 
treated  Labour  members  and 
voters  as  his  personal  prop- 
erty. Their  work,  their  loy- 
alty, their  wishes,  have  been 
thrown  away  for  the  sake  of 
one  day’s  headlines.  They 
have  been  deprived  of  their 
right  to  vote  Labour,  and  for 
Labour  policies  on  issues 
which  affect  their  personal 
lives;  they  win  be  ordered 
instead  to  vote  solely  on  the 
sleaze  issue,  for  an  as  yet 
unknown  candidate,  with  no 
political  convictions. 

This  is  a shabby  way  to 
treat  voters. 

Richard  Heller. 

Oval  Publishing, 

30  Crewdson  Road, 

London  SW9  QLJ. 

COULD  it  be  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Labour  can- 
didate In  Tatton  Is  not  quite 
as  high-minded  as  it  seems? 
The  other  major  local  issue  is 
one  in  which  Labour’s  own 
principles  lpok  shaky.  Many 
constituents  are  furious  at 
the  neighbouring  Labour  au- 


thority which  Is  Invading 
their  countryside  with  the  un- 
necessary desecration  and 
pollution  of  a second  runway 
for  Manchester  Airport.  The 
worry  for  us  all  is  that  what- 
ever fine  words  Labour  pro- 
nounces about  the  environ- 
ment, its  deeds  are  something 
quite  different 
Laurence  Marshall. 

9 Brooklands  Avenue, 
Withlngton, 

Manchester  M20  UE. 

MICHAEL  Heseltine,  talk- 
ing about  Piers  Mer- 
chant on  Radio  4,  is  quoted  as 
saying  “He  must  listen  to 
what  I have  just  said  very 
careftilly"  (Sex  'claim  MP  de- 
fies Major,  March  28).  Leav- 
ing the  question  of  the 
tenses  in  this  sentence,  which 
are  a little  odd,  is  it  compul- 
sory far  Tory  MPs  to  listen  to 
the  Deputy  PM  on  the  Today 
programme?  A suspicion 
arises:  does  Heseltine  perhaps 
have  cassettes  of  his  Inter- 
views prepared  and  circu- 
lated throughout  the  parlia- 
mentary party?' "■  ”■  ,vr 
Jeremy  Stiles. 

128  Trevelyan  Road, 

Tooting  SW17  9LW. 


Wb  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit  ■ 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear. 


Turned  off  by  digital  delivery 


WE  ARE  astounded  the 
BBC  is  proposing  to 
launch  its  new  digital  free  to 
air  services  via  satellite  before 
digital  terrestrial  or  cable  tele- 
vision is  available. 

These  services,  fonded  by 
the  licence  fee,  should  not  be 
Used  to  enhance  the  attractive- 
ness of  a service  almost  exclu- 
sively supplied  on  a subscrip- 
tion basis. 

The  BBC  bas  argued  that  its 
new  digital  services  will  be 
available  free  to  anyone  who 
cares  to  invest  in  the  equip- 
ment However,  it  is  bard  to 
see  consumers  buying  satellite 
digital  receivers  just  to  access 
the  new  BBC  services. 

We  do  not  want  to  see  con- 


s timers  being  led  by  the  BBC 
into  investing  in  one  form  of 
digital  technology  before  the 
availability  of  real  choice. 

Once  all  forms  of  digital 
broadcasting  are  up  and  run- 
ning. it  would  be  perfectly 
acceptable  to  deliver  licence 
fee  fonded  services  via  all 
platforms.  To  use  BBC  finance 
to  ftmd  a service  only  avail- 
able to  a few  customers  is  un- 
acceptable. This  is  hardly  the 
way  to  ensure  the  success  of 
digital  terrestrial  television 
and  thereby  a wider  choice  of 
services  for  customers. 

Benet  Middleton. 

Consumers’  Association. 

2 Marylebone  Road, 

London  NW1 4DF. 


Women  wanted 


YOUR  report  (Call  falls  for 
top  women  school  staff 
March  28)  of  last  week’s 
Association  of  Teachers  & 
Lecturers  annual  conference^ 
though  strictly  speaking  accu- 
rate, could  have  been  mislead- 
ing. Delegates  certainly  voted 
against  a programme  of  posi- 
tive discrimination  to  ensure 
that  more  women  in  teaching 
are  promoted  to  senior  jobs. 
Not  only  is  positive  discrimi- 
nation illegal.  if  runs  the  risk 
that  people  are  appointed  on 
grounds  of  gender  rather  than 


A Country  Diary 

DYMOCfL  In  1910,  the  poet 
Lascelles  Abercrombie  wrote 
of  the  spring  landscape  of  the 
Gloucester-Herefbrd  border- 
lands: “From  Dymock,  Kem- 
pley,  Newent,  Bromberrow/ 
Redmarley,  all  the  meadow- 
land  flflffi’vuig  seem/  Running 
in  golden  tides  to  Ryton  Firs." 
Now  they  run  in  eddies  more 

than  but  they  Still  gfTri 

the  fields  and  woods  here 
more  profusely  than  any- 
where else  in  England.  In  1988 
tih»  local  villages  anri  Land- 
owners  got  together  and  in  a 
remarkable  example  of  co-op- 
eration laid  out  a 10-mile  long 
walk  among  the  -wild  Lent 
lilies  — the  Daffodil  Way.  For 
its  whole  length  you  are 
never  more  than  one  or  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  flow- 
ers. They  grow  in  pert  knots 
by  the  side  of  form  tracks  and 
in  glittering  sheets  in  orchard 
grassland.  By  Kempley  Brook 
they  lap  and  tumble  over  the 
riverbank,  “ever  glancing, 
ever  changing”  as  Dorothy 
Wordsworth  noticed  on  the 
windswept  banks  of  URswater 
in  1802.  in  Allums  Grove  they 
grow  precisely  as  far  as  the 


merit  Speakers  on  both  sides 
were  united  on  the  fundamen- 
tal issue  — that  the  number  of 
rwnip  school  heads  and  depu- 
ties Is  disproportionately 
large.  The  conference  decided 
that  quotas  were  not  the 
answer.  We  did  not  reject  a 
call  for  more  women  to  be 
promoted.  The  question  is  not 
whether  the  unfairness  should 
be  remedied,  but  bow. 

Peter  Smith. 

General  secretary,  ATL, 

7 Northumberland  Street 
London  WC2N  5DA. 


tideline  between  the  old 
greenwood  and  the  new  fir 
plantations.  They  Jostle  in  the 
churchyard  of  the  12th  cen- 
tury Kempley  Old  Church, 
and  gather  in  more  sedate 
assemblies  at  Kempley  New 
Church,  bunt  in  1903  as  a 
kind  of  “cathedral  of  the  Arts 
end  Crafts  Movement".  They 
even  edge  some  of  the  arable 
fields,  an  odd  contrast  with 
the  heavy  red  sandstone  fur- 
rows. What  can  this  region 
have  looked  like  before  the 
dark  days  of  chemical  form- 
ing, when  piece-work  pickers 
and  tourists  brought  up  for 
the  day  on  GWR’s  “Daffodil 
Specials”  swarmed  among  the 
apple  trees?  Yet  there  are  still 
enough  to  sate  you,  to  nour- 
ish rather  precious  prefer- 
ences for  tufts  backed  by  the 
wide  green  leaves  of  wild  gar- 
lic, or  those  whose  flowers 
nod  all  one  way  In  the  shads. 
And  certainly  to  bring  on  a 
mild  curse  on  the  tasteless 
bureaucrat  who  planted 
gross,  waxy  garden  daffis  In 
their  midst  round  the  Kem- 
pley  .village  sign. 

RICHARD  MABEY 
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COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


)t/*2*££S£, 

aircraft  Is  a Uttie^ 
stretched.  A bulletin  lovtt- 
log  eompanles  to  tenderfor 
“ MoD  equipment  contract 
the  Dla^Sd 
onepage  catches 
Onder  the  header  "summary 
Requirements-,  wcSt^ 

2SS22SP,S5Pe  tov*ted  to 
tender  for  the  “supply  of 

• th  new  and  retreaded 


3*ie Decern- 
ter  2003’*.  It  is  always  splen- 
« Id.  or  coarse,  to  note  the 

Jlroed  forces  doing  their  bit 

1 1 help  out  the  poor  old  tax- 
] arer,  but  some  may  view 
i le  plan  to  fit  retreads  on 
! 25  million  modem  jets  as  a 
! ®ade  bizarre.  Whatever 
*xt. . ‘Welding  two  old  jets 
ogether  (a  hit  of  a respray. 

1 nd  you'll  never  know  the 
merence),  and  winding 
rack  the  dock?  One  theory 
i oslted  by  defence  experts 
: ?r  this  economy  is  RAF 
worries  about  pilfering.  A 
recent  MoD  report  high- 
^S^tedthe  disappearance  of 
£4  million  worth  of  spare 
parts,  among  which,  unfor- 
gettably, was  the  comply 
nose-cone  of  a Harrier  Jump 
Jet  which  went  AWOL. 


| mUPGreig  writes 
f Atom  Swindnm  enclos- 
ing a letter  he 
! received  from  William  Wal- 
degrave.  Mr  Greig  recently 
sent  the  Treasury  minister  a 
Guardian  report  referring 
to  Sir  Richard  Scott's  find- 
ing thathe  was  guilty  of 
sophistry  and  lnklancHnp 

Parliament.  andMrWalde- 
grave  replied  as  follows;  “I 
don't  know  where  you  got 
the  press  catting**  (cheeky 
monkey  I).  “but  It  Is  a lot  of 
nonsense.  Sir  Richard  Scott 
cleared  me  of  any  Intention 
of  misleading  anybody.*' 
Sophistry  once  again,  we 
fear.  Although  Scott  ac- 
cepted that  Mr  Waldegrave 
bad  no  “duplicitous  intent**, 
he  also  referred  to  the  “du- 
plicitous nature”  of  his 
claim  to  have  considered  the 
shffi  to  arms-s&Ies  policy  too 
unimportant  to  mention  to 
the  Home.  

iHOULD  Mr  Tony  Blair 
iever  do  an  AlecDong- 
'las-Home,  and  swap 
Number  10  for  the  Foreign 
Office,  there  may  be  plenty 
of  homework.  Last  summer, 
a journalist  covering  a 
speech  in  Oxford  found  Mr 
Blair  surrounded  In  the 
street  by  young  foreigners 
asking  for  autographs  and 
to  have  pictures  taken  with 
him.  "They’re  Brazilians,” 
said  Mr  Blair  affiably.  *T*m 
very  bigin  Brazil.”  “When 
yon  become  Prime  Minister 
you  can  go  over  there,”  said 
the  reporter,  “but  you’ll 
haw  to  brush  up  your  Por- 
tuguese first.”  “Portu- 
guese?” said  Mr  Tony  Blair. 
"Why  Portuguese'?” 

A N OUTSIDER  steps 
forward  In  the  search 
Press  Office  of  the 
Year.  It  is  Tesco,  which  has 
introduced  a new  kind  of 
sandwich  to  certain  stores. 
"The  electoral  roll”  con- 
tains a different-coloured 
cheese  (Red  Leicester  for 
Labour.  Blue  Stilton  for  the 
Tories  and  Double  Glouces- 
ter for  the  LibDems)  for  each 

party,  and  a jocular  press 
release  insists  thatpsephol- 

3oseiy,  However, Cfhefysco 
press  office  seems  unsure 
about  whether  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  People  Act, 
guaranteeing  equal  expo- 
sure to  the  parties,  will 
apply.  Failure  to  keep  stocks 
of  each  butty  at  equal  levels 
could  he  a serious  infringe- 
ment. “I  will  certainly  look 
into  that,”  says  a worried- 
sounding  spokesman.  “Yon 
have  raised  a very  interest- 
ing question.”  Indeed  so. 

! BBC  has  contrived 
i unusual  piece  of 
_ censorship.  Shortly  be- 
fore the  radio  play  The 
Doogh  Beys  was  performed 
live  in  front  of  a studio  audi- 
ence, as  enquiry  was  made 
to  the  BBC  pronunciation 
department  about  "onan- 
ism”. Almost  at  once,  a de- 
cree came  down  ordering 

that  the  line  “the  world  had 
come  to  oggle  the  Kleenex 
nudes  of  onanism”  be 
changed  to  "the  world  had 
come  to  oggle  the  becoming 
nudes”,  the  actor  concerned 
being  told  to  “pot  the  stress 
on  the  coming”.  The  expla- 
nation was  that  onanism 
refers  to  “an  act  of  deprav- 
ity”, and  is  unsuitable  be- 
fore the  watershed.  And 
with  all  those  little  ones  on 
standby  to  giggle  at  that 

much-loved  playground 
word,  who  can  argue  with 

that? 


Silly  stand-off  that 
blocked  a showdown 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


T! 


■KB  campaign  they  all 
say,  must  now  move 
on.  It  must  get  serious 
and  positive.  So  say  all 
of  us.  Yet  the  most  enticing 
way  this  might  have  happened 
has  been  eliminated.  Short  of 
a change  of  mind  by  two  party 

leaders,  there  wifi  be  no  televi- 
sion debates  between  thany 
These  could  have  been  the 
most  riveting,  serious  and  un- 
predictable part  of  the  1987 
Section,  a glowing  contribu- 
tion pro  bono  publico.  Instead, 
the  story  of  why  they  won’t 
happen  reveals  the  opposite: 
the  littleness  of  party  manag- 
ers, their  sole  interest  in  post 
tional  advantage,  their  mis- 
trust of  anything  they  cannot 
absolutely  control,  and  let  the 
bloody  voters  take  the 
hindmost 

There  only  ever  was  one 
genuine  problem  about  stag- 
ing such  debates,  and  that  was 
what  to  do  about  Paddy  Ash- 
down. Everything  else  was 
marginal  cosmetics.  If  Major 
and  Blair  were  to  be  believed 
in  their  expressions  of  keen- 
ness to  debate.  It  was  all  nego- 1 


liable.  The  negotiation,  how- 
ever, was  not  completed,  and 
the  reason  was  that  foe  Con- 
servatives were  inept  enough 
to  let  Labour  walk  away. 
White  both  sides  talked  a sin- 
cere game,  neither  really 
meant  it.  What,  for  the  public, 
was  a high  priority  became, 
for  the  politicians,  a low  one. 

The  Ashdown  problem  was 
partly  legal  and  partly  politi- 
cal. The  law  required  Mm  to 

Ert  proper  exposure  in  any  de- 
bate-programme, but  foe  pub- 
lic’s sense  of  fairness  said  this 

should  not  be  as  a bystander. 

The  Tories  shouldn't  be  able 
to  relegate  him  to  the  side- 
lines. He  plainly  needed  to 
have  some  position  in  direct 
debate,  and  last  week  a for- 
mula came  close -to  being 
agreed:  a 75-minute  pro- 
gramme, with  opening  state: 
meats  by  the  three  leaders,  fol- 
lowed by  42  minutes  of  a 
three-sided  debate  and  21  min- 
utes of  a MaJor-Blair  debate, 
with  some  audience  participa- 
tion thrown  in. 

The  Tories  wanted  to 
reverse  the  42-  and  21-mlnute 
slots,  which  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats wouldn’t  have  swal- 
lowed but  which  exposed  the 
possibility  cf  a Tory  conces- 
sion on  Ashdown’s  status  as  a 
foil,  debating  participant 
There  were  the  makings  of  a 
deal.  However,  the  Tories 

were  bedevilled  from  the  be- 
ginning by  foe  presence,  call- 
ing many  of  the  shots,  of  Brian 
Mawhinney,  the  party  chair- 
man, whose  aptitude  for  nego- 


tiation makes  Ian  Paisley  look 
like  a refined  version  ofHerny 
Kissinger.  Michael  Dobbs,  foe 
man  at  the  table,  was 
equipped,  but  Mawhinney 
’showed  bl$  entirely  political 
colours  from  the  start  After 
foe  broadcasters  had  ynaA* 
their  first  proposals,  which 
were  closer  to  what  Major 
wanted  than  Ashdown,  the 
chairman  went  on  foe  screen 
to  snarl  that  anyone  who 
rejected  them  plainly  didn’t 
want  to  debate. 

This  wasn't  the  posture  of  a 
negotiator,  but . of  a cheap 
point-scorer:  also  of  a man 
consummately  unfitted  to  his 
task.  For  plainly  foe  Tories 
were  very  keen  fix*  debates  to 

happen,  as  long  as  Ashdown 
could  be  mhitmised.  It  was 
their  best  chance  of  Changing 


the  weather.  Being  mnes  be- 
hind, they  had  nothing  to  lose. 
They  wanted  two  90-minute 
debates,  as  the  BBC  and  ITV 
proposed;  they  wanted  mutual 
cros&eaamination;  and  they 
came  round  to  foe  presence  of 
an  audience  so  long  as  thin 
was  “dignified”. 

Major  wasn't  too  pleased 
with  some  of  foe  concessions 
Dobbs  seemed  ready  to  enter- 
tain, but  the  party's  need  and 
zeal  for  debates  were  dose  to 
being  met  — nntfi  the  egre- 
gious Mawhinney,  whose  bile 
seems  to  be  uncontrollable,  let 
foe  world  know  that  Labour 
was  running  away  and  fflair 
was  “chicken". 

This,  of  course,  brought  ne- 
gotiations to  a dose.  It  was  the 


wrong  signal  to  give  to  a party 
which,  as  Mawhinney  most 
have  known,  had  rather  less 
interest  than  he  did  in  ensur- 
ing debates  took  place.  Taking 

hlgh-minrtwj  nmhragp 

walked  off  foe  book,  having 
previously  adopted  positions 


towards  foe  cosmetic  aspects 
of  foe  matte:  that  cast  some 
doubt  upon  their  commitment 


to  serious  debating  is  the  first 
place. 

The  Labour  negotiator.  Lord 
Irvine  of  Lairg,  insisted  on 
only  one  debate  not  two,  and 
wanted  It  to  last  only  GO  min- 
utes. This  was  the  position 
agreed  with  foe  ramjmign  di- 
rector Peter  Mandelson  and, 
one  must  suppose,  with  Blair 
hirhspif  Although  foe  broad- 
casters were  prepared  to  com- 
mit go  minutes-  each,  labour 
sonorously  declared  the  pub- 
lic would  not  want  this  and 
could  not  pay  attention  tor  so 
long.  FurthernMre.fojereiiiast 


Brian  Mawhinney's 
aptitude  for7 
negotiation  makes 
ian  Paisley  look  like 
a refined  version  of 
Henry  Kissinger 


be  no  cross-examining  of  one 
leader  by  another,  on  foe 
grounds  that,' 'while  Blair 
would  naturally  deploy  bis 
brilliant  barrister’s  skills, 
Major  didn't  know  how  to  res- 
pond other  than  with  foe  per- 
sonal ahiiw  of  which  he  has 
Shown  him  golf  such  a wianeter 
at  Prime  Minister's  -Questions 
in  the  Commons. 

Most  cf  this  strikes  me  as 
tertfoal  tandentiouaness,  an 

impression  increased  by  foe 
preposterous  contention  that 
if  wouldn’t,  in  any  case,  be 
possible  to  "find  time”  In  a 
busy  fawnpHtgn  for  two  long 
debates.  The  fact  is  (hat  in  75 


minutes,  however  they  divid- 
ed it,  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  three  men  to  do  more  (ten 
scratch  the  surface  of  balf-ar 
flngpn  questions.  Two  90-mln- 
trte  debates,  however  struc- 
tured, would  be  seriously 

testing  contributions,  in 

idiom  that  would  make 
qrrtte  hn  possible  for  Major 
even  if  he  were  so  inclined 
(which  I doubt),  to  get  away 
with  the  kind  of  bear-pit  ru- 
deriee  that  both  he  and  Blair 
profess  to  deplore  about  their 
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The  DoE  polices  the  construction  industry,  yet  also  promotes  it.  And 
no  one  sells  harder  than  John  Gummer,  says  George  Monbiot 

Foe  of  the  Earth 


HEN  he 
launched 
the  Conser- 
vatives’ en- 
vlronmen- 
tal  mani- 
festo John 'Gummer  presented 
himself  once  mare,  as  foe  pat- 
ron saint  of  the  environment 
Once  more,  his  claims  raised 
scarcely  a murmur  of  protest 
So  credible  have  his  pious 
ptedg pa  become  that  he  is  now 
being  tipped  as  the  next  execu- 
tive director  of  the  United 
Nations  Environment  Pro- 
gramme, It  is  the  most  suc- 
cessful confidence  trick  that 

anyone  in  this  government 
has  executed.  For  John  Gum- 
mer  oversees  a conflict  of  in- 
terest that  makes  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  look  like  The 
Untouchables. 

Mr  Gummer  Is  Britain’s  ul- 
timate planning  authority.  His 
department  represents  the 
public  interest  In  determining 
what  kind  of  construction  can 
proceed  ami  where  it  should 
tafrg  place,  and  be  is  empow- 
ered to  "call  in"  development 
proposals  with  a major  envi- 
ronmental or  social  impact  for 
Anal  arbitration.  The  Depart- 
ment of  foe  Environment  is 
also,  of  course,  responsible  for 
environmental  protection, 
which  in  theory  should  bring 


it  into  regular  conflict  with 
the  construction  industry.  But 
John  Gammer’s  department 
has  another  function,  just  as 
central  to  Its  operations,  but 
much  less  frequently  dis- 
cussed. The  DoE,  which  is 
responsible  for  restraining  the 
construction  and  property  de- 
velopment industries,  is  also 
responsible  for  promoting 
them. 

You  might  have  imagined 
that  a government  so  monoga- 
moualy  wedded  to  the  free 
market  would  leave  foe  build- 
ing industry  to  fond  for  itself 
Were,  for  some  mysterious 
reason,  state  intervention 


kets.  It  is  the  advocate  within 
Government  and  the  Euro- 
pean Union  for  these  indus- 
tries ...  It  also  acts  as  the 
focal  point  within  Govern- 
ment for  the  property 
industry.” 

To  these  ends,  the  DoE  has 
moved  some  of  its  most  expe- 
rienced civil  servants  into 
something  called  the  Con- 
struction Sponsorship  Direc- 
torate (CSD).  "The  ind 
itself”,  according  to  foe 
press  office,  “tells  us  precisely 
what  it  is  they  want  and 
where  they  want  H focused”. 
Its  demands  tell  an  fertile 
ground.  Senior  figures  from 


You  might  have  imagined  a government 
wedded  to  the  free  market  would  leave 
the  building  industry  to  fend  for  Itself 


required,  you  would  expect  it 
to  come  from  foe  DTL  But  the 
British  government  seems  to 
be  the  last  institution  in  Brit- 
ain to  respond  to  Its  own  ex- 
hortations. The  DoE,  accord- 
ing to  its  annual  report  "aims 
to  help  all  sectors  of  foe  UK 
constniction  industry  - ■ - suc- 
ceed in  their  domestic,  Euro- 
pean and  international  mar- 


foe  construction  industry  are 
seconded  into  the  CSD,  and 
civil  servants  from  foe  CSD 
are  given  placements  at  Tar- 
mac and  Tjring. 

Envinament  ministers  pro- 
vide regular  briefings  for  di- 
rectors aS  construction  firms. 
According  to  a friend  in  foe 
DoE,  foe  CSD  “has  tremen- 
dous clout  within  foe  Depart- 


ment Broadly  speaking,  what 
it  proposes  tends  to  happen.” 

Every  year,  John  Gumma: 
and  his  junior  ministers  have 
set  out  on  trade  missions  with 
the  directors  of  British  con- 
struction companies.  In  19% 
and  1996.  Gummer  helped  sell 
their  wares  in  Israel  and  foe 
occupied  territories.  India,  the 
Philippines.  Syria,  Brazil,  Ar- 
gentina, Chile  and  Peru: 
countries  not  exactly 
renowned  for  matching  devel- 
opment to  the  needs  of  people 
grid  the  environment. 

But  even  this,  Mr  Gummer 
decided,  was  not  enough.  In 
1995.  he  established  a quango 
called  the  Construction  Indus- 
tries Board,  whose  purpose 
was  “to  secure  a culture  of  co- 
operation, teamwork  and  con- 
tinuous improvement  in  foe 
industry's  performance”.  The 
board  is  composed  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Environment 
and  representatives  of  the  con- 
struction industry.  Its  chair- 
man is  Sir  lan  Dixon  of  Wfl- 
mott  Dixon,  who  was  knighted 
for  his  services  to  foe  CSD, 
Into  which  both  his  scat  and 
Richard  Wilmott,  another 
scion  of  foe  firm,  have  been 
seconded.  Us  president  is  John 
Gummer. 

One  of  its  early  findings  was 
that  “planning  constraints  are 


. In  that  time-span,  there 
would  be  a better  rhaTirg  than 
there  wfll  ever  otherwise  be 

for  our  two  quasl-presidential 
leaders,  with  Ashdown  having 
a fair  presence  alongside,  to 
engage  directly  on  issues 
where,  in  every  other  election 
forum,  they  will  be  finding 
ways  to  talk  past  each  other — 
to  the  frustration  of 

the  interested  voter. 

That  large,  attractive  possi- 
bility should  have  made  every 
little  detail  — audience,  inter- 
rogators, sequence,  propor- 
tionality etc  etc  — resolvable. 
But  first  it  had  to  be  taken 
seriously.  There  needed  to  be 
the  spirit  of  compromise  and  a 
readiness  for  minor  risk-tak- 
ing^ in  an  arena  that  was  ad- 
mittedly a tittle  imponderable 
but  where  the  actual  effects  on 
the  voting  intentions  of  view- 
ers, to  judge  from  the  interna- 
tional research  instructively 
gathered  together  in  a new 
study  by  the  Hansard  Society, 

ap  toga  tti«m 

The  first  to  blame  for  tenure 
are  the  Conservatives,  whom 
shrill,  neurotic  ineptitude  has 
rendered  wind  to.  their  own 
best  Interests.  Bat  Labour 
were  willing  accessories.  It  is 
the  old  equation.  Being  20 
points  ahead,  they  do  not  need 
debates.  If  there  had  to  be  one, 
they  wanted  it  over  as  soon  as 
possible:  a token  of  sincerity, 
without  being  a hostage  to  for- 
tune: As  it  is,  they're  free  to 
declare  the  matter  closed, 
which  suits  them  nicely  but 
the  public  not  at  alL 


TWhfhiHng  ^ footer  growth  In 

foe  housebuilding  sector. 
The  CIB's  corporate  members 
have  now  banded  together  to 
forfn  a new  lobby  group,  seek- 
ing better  opportunities  for 
development  in  Britain.  Its 
target  audience  is,  of  course, 
the  DoE. 

To  ensure  that  no  one  Is  left 
in  the  cold,  the  DOE  has  set  up 
a second  quango  "comprising 
leading  figures  in  the  property 
world  . . . serviced  by  the  De- 
partment”, which  "provides 
advice  to  Ministers  and  offi- 
cials on  land  and  property 
Issues,  and  on  the  develop- 
ment process”.  By  happy 
chance,  some  of  the  people 
represented  by  the  quango 


also  turn  up  in  a lobby  group 
called  the  -Property  Imhistry 
Forum  (PIP).  The  DoS-  orga- 
nises meetings  between  minis- 
ters and  the  FIF  to  "ensure 
representatives  from  the  in- 
dustry are  able  to  voice  their 
concerns”. 

Suddenly,  a whole  raft  of 
hitherto  incomprehensible  De- 
partment  of  Ekryiromnerri  rul- 
ings begin  to  make  sense.  How 
on  earth,  environmentalists 
wondered,  could  our  earnest 
Mr  Gummer  have  given  the 
go-ahead  for  the  second  run- 
way at  Manchester?  Why  did 
he  not  call  in  the  application 
to  double  the  size  of  Whatley 
Quarry  in  the  Mendips,  which 
threatens  the  aquifer  feeding 
the  hot  springs  at  Bath?  Why 
did  he  fell  to  enforce  a morato- 
rium on  out  of  town  super- 
stores until  the  superstores 
themselves  began  quietly  to 
lobby  for  one,  in  foe  hope  of 
securing  their  regional  mo- 
nopolies against  competition 
from  foreign  companies? 


T SEEMED  strange  that 
the  DoE  wub  unable  to 
account  for  the  central 
assumption  cf  its  green 
paper  on  household 
growth:  that  cohabitation 
rates  would  be  lower  in  2016 

than  they  were  in  1996.  It 
seemed  even  odder  that  while 
nia  jm  tog  that  it  wanted  to 
minimise  the  impact  of  the  4.4 
million  houses  it  said  would 
have  to  built  for  all  the  people 
living  by  themselves,  the 
green  paper  Tnwte  no  imontinn 
of  the  principle  disincentive  to 
building  homes  in  cities:  the 
speculative  price  of  urban 
ImmI. 

No  one  could  understand 
why  the  DoE  rejected  a 
House  of  Lords  proposal  for  a 
register  of  contaminated 
land.  Nor  why  it  suggested,  to 
the  fury  of  Tory  MPs,  the 
relaxation  of  greenbelt  guide- 
lines, nor  why  it  chose  to 
offer  special  dispensation  for 
new  "stately  homes”  to  be 
built  in  the  countryside.  It 
has  never  been  clear  why  Mr 
Gummer  has  not:  insisted 
that  basic  social  needs  be  met 
before  derelict  urban  land  is 
used  to  build  superstores,  ex- 
ecutive estates  or  millen- 
nium domes. 

We  environmentalists 
chose  to  regard  John  Glim- 
mer as  a man  hemmed  in  by 
dinosaurs,  desperately  strug- 
gling with  the  antediluvian 
attitudes  of  his  cabinet  col- 
leagues. We  blamed  our  envi- 
ronmental crisis  on  foe  De- 
partment of  Transport,  the 
DTI,  Michael  Heseltine, 
Michael  Howard;  anyone  but 
the  well-scrubbed,  saintly 
chap  twice  voted  the  greenest 
MP  in  Britain  by  a pend  of 
environmental  campaigners. 
But,  as  he  fixes  his  eye  on  an 
even  more  prestigious  job. 
Gummer  can  hide  behind  his 
green  pieties  no  longer.  In 
public  he  laments  our  prob- 
lems, in  private  he  presides 
over  them. 

The  shrewdest  man  in  the 
cabinet  is  not,  as  he  claims,  a 
friend  of  the  earth,  but  its 
most  deadly  enemy. 


Exit  the  loony 
left,  enter  the 
rabid  right 


Martin  Kettle 


IOR  most  of  post-war 
British  history,  it  has 
been  the  Conservatives 
and  not  Labour  who  have 
been  the  disciplined  party. 
Loyalty  and  conformism 
Came  as  naturally  to  most 
mid -20th  century  Tories  as  ar- 
gument and  independence  did 
to  Labour  supporters  of  the 
same  era.  The  prize  for  the 
party  which  would  do  what 
its  leader  told  it  would  have 
gone  as  predictably  to  foe 
Tories  as  the  Scottish  league 
title  nowadays  goes  to  Glas- 
gow Rangers.  Conservatives 
seemed  to  know  instinctively 
how  to  do  what  was  neces- 
sary. Labour,  by  contrast,  al- 
ways preferred  to  hold  a con- 
ference about  it 
Over  the  past  two  weeks, 
these  roles  have  been 
reversed.  Today  it  is  Labour 
which  behaves  more  like  a 
Californian  cult  its  members 
ready  to  do,  say  and  even  to 
wear  whatever  the  all-know- 
ing leader  Tony  Blair  de- 
mands, whereas  the  Conser- 


vatives long  ago  abandoned 
much  of  the  old  deference 
that  once  held  their  party 
together.  A party  whose 
leader  can  only  get  one  out  of 
four  awkward  MPs  to  resign 
when  he  instructs  »w»m  to 
quit  is  a party  in  which  anar- 
chy, and  not  John  Major, 
gives  the  orders  of  the  day. 

It  has  often  been  said  that 
if  they  lose  thin  election,  the 
Conservatives  must  choose 
whether  to  indulge  in  a 
period  of  internal  civil  war 
not  unlike  that  which  rav- 
aged the  Labour  Party  after 
1979.  Many  have  predicted 
that  the  party  will  tear  itself 
apart  as  soon  as  the  disci- 
plines of  office  are  removed 
Wiser  observers,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  tended  to  empha- 
sise that  Britain's  natural 
party  of  government  will  find 
way  of  drawing  back  from 
this  brink.  After  the  past 
week’s  shenanigans  one  can- 
not now  be  so  sure. 

Perhaps  the  most  ominous 
sign  for  the  future  of  the  Con- 
servatives Is  that  their  inter- 
nal argument  ha«  so  quickly 
focused  on  what  was  also  one 
of  the  central  issues  in 
Labour’s  battles  of  foe  1980s. 
The  determination  of  Labour 
constituency  parties  to  select 
and  deselect  their  own  parlia- 
mentary candidates,  if  neces- 
sary in  defiance  of  the  party 
leader,  lay  at  the  heart  of  the 
‘Bennite"  reforms  of  the 
early  1980s. 

It  was  this  reform,  more 
than  any  other,  which  caused 
25  Labour  MPS  to  split  from 
the  party  in  1961  to  join  the 
SDP.  And  it  was  this  same 
change  which  also  ensured 


some  of  Labour’s  most  contro- 
versial episodes  of  the  1980s; 
foe  selection  of  byelection 
candidates  iifa»  Peter  TatchaH 
in  Bermondsey  in  1983  and 
Delrdre  Wood  in  Greenwich 
in  1987  which  enabled  the  tab- 
loids to  brand  Labour  as  the 
loony  left  party. 

Today's  Conservative  grass- 
roots activists  are  not  yet 
pressing  for  mandatory  re- 
selection  of  all  sitting  MPs, 
but  their  Increasing  determi- 
nation to  use  constituency 

associations  as  a base  from 

which  to  defy  the  party  leader 
ought  to  ring  alarm  bells  at 
Central  Office.  When  it  ramp 
to  it  this  weekend,  nothing 
that  John  Major  could  say 
was  able  to  prevent  local  Con- 
servative associations  in 
Beckenham,  Tatton  and 
deethorpes  from  insisting  on 
selecting  the  MP  of  their 
choice,  however  much  dam- 
age it  might  do  to  foe  party's 
cause  nationally. 

It  needs  to  be  said  that  Con- 
servative constituency  associ- 
ations have  always  jealously 
guarded  their  selection  rights 
above  almost  all  others,  so 


With  polling  a month 
away  three  out  of 
four  constituencies 
stuck  two  fingers  up 
at  Central  Office 


this  weekend's  revolt  against 
Major  is  not  unprecedented. 
“I  have  neither  the  will  nor 
the  power  to  make  constituen- 
cies do  what  they  resolutely 
do  not  want  to  do”,  wrote 
Lord  Carrington  when  he  was 
Tory  Party  chairman  in  1973, 
and  later  chairmen  including 
Cecil  Parkinson  and  Norman 
Fowler  have  also  had  difficult 
run-ins  with  local  activists. 

Yet  the  defiance  of  the  past 
fortnight  looks  like  some- 
thing wider  and  more  impor- 
tant than  anything  these 
chairmen  had  to  fece.  Faced 
with  the  increasingly  dear 
wishes  of  the  prime  minister 
and  the  party  chairman,  with 
polling  day  only  a month 
away,  and  with  no  evidence 
that  the  row  was  likely  to 
disappear  from  the  press, 
three  out  of  four  constituen- 
cies stuck  two  fingers  up  at 
Central  Office.  A weekend 
survey  suggested  that  five  out 
of  six  other  constituencies 
supported  them. 

This  isn’t  merely  the  cycli- 
cal reassertion  of  grass-roots 
autonomy,  of  the  kind  which 
normally  makes  itself  felt  in 
the  party  only  over  things 
like  the  proportion  of  local 
fund-raising  that  should  go  to 
Central  Office.  This  is  some- 
thing much  more  damaging. 
It  is  evidence  of  the  extent  to 
which  Major’s  Tory  party  is 
already  a riven  organisation. 
It  implies  that  foe  only  elec- 
tion the  activists  are  inter- 
ested in  is  the  leadership  elec- 
tion. It  looks  very  much  as  if 
era  of  foe  loony  right  is  al- 
ready upon  us. 


Albanian  children 
face  food  crisis 

Confusion  and  chaos  are  mounting  in  Albania. 
According  to  Albanian  government  reports,  food 
stocks  are  down  to  a tenth  of  normal  levels.  Those 
least  able  to  help  themselves  will,  as  ever,  be  most  at 
risk.  Children's  hospitals  and  orphanages  do  not  know 
where  the  next  food  supplies  will  come  from. 

UK  charity  Children's  Aid  Direct,  formerly  Feed  the 
Children  (Europe),  has  considerable  experience  of 
working  in  Albania  and  has  a team  on  the  ground. 

As  soon  as  it  is  safe  to  deliver  food  and  other  urgently 
needed  aid,  this  charity  will  make  those  deliveries. 
And  they  are  appealing  today  for  your  help  to  do  it 

A donation  of  £30  could  boy  enough  high-protein 
food  for  136  children.  As  the  crisis  deepens.  Children's 
Aid  Direct  will  be  doing  what  they  can  - will  you? 


£250*  □ £. 


(other) 


LET  ME  HELP  BRING  HOPE  TO  ALBANIA 


Hera  Is  my  gift  of: 

£30  □ £60  □ £90  □ 

•A  gw  of  £250  or  more  Is  worth  almost  an  extra  third  to  us  undo1  Gtft  Aid 
Please  make  your  cheque  payable  to  Children’s  Aid  Direct  OR 
Please  debits from  my  IH  Visa  D MasterCard  C3  Switch 


Last  three  tsgus  of  Swten  card  no.  LH  0 O 

Switch  Issue  no.  OD  j 

BMW  DATC  / SIGNATURE 

1 NAME  (CAPS)  MR/mRS/mS  J 

I ADDRESS  t 

! POSTCODE  S 

ImEPHOM? 

I OR  please  phone  our  donation  line 

0990  600  610 

Please  send  to:  Children's  Aid  Direct 
Dept  No.  SIS.  flftHEPOST. 

Reading  RGilBR. 

RGgsured  Chatty  No.  803236  j 

10  OBITUARIES 

William  Hilton 

Early 

orbits 


Th«  Guardian  Tuesday  April  1 1997 


THE  pioneering  work 
oT  william  Hilton, 
who  has  died  aged 
84.  on  the  potential 
uses  of  satellites  in 
highly  eccentric  elliptical  or- 
bits complemented  that  of 
Arthur  C Clarke  on  geosyn- 
chronous satellites. 

But  Hilton  received  little 
recognition,  apart  from  ver- 
bal acknowledgments  from 
the  Russians,  who  adopted 
what  they  nail  the  Moloiya 
orbit  of  400  x 40,000km  with  63 
degree  inclination  for  their 
telecommunications  and 
early  warning  satellites.  The 
US  military  also  use  these 
highly -elliptical  orbits  for 
their  data  relay  satellites 
working  with  spy  satellites. 
No  doubt  the  reason  Bill  Hil- 
ton was  awarded  no  honours 
and  not  even  an  entry  in 
Who’s  Who  was  his  complete 
lack  of  self-importance  and 
pomposity. 

I first  met  him  in  1962  in  an 
interview  for  the  BBC  when 
the  newspapers  were  full  of 
headlines  such  as  "Space  Age 
Brains  are  on  the  Dole".  In 
the  week  that  America 
launched  John  Glenn  into 
orbit.  Hawker  Siddeley  fired 
ten  of  its  top  space  scientists, 
including  Hilton,  then  aged 
49  and  head  of  their  astronau- 
tics section,  because  the  gov- 
ernment had  not  given  a 
penny  to  back  the  team's 
work  on  satellites  and  other 
space  matters. 

He  had  earlier  made  no- 


table contributions  to  the 
war  effort  as  a principal  sci- 
entific officer  at  the  National 
Physical  Laboratory,  design- 
ing their  wind  tunnels  and 
contributing  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Barnes  Wallis's 
bouncing  bombs  and  the  de- 
sign of  the  Mulberry  Har- 
bours towed  across  the  chan- 
nel to  protect  the  D-Day 
invasion  forces.  Before  that 
he  had  earned  a place  in  avia- 
tion history  by  coining  the 
phrase  “the  sound  barrier*' 
when  explaining  the  prob- 
lems of  supersonic  flight  to  a 
Journalist. 

Bora  in  Highgate.  Bill  Hil- 
ton studied  physics  at  the 
Royal  College  of  Science  and 
aerodynamics  for  his  PhD  at 
Imperial  College,  London. 
His  postgraduate  work  was 
on  photographing  the  vorti- 
ces around  aircraft  which  en- 
able them  to  fly  — research 
which  was  used  in  the  design 
of  the  Westland  Berp 
helicopter. 

He  had  joined  the  National 
Physical  Laboratory  In  1935 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  he 
was  seconded  to  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  the 
US,  where  he  worked  on  ram- 
jet research  and  supersonic 
propulsion  for  missiles.  He 
returned  in  1949  to  the  Royal 
Aircraft  Establishment  at 
Farnborough  and  a year  later 
Joined  Armstrong  Whitworth 
as  ch  ief  aerodynamlcist 

When  he  was  fired,  he 
spent  18  months  in  Paris  as 


The  flight  stuff. . . William  Hilton  demonstrating  the  Mach  3 wind  tunnel,  operating  at  speeds  of2,000mph,  in  1955 


secretary  of  the  International 
Astronautical  Federation 
(TAF)  before  joining  the  Brit- 
ish Aircraft  Corporation  as 
assistant  to  the  Technical  Di- 
rector. He  took  early  retire- 
ment In  1973  to  pursue  his 
many  other  interests. 

He  published  several  tech- 
nical books  including  High 
Speed  Aerodynamics  (1951) 
and  Manned  Satellites  — 
Their  Achievements  and  Po- 
tentialities (1965),  and  numer- 
ous papers.  These  Included 
presentations  for  the  British 
Interplanetary  Society,  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est fellows,  describing  how 
satellites  could  be  safely 
brought  back  to  earth  by  the 
use  of  aerodynamic  lift.  This 
was  before  the  launch  of 
Sputnik  1. 

It  is  a loss  that  Hilton  never 
found  time  to  complete  his 
autobiography.  He  related 


how  Sir  Sydney  Camm  came 
into  his  Coventry  office  one 
day  complaining  that  when 
their  employers  wanted  some- 
thing faster  than  the  Hurri- 
cane he  had  designed  . the 
Typhoon,  followed  by  the 
thin-winged  Tempest.  Then 
they  wanted  Mach  0.9  and  he 
designed  the  Hunter;  then 
they  wanted  Mach  1-3  and 
when  he  had  designed  that 
they  wanted  Mach  1.7  and 
then  2.5.  "Where  will  it  all 
end?."  he  cried,  to  which  Hil- 
ton, finding  a chance  to  break 
in,  responded:  “Mach  34.  Any- 
thing going  at  that  speed  will 
disappear  on  an  open-ended 
trajectory,  and  not  be  heard 
from  again!"  ramm  vras  de- 
lighted. “Ill  stand  Up  at  the 
next  meeting  with  the  Minis- 
try and  say;  ‘Cut  the  cackle, 
we  should  go  straight  to  Mach 
34  and  m tell  you  for  why!’  ’’ 
Instead  of  being  depressed 


by  lack  of  government  inter- 
est in  his  proposals  for  a Brit- 
ish communications  satellite. 
Hilton  set  about  educating  the 
young.  In  1965,  NASA  loaned 
him  a Space  mobile  which  he 
drove  around  Britain,  lectur- 
ing to  23,000  students  and 
schoolchildren  on  the  oppor- 
tunities that  space  activities 
would  provide.  His  recre- 
ational interests  ranged  from 
ukulele-playing  to  ice-skat- 
ing, pelargonium-growing 
and  stamp-collecting.  He- 
joined  the  George  Form  by 
Society  and  the  Ukulele  Soci- 
ety of  Great  Britain  and  enliv- 
ened many  a scientific  con- 
gress with  his  playing. 

I never  remember  him 
missing  the  annual  iaf  Con- 
gress, but  last  year,  in  Beij- 
ing, he  had  a fall  and  his 
health  began  to  foil.  But  he 
still  delivered  an  erudite  and 
closely-argued  paper  on  CETI 


(Communications  with  Extra 
Terrestrials)  and  the  likeli- 
hood that  they  had  probably 
already  tried  to  communicate 
with  us.  being  frustrated  by 
the  Time  Barrier  or  the  foot 
that  some  01-infonned  ac- 
countant had  cut  out  our  abil- 
ity to  listen  as  not  cost- 
effective.  He  also  pointed  out 
that  the  fictional  flying  sau- 
cer was  by  no  means  a stBy 
shape.  Aerodynamic  shapes, 
he  maintained,  are  universal 
language,  recognised  and 
understood  by  little  green 
men  as  well  as  by  us. 

BUI  Hilton  is  survived  by 
his  wife  Joan,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  1939.  and  their  son  and 
two  daughters. 


Reginald  TurafH 


William  Frank  Hilton,  aerody- 
namic! st.  bom  June  10.  1912; 
died  March  6, 1997. 


Stephanie  Tepper  Cran 


An  eye  on  the  frontline 


STEPHANIE  Tepper 
Cran,  who  has  died 
aged  46,  was  a talented 
film-maker  in  her  own 
right  and  also  one  half  of  the 
most  successful  partnership 
in  historical  documentary 
making  in  Britain. 

With  her  husband,  William 
Cran  (who  directed  and  wrote 
their  films),  they  set  up  the 
independent  production  com- 
pany Invision.  They  made  a 
string  of  successful  pro- 
grammes, mostly,  in  the  last 
few  years,  for  the  BBC2  his- 
torical documentary  strand 
Timcicatch. 

Their  most  recent  film  The 
Boer  War  — the  first  media 
war  was  transmitted  only  two 
days  before  she  died.  Like  all 
of  the  previous  films  she  pro- 
duced for  Time  watch  (which 


included  The  Secret  File  on  J 
Edgar  Hoover  and  History  of  a 
Mystery),  the  Boer  War  film 
was  enthusiastically  received 
by  critics  and  audience  alike. 

She  won  a host  of  awards, 
both  for  the  films  she  made 
with  her  husband  and  those' 
she  made  herself.  There  were 
also  some  outstanding  films 
she  produced  and  edited 
working  in  her  native  Amer- 
ica at  WGBH,  the  public 
broadcasting  station  in 
Boston. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  she  went 
to  WGBH  as  a film  editor 
working  on  Frontline,  a major 
documentary  series.  She 
came  to  Britain  to  work  with 
William  whom  she  had  met  in 
Boston. 

Her  work  was  character- 
ised by  Its  clarity,  precision 


and  imagination;  strengths 
she  demonstrated  not  just  in 
the  creative  side  of  film-mak- 
ing but  on  the  business  side. 
She  was  straightforward  and 
direct  and  knew  instinctively 
that  the  budget  should  be 
spent  an  the  screen  not  on  the 
office.  The  draft  script  of  a 
Cran  film  would  always  be 
printed  on  the  reverse  side  of 
old  correspondence  — read- 
ing the  back  of  the  script 
would  give  an  insight  into 
how  business  was  doing;  the 
answer  was  that  it  was  al- 
ways booming. 

For  more  than  three  years 
Stephanie  had  cancer.  She  en- 
dured painful  treatments  but 
still  managed  to  work  and 
retain  her  considerate  man- 
ner. She  even  spent  time 
researching  her  own  illness 


as  if  it  were  a piece  of  journal- 
ism so  that  the  doctors  teased 
her  that  she  knew  more  about 
it  than  they  did.  I sometimes 
thought  they  were  right 
Her  grace  and  concern  for 
others  were  unique.  The  last 
time  1 met  her  she  was  quick 
to  ask  how  I was:  “Did  I have 
a slight  cold?” 

She  and  William  had  three 
daughters.  Jessica,  aged  12 
and  the  twins,  Chloe  and 
Rebecca,  who  had  their  fourth 
birthday  hours  before  their 
mother  died.  She  died  as  she 
lived,  with  dignity  and 
courage. 


Laurence  Rees 


Stephanie  Tepper  Cran,  film  pro- 
ducer, bom  March  27,  1950;  died 
March  20, 1997 


Clarity  and  imagination . . . Stephanie  Tepper  Cran 


Sir  John  Figgess 


Versatility 
in  the  Orient 


IN  1951,  along  with  another 
new  arrival  at  the  British 
Embassy  in  Tokyo,  I wait 
ed  in  the  Chancery  lobby, 
uncertain  where  to  go,  when 
a tall  figure  in  miltary  uni- 
form bounded  up  the  steps 
accompanied  by  a large  dog. 
He  shook  hands  warmly  and 
engaged  us  in  conversation 
when  one  of  us  was  unwise 
enough  to  refer,  to  “The 
Japs”.  This  brought  an  in- 
stant and  firm  rebuke.  John 
Figgess,  who  has  died  aged 
86,  was  always  a stickler  for 

good  manners. 

This  incident  took  place 
when  he  was  assistant  mili- 
tary adviser  (he  was  later  to 
become  military  attache)  in 
Tokyo  before  the  Peace 
Treaty  with  Japan  came  into 
force  in  1952.  Demilitarisa- 
tion was  over  and  Figgess 
was  now  involved  with  prob- 
lems arising  from  the  Korean 
War.  which  had  brought 
many  United  Nations  troops 
to  bases  in  Japan. 

He  was  a man  of  great  ver- 
satility. This  was  shown 
again  in  1961  when,  on  retire- 
ment from  the  army  — after  a 
career  which  had  begun  in 
military  intelligence  — he 
took  charge  of  the  Embassy 
Information  department. 
That  department's  previ- 
ously mainly  political  role 
was  expanded,  under  his  di- 
rection, to  embrace  a vigor- 
ous campaign  of  commercial 
publicity. 

The  productions  were  styl- 
ish as  well  as  informative, 
and  the  local  staff  came  to  In- 
clude attractive  Japanese 
women,  mainly  graduates  of 

his  daughters’  school,  the  In- 
ternational Sacred  Heart  in 
Tokyo. 

Few  of  us  who  worked  for 
him  could  approach  his  own 
very  high  standards  of  Japa- 
nese but  he  left  no  doubt  as  to 
the  ideal  to  which  we  should 
strive.  He  had  first  learned 
the  language  when  he  went  to 
live  in  Japan  in  1933  as  an 
alternative  to  university. 

John  Figgess’s  knowledge 
of  oriental  art,  the  founda- 
tion of  his  third  career  years 
later  at  Christies  (he  was  a 
director  from  1973-82),  was 
based  on  his  experience  in 
Japan.  Many  Japanese  fam- 
ily collections  of  Chinese  and 
Korean  porcelain,  as  wen  as 
of  Japanese  pieces,  had  come 
on  to  the  market  in  the  diffi- 
cult years  following  the  coun-. 
try’s  defeat.  Figgess  devel- 
oped friendships  with  many 
of  the  art  dealers  and  it  was  a 
joy  and  privilege  to  accom- 
pany him  to  their  shops. 

These  were  sometimes  lo- 
cated in  beautiful  rural  sur- 
roundings. I recall  one  occa- 
sion when  we  sat  in  a small 
room  in  the  mountains  above 
Nikko,  overlooking  a river 
valley,  drinking  tea  as  the 
wares  were  produced  for  our 
inspection.  Figgess  was 
never  arrogant  about  his 
knowledge  and  often  said 
that,  in  matters  of  artistic 


taste,  he  bowed  to  the  judg- 
ment of  his  Dutch-bom  with, 1 
Alette. 

He  made  many  contribu- 
tions to  AngloJapanese  reft-, 
dons,  in  addition  to  his  ser- 
vice in  the  Embassy  and  his 
direction,  later,  of  the  British 
pavilion  at  Expo  *70  in  Osaka. 
One  was  the  encouragement 
of  the  development  iff  Rugby 
football  in  Japan.  This  began; 
in  a small  way,  with  matches 
between  Japanese  teams  and 
British  regimental  teams  in- 
cluding some  from  Honfe, 
Kong.  Further  inspiration  for 
the  Japanese  players  was 
provided  by  visits  of  teams 
from  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 
It  was  also  as  a member  of 
Figgess’s  staff  that  I was1 
given  time  to  work  as  an  atta- 
che to  the  British  team  in  the 
1964  Tokyo  Olympics.  i 

The  dog  which  had  rushed 
up  to  us  in  1951  had 
canine  successors  — 


To  the  manners  bora  — 
John  Figgess 

bard  to  imagine  John  Figgess 
without  a dog.  Jimmy,  his 
labrador  of  the  19608,  in  addi- 
tion to  ruling  the  British  Em- 
bassy compound  In  Tokyo, 
acquired,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  his  master,  access  to 
public  spaces  there  otherwise 
denied  to  dogs.  Physical  vig- 
our remained  with  Figgess, 
right  up  until  his  advanced 
years. 

Although  he  enjoyed  the 
company  of  the  good  and  the 
great,  his  views  on  many  sub- 
jects differed  sharply  from 
those  of  the  Establishment 
and  were  often  left-of-centre. 
He  found  a defence  policy 
based  on  nuclear  deterrence 
increasingly  distasteful  and 
believed  that  partition  must 
give  way  to  unity  in  Ireland. 
He  had  no  time  for  the  preju- 
dices of  the  Eurosceptics. 

One  looks  back  on  nearly 
50  years  of  friendship  with 
gratitude  for  many  kind- 
nesses and  many  stimulating 
occasions.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  two  daughters. 


Richard  BIHngviorth 


John  George  Figgess,  diplomat 
soldier,  born  November  15. 
1909;  died  March  20. 1997 


Letters 

Michael  J Smith  writes:  Erik 
de  Maury's  internationalist 
outlook  ( obituary , March  21) 
was  reflected  in  his  crusade 
for  more  imaginative  modern 
language  teaching.  Qualified 
in  Russian  himself  and 
reporting  for  the  BBC  from 
Moscow,  he  shared  the  con- 
cern of  many  linguists  that 
Russian  was  so  little  taught  in 
Britain  due  to  the  preponder- 
ance of  ubiquitous  French.  In 
the  mid-1970s,  as  a Russian 
teacher.  I took  part  in  a de 
Mauny -compered  radio  pro- 
gramme which  examined 
ways  in  which  learning  the 
so-called  "minority”  lan- 
guages could  be  extended.  He 
ended  the  broadcast  by  testi- 
fying that,  as  well  as  using 
foreign  languages  In  his  job, 
he  had  found  them  tremen- 
dous fun.  Twenty  years  on  the 
situation  in  schools  remains 
as  French-dominated  as  ever. 

How  disappointed  de  Mauny 
must  have  been. 


Brian  Durrans  writes:  Beside 
her  work  for  other  museums 
and  galleries.  Shireen  Akbar 
(obituary,  March  14)  inspired, 
collected  and  acted  as  consul- 
tant for  the  exhibtion.  Traffic 
Art-  Rickshaw  Paintings  flam 
Bangladesh,  which  ran  from 
1986-91  at  the  Museum  of 
Mankind  (the  ethnography 
department  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum). Presenting  popular 
culture  in  august  institutions 
never  lost  its  irony  for  her  in 
the  last  analysis  it  was  what 
people  did  that  mattered.  She 
never  forgot  the  world  out- 
side. Shireen's  energy,  vision 
and  warm  friendship  will  be 
much  missed  by  those  privi- 
leged to  know  her. 

Robert  Vincent  writes:  Despite 
your  admirable  obituary 
(March  22)  of  the  Rev  W 
Awdry,  I find  it  difficult  to 
believe  he  is  dead.  Let  us  Just 
say  that  he  has  been  shunted 
into  a siding. 


Charles  Dederich 


Rise  and  fall  of  a cult 


IN  1358,  Charles  Dederich, 
who  has  died  aged  83, 
rented  a shopfront  in 
Ocean  Park,  California 
with  a $33  welfare  cheque  and 
put  up  a sign;  “TLC",  for  the 
Tender  Loving  Care  Club. 
Within  a year  he  had 
renamed  it  Synanon.  He 
moved  to  Santa  Monica,  but 
was  jailed  for  23  days  for  run- 
ning an  unlicenced  “hospital’’ 
In  a residential  area. 

Undeterred,  he  opened  an- 
other centre  and  the  rehabili- 
tation technique  he  called 
“The  Game",  an  often  bruis- 
ing group  encounter,  began 
attracting  hundreds. 

By  the  mid-1960s,  he  and 
Synanon  were  famous  and 
rich.  He  moved  his  flock  to  a 
3.000-acre  site  in  the  lovely 


Tomales  Bay  area  just  north 
of  San  Francisco.  Synanon  be- 
came a 330-million,  tax-ex- 
empt non-profit  business, 
owning  450  vehicles,  air- 
planes and  boats. 

But  increasing  signs  of 
paranoia  and  bullying  began 
to  dominate  Dederich's  per- 
sonality. In  classic  cult  style, 
he  isolated  his  followers  and 
In  1974  declared  Synanon  a 
religion.  Dissenters  were 
threatened  and  beaten.  On  a 
whim  he  ordered  his  devotees 
to  dissolve  existing  marriages 
and  form  “love  partnerships" 
that  he  dictated. 

Dederich  had  been  bom 
into  a German- American 
Catholic  family  in  Toledo, 
Ohio.  After  graduating  from 
college  he  began  an  academic 


career  at  Notre  Dame  Univer- 
sity. But  alcoholism  soon  fin- 
ished his  career,  along  with 
two  marriages. 

The  great  American  temp- 
tation, a new  beginning  in 
California,  beckoned.  He 
joined  the  local  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  where  he  discov- 
ered he  had  charisma;  admir- 
ers would  drop  by  to  listen  to 
his  tirades  against  alcohol 
and  drugs.  TLC  soon 
followed. 

The  beginning  of  the  end 
for  Synanon  came  In  1978 
with  the  case  of  the  rattle- 
snake in  the  letter  box.  A law- 
yer who  represented  two  Syn- 
anon apostates  in  litigation 
against  Dederich  was  bitten 
by  a four-foot  rattler  when  he 
reached  into  his  mail  box. 


Two  Synanon  disciples  admit- 
ted attempting  to  murder  the 
lawyer.  Dederich  was  put  on 
probation  while  Synanon  was 
suspected  of  concealing  large 
quantities  of  guns  and  muni- 
tions. In  1979,  the  tiny  local 
newspaper,  the  Point  Reyes 
Light,  won  a Pulitzer  Prize  for 
a series  exposing  the  cult 
Part  of  the  probation  deal 
was  that  Dederich  separated 
himself  from  Synanon.  With- 
out him,  it  declined  and  went 
out  of  business.  Dederich 
moved  to  California’s  central 
valley  where  he  died. 


Christopher  Reed 


Charles  "Chuck''  Dederich;  cult 
leader,  bom  March  22,  1913, 
died  February  28, 1977 


Birthdays 


Brigitte  Askonas.  immunol- 
ogist, 74;  George  Baker,  ac- 
tor and  writer,  66;  Anna 
Coote,  deputy  director,  Insti- 
titue  of  Public  Policy  Studies, 
50;  Cynog  Dafls,  Plaid 
Cymru  MP,  59;  David  Davies, 
chairman,  Johnson  Matthey. 
57;  Prof  Kay  Davies,  direc- 
tor, MRC  Clinidal  Science 
Centre.  46;  Chris  Evans, 
broadcaster,  31;  Prof  Roder- 
ick Flood,  vice-chancellor 
London  Guildhall  University 
55;  Sir  Anthony  Gill,  chair 
man.  Docklands  Light  Rail 
way,  67;  David  Gower,  crick 
eter  and  television 
commentator,  40.  Sir  Nicho- 
las Henderson.  diplomat,  for- 
mer ambassador  to  Washing- 
ton, 78;  Gale  Johnson 
Houghton,  jockey,  56;  Baron- 
ess McFariane  of  Uandaff. 
Professor  Emeritus,  Depart- 
ment of  Nursing,  Manchester 
University,  71;  Prof  Maxwell 
McGlasban,  former  head  of 
chemistry.  University  Col- 


lege, London,  73;  All  Mac- 
Graw,  actress,  59;  William 
Manchester,  US  historian. 
75;  Madeleine  May,  former 
director,  International  Bar 
Association.  59;  John  Mur- 
doch, director,  CourtaJd  In- 
stitute Galleries,  52;  Prof  Sir 
Dtanltri  Obolensky,  Russian 
and  Balkan  historian,  79; 
Marie  Patterson,  former 
TUC  president  63;  Jane  Pow- 
ell, actress.  68;  Charles 
Price,  US  diplomat  former 
ambassador  to  Britain,  66; 
Steve  Race,  broadcaster.  76; 
Debbie  Reynolds,  actress,  65; 
Bryan  Robertson.'  former  di- 
rector, Whitechapel  Gallery, 
72;  Rosemary  Spencer,  am- 
bassador to  Holland,  56; 
Kathy  Stobart,  saxophonist 
72;  Leonard  van  Geest  for- 
mer chairman.  Little  woods, 
46;  Dafydd  Wigley,  Plaid 
Cymru  MP.  53;  Prof  Sir  DiU- 
wyn  Williams,  pathologist 
67;  JJ  Williams,  rugby 
player.  4a. 


Jackdaw 


Soft-centred 

FIKILE  Bam  arrived  on  Rob- 
ben  Island  in  1964,  a few 
months  before  Mandela  and 
his  colleagues,  after  a differ- 
ent trial.  When  the  Mandela 
group  arrived,  they  were  put 
in  a separate  wing  of  the 
prison.  “On  July  18, 1964,  ray 
birthday,”  Bam  said,  “the 
guys  in  my  section  started 
singing  Happy  Birthday  to 
me  early  one  morning , . . 
Every  year  after  that  Man- 
dela had  a gift  for  me  on  my 
birthday.  We  were  allowed  to 
buy  sweets  and  biscuits  over 
Christmas  and  he  would  keep 
them  seven  months  so  he 
could  give  me  a present  It 
embarrassed  me,  because  I 
could  never  keep  them  for 


seven  months."  (Talk  about 
self-discipline:  those  were  the 
only  treats  a prisoner  got  in  a 
whole  year.) 

I told  President  Mandela 
that  Fikile  Bam  had  told  me 
about  the  birthday  presents. 
He  beamed.  "Yes,"  he  said, 
“black  magic."  Black  magic? 
“Yes,  Black  Magic,  they’re  a 
brand  of  chocolates." 

Anthony  Lew  is  defining  Nel- 
son M through  the  details.  New 
York  Times  Magazine. 

Womb  service 

I HAD  my  12  children  alone.  I 
didn't  let  anyone  near  me. 
“Leave  me  in  peace.”  I al- 
ways said  to  the  nurses.  “It 
will  come  out  on  its  own!  Why 
do  you  want  to  rummage 
around  in  there?"  I always 
give  birth  very  gently —like 
stroking  a rose.  It  never  lasts 
long:  I'm  not  one  of  those 
women  whose  labours  drag 
on  all  night,  for  days  even  .. 

Is  varan  [the  god  Siva]  has 
done  his  work  well;  he’d  put 
plenty  of  children  in  my 
womb:  beautiful  children, 
bom  in  perfect  health.  It’s 
only  afterward  that  some 
have  died.  One  of  diarrhoea. 


another  of  apoplexy.  All  of 
them  have  walked!  Two  of  my 
children  even  came  to  the 
peanut  harvest ...  How  many 
children  have  I had?  Wait . . . 
Tye  had  12.  The  first  was  a 
giri,  Muttama.  Then  a boy, 
Ganesau.  After  jhat  a girl. 
After  that  I don’t  remember 
any  more.  But  I’ve  definitely 
had  12:  we  registered  them  at 
the  registry  office.  Down 
there  they  enter  all  that  into  a 
big  ledger.  Ayol . . i don’t . 
remember  any  more.  They're 
bam;  they  die.  I haven’t  got  all 
my  children’s  names  in  my  - 
head;  all  I have  left  are  my 
fourth  child,  my  eighth,  my 
eleventh . . . 

The  testimony  of  Virumma,  the 

pariahmotherandvtiUtge  mid- 
wife, stands  out  among  pages 
by  pukka  chaps  in  Granta 's 
Indian  Jubilee  issue. 

With  one  bound 

HOUDINI  promoted  himself 
as  a prodigious  physical  spec- 
imen, a man  adept  at  swim- 
ming underwater,  disassem- 
bling boilers,  picking  locks, 
untying  knots  and  surviving 

forover  an  hour  in  a sealed 
coffin.  Yet  his  particular  tech- 


niques had  to  be  concealed 
from  audiences  and  the  com- 
mittees that  were  appointed 
to  authenticate  his  escapes. 
“The  first  thing  for  the  per- 
former to  ascertain  is.  if  any 
member  of  the  committee  has 
followed  the  sea,”  he 
warned... 

By  the  1630s,  the  definition 
of  magic  as  sleight-of-hand 
was  widely  in  use.  at  least  in 
English.  During  the  1670s  and 
1880s,  however,  the  rise  of 
spiritualism  gave  new  life  to 
supernatural  1st  claims.  To 
counter  their  critics,  medi- 
ums became  accomplished 
conjurers  and  escape  artists, 
providing  Houdini  with  in- 
spirational examples.  . . 

Houdini  hated  spiritualists 
and  later  made  a career  out  of 
exposing  fraudulent  medi- 
ums. Still,  he  benefited  from 
the  aura  of  mystery  sur- 
rounding such  performances. 
No  matter  how  often  he  dis- 
avowed supernaturalist 
claims  mid  celebrated  his 
own  artistry,  audiences  were 
always  ready  to  suspend  dis- 
belief when  confronted  with 
his  powers.  Houdini  did  little 
to  discourage  this.  Usually 
working  behind  a curtain,  he 


concealed  his  struggles  to  es- 
cape handcuffs,  straltfackets, 
chains  and  padlocked  con- 
tainers. When  he  did  allow 
himself  to  be  seen,  he  flailed 
about  more  than  was  neces- 
sary to  make  the  escape  look 
harder  than  it  was.  The  first 
approach  preserved  the  pos- 
sibility that  unseen  forces 
were  at  work;  the  second 
revealed  the  mystery  as  an 
awesome  personal  achieve- 
ment Houdini’s  appeal 
blended  spirit  and  matter. 

Houdini’s  unique  perfor- 
mances grew  out  of  an  un- 
likely  fusion  of  spiritualism, 
conjuring,  physical  culture 
and  professional  crime,  com- 
bining features  of  the  seance, 
the  magic  act  the  muscle 
show  and  the  burglary. 

Erich  Weiss's  biography  of  the 
showman,  as  reviewed  in  the 
New  Republic. 

Money  talks 

SERIOUS  ravers  [in  Ulan  Ba- 
tor, Mongolia]  do  not  make  an 
appearance  much  before  mid- 
night In  the  meantime,  visi- 
tors can  listen  to  palm  court 
music  In  the  lobby  of  the 
White  House  Hotel  Or  go  up- 


stairs to  the  lounge  bar  to 

hftar  Kngliah  and  Frprin'h 

chansons  by  Ulanga,  the  resi- 
dent singer.  . . 

At  about  10pm,  the  gam- 
bling rooms  at  the  New  Clas- 
sic Nightclub  begin  to  fill  up 
with  high  rollers  who  osten- 
tatiously park  their  Mer- 
cedes and  BMWs  outside. 
“These  days,  people  like  to 
spend  their  money,  especially 
those  who  got  rich  through 
trading,  so  they  come  and  fry 


Mother's  pride . . . Granta 


out  gambling."  explained 
Hong  Kong  entrepreneur  and 
New  Classic  owner  Eddie 
Sien.  “Of  course,  they  don’t 
understand  about  losing  very 
much.” 

Jasper  Becker  reports  fiw  the 
South  China  Morning  Post- 

Original  Lad 

BEER  and  football  are  the . 
definers  of  the  new  masculin- 
ity: not  file  2,000-calorie-a- 
pint  beers  of  the  past  with 
their  dark,  bitter  flavours, 
drinks  that  were  developed 
to  replenish  the  body’s  fluid 
levels  after  a long  shift  of 
manual  labour.  Lager  is  the 
drink  of  new-formed  mascu- 
linity — cool  in  both  senses 
of  file  word:  light,  American. 
Which  is  what  the  New  Lad 
is,  Masculinity  Lite. 

The  publication  of  Nick 
Hornby's  Fever  Pitch  was 
one  of  the  most  important 
texts  for  the  study  of  mascu- 
linity ever  published ...  I 
came  to  it  belatedly,  assum- 
ing it  was  a work  of  unutter- 
able tedium  about  football 
when  it  was,  of  course,  about 
how  men  manage  their  emo- 
tions and  cnmmiminatiim 


with  each  other,  by  channel- 
ing itout  Into  an  activity  that 
has  nothing  to  do  with  their 
own  lives  but  can  be  safely 
used  as  a way  of  demonstrat- 
ing feeling  without  losing  ' 

face... 

The  North  London  Jewish 
boy  is  foe  prototype  New  Lad 
for  foe  phenomenon  which 
has  littfeto  do  with  the  tradi- 
tional male  British  working- 
class.  It  is  a middle-class  kfea. 
a rescuing  of  masculinity  fron 
oblivion  by  non-labouring 
men.  The  New  Lad  encapsu- 
lates the  lifestyle  of  the  North 
London  Jewish  boy:  brainy, 
but  terrified  of  falling  into  the 
impotent  trap  of  the  nebbish; 

urban  but  with  a liking  for 
certain  contained  outdoor  ac- 
tivities such  as  football; 
middle-class  but  with  a yen 
for  the  culture  of  file  street 
Linda  Grant  in  The  Jewish 
Quarterly  on  unexpected  ori- 
gins for  those  Loaded  lads. 

Youca/z  E-mail 

jackdcmrtaguardian.co.  uktfia 
0171-713 4306;  write  Jacktkuo. 
The  Guardian,  119  Farringdon 
Road,  London  EC  1R3ER. 


Edited  by  Vanessa  Harlow 


April  1 1997 

^ gue  railwiys  safe  with  Labour,  this  page  ~ — 

^glori^wsj^H  markets  make  April  Fools  of  City  traders? 

sssaassssssr*^ " 

tevn4s&£>Kn 


FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS  1 1 


Guardian 


Barrow  joins 
cruise  set 


Bf5£?OT‘ln‘Pttrness' 

®St  Cumbrian 
|e,of®c  Trident  nuclear 
^swttojoln  the  Virgin 
ids,  Singapore  and  Naa- 
w a destination  for  the 

?*  who  cruise  the 
wo  ldl  on  luxury  liners. 
wr  ™ Marty n HalsaiL 
neindostrial  town,  te- 
cs1 Uy  awarded  multl-mU- 
uo  -pound  submarine  and 
ho  Itzer  contracts  by  the 
Mi  listry  of  Defence,  has 
re)  lunched  itself  as  the  ma- 
rli  i gateway  to  the  English 
La  lesata  Miami  intern  a- 
no  ul  cruise  convention. 

■ Britain’s  newest  cruise 
sh  pport  of  call  is  ideally 
Pb  cad  on  the  UK's  west 

tOOftoAnigrican 

sexitersa  unique  holiday  ex- 
potfcnce,"  enthused  James 
Kik^t,  a former  US  Navy 
captain  turned  Barrow’s 
traisatlantic  ambassador. 

Canadians.  French,  Am- 
ericans, Brazilians  and 

lavians  would  he  the 
le  targets,  said  Stuart 
, of  economic  de- 
sopment  agency  Furness 
rterprise. 

Passengers  will  enjoy 
Idlng  up  Barrow's  Walney 
lannel  with  its  panorama 
[the  Lake  District  fells,  he 
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Consumed  in 
a vat  of  fudge 


Simon  Beavis 


'Watchdog  Labour  waters  down  rail  plans 


investigates 
Merrill  deals 


Kafth  Hatpar 
Transport  Editor 


Paul  Murphy 


ERRILL  Lynch, 
the  world's  largest 
stockbroker,  is  in- 

. Ivestigating  ac 

' counting  irregularities  in 
volving  trading  derivatives  at 
its  London  operation. 

A spokesman  for  the  bro- 
kerage, which  took  over  Brit- 
ain's most  powerful  equities 
trading  house.  Smith  New 
Court,  two  yearsago,  denied 
the  firm  had  discovered  a 
"black  hole".  However,  the 
Guardian  has  learned  that  a 
team  of  Investigators  has 
been  Down  in  from  Merrill’s 
head  office  In  New  York.  The 
Securities  and  Futures  Au- 
thority, the  City  watchdog, 
has  also  launched  an  enquiry. 

Investigators  have  been 
poring  over  thousands  of 
trades  in  futures,  options  and 
warrants  for  more  than  three 
months.  But  the  spokesman 
insisted  last  night  “This  mat- 
ter is  entirely  about  internal 
accounting  within  Merrill 
Lynch.  No  clients  have  been 
affected  financially  in  any 
way,  and  there  will  be  no 
meaningful  financial  reper- 
cussions from  this  matter." 

The  problem  is  thought  to 
have  come  to  light  when  the 
London  derivatives  division 
changed  its  reporting  line 
within  the  huge  Merrill  ma- 
chine — nicknamed  "The 
Thundering  Herd". 

A source  familiar  with  the 
situation  suggested  there 
were  no  problems  with  the 
trades  themselves  — soothing 
worries  that  Merrill  may 
have  fallen  into  the  “mLs-prlo- 
ing"  trap  which  recently  cost 
rival  NatWest  Markets  £89 
million.  TTils  was  an  “totra- 
Mcrrill"  matter  which  was 


automatically  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  authorities. 

There  are  not  believed  to 
have  been  any  sackings  or 
suspensions  of  staff. 

But  the  news  will  renew 
concerns  in  the  Square  Mile, 
which  is  still,  reeling  from  a 
string'  of  financial 1 .scandals 
ranging  from  the  Peter  Young 
affair  at  Deutsche  Morgan 
Grenfell -to  the  cqflapse  of 
Barings  Bank. 

Merrill  has  always  been 
considered  one  of  the  most 
professional  and  risk-con-, 
scions  financial  institutions. 

The  affair  will  also  give 
added  urgency  to  talks  be- 
tween the  Bank  of  England, 
the  Federal  Reserve  and  regu- 
lators on  both  sides  of  the  At- 
lantic to  devise  an  effective 
cross-border  and  cross-sector 
regulatory  framework. 

Paradoxically,  news  of 
problems  at  Merrill  is  likely 
to  have  a more  severe  impact 
on  the  market's  smaller  play- 
ers, who  lack  the'  Investment 
In  technology  and  risk  man- 
agement which  have  become 
necessary  with  the  increasing 
complexity  of  derivatives. 

There  is  also  a hint  erf  irony 
in  the  foot  that  it  is  Merrill's 
London-based  derivatives  op- 


eration which  has  run  into 
problems  — albeit  technical. 
One  of  the  key  motivations 
behind  Smith  New  Court's  de- 
cision to  become  part  of  Mer- 
rill was  the  promise  of  using 
the  US  group's  powerful  bal- 
ance sheet  to  build  its  deriva- 
tives operation. 

Despite  the  affair,  the  re- 
cord bonus  payments  made  to 
Merrill  staff  recently  are 
thought  to  be  safe.  Merrill 
posted  record'  profits  of  £1 
billion  last  year,  leading  to 
reported  bonuses  of  £700.000 
or  more  for  20  British  staff. 


THE  Labour  leadership 
last  night  watered  down 
its  plans  to  get  tough 
with  defaulting  raff  franchise 
companies  such  as  South 
West  Trains,  which  has  been 
vilified  in  recent  months  for 
cancelling  services. 

In  its  first  statement  on 
what  a new  Labour  govern- 
ment would  do  to  a defaulting 
company,  shadow  transport 
secretary  Andrew  Smith 
stressed  that  tough  enforce- 
ment orders  and  ffn?S  would 
be  imposed:  But  he  said  noth- 


ing to  suggest  that  Labour 
would  remove  the  company’s 
seven-year  franchise. 

Mr  Smith  told  the  Guard- 
ian: “There  must  be  no  repeat 
of  the  SWT  fiasco,  with  thou- 
sands of  passengers  left 
stranded  and  lives  disrupted. 
In  the  event  of  an  operator 
breaking  its  franchise  agree- 
ment, Labour  would  ensure 
tough  action,  through  en- 
forcement orders,  fines  and 
compensation,  to  force  com- 
pliance." 

Mr  Smith  said  that  the 
overriding  concern  must  be 
to  secure  for  passengers  "the 
standards  of  service  they 
have' been  denied  arid  which 


taxpayers  have  paid  for". 
SWT  was  getting  £83  million 
in  subsidies  this  year. 

A party  spokeswoman 
pointed  out  that  the  fines  and 
regulation  would  be  tougher, 
but  Labour  would  not  remove 
the  franchise  or  look  for  any 
other  operator.  She  said  that 
SWT,  which  is  owned  by  Sta- 
gecoach, would  be  allowed  to 
continue  running  the  fran- 
chise, under  stricter  control. 

Labour’s  plans  have  been 
toned  down  from  last  year, 
when  it  said  it  would  ap- 
proach individual  companies 
to  see  if  they  wanted  to  hand 
their  operation  back  to  a 
revamped  British.  Raff.  This 


was  when  Labour  thought 
only  50  per  cent  and  not  the 
entire  network  would  have 
been  sold  off 

Labour  has  never  said  it 
would  take  the  industry  back 
Into  public  ownership.  Its 
plans  an  defaulting  franchise 
operators  do  not  appear  to  be 
as  tough  as  those  of  the  Gov- 
ernment The  raff  franchise 
director.  John  O'Brien,  has 
threatened  to  take  over  the 
SWT  franchise  while  it  firain 
another  operator,  should  the 
company  keep  on  defaulting. 

The  privatised  companies 
had  been  expecting  a more 
draconian  attitude  than  Mr 
Smith's  statement  suggests. 


McDonald’s  job 
data  ‘abused’ 


Keith  Harper 


THE  fest-fbod  chain,  Mc- 
Donald's, was  last  night 
drawn  into  a demand  by 
Labour  that  the  Government 
should  carry  out  an  Inquiry 
into  allegations  about  mas- 
saging figures  at  Jobcentres. 

Labour's  employment 
spokesman,  Peter  Hain,  said 
that  information  on  new  job 
starters  sent  to  the  Employ- 
ment Service  in  south  London 
by  the  Croydon  office  of  Mc- 
Donald's, had  been  appearing 
an  the  lists  of  other  offices.  In 
same  cases,  the  same  names 
appeared  on  separate  lists  as 
if  they  were  different  people. 

Mr  Hain  said  the  multiple 
registrations  amounted  to 
an  abuse”  of  the  information 
supplied  by  McDonald’s  with 
a view  to  Inflating  the  num- 
ber of  people  finding  work.  He 
is  asking  the  Government 
whether  the  procedure  has 
been  adopted  elsewhere,  or  if 
there  is  any  evidence  of  such 
procedures  applying  to  other 
employers  as  weff. 


McDonald's  said  later  that 
it  enjoyed  excellent  relations 
with  Jobcentres.  It  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  what  appeared 
to  he  happening,  but  the  issue 
was  one  for  the  Department 
few  Education  and  Employ- 
ment 

Allegations  about  distor- 
tions in  the  figures  were  first 
reported  in  the  Guardian  last 
week.  The  DEE  confirmed  it 
was  investigating  riphng  that 
three  JobCentres  in  north 
London  had  exaggerated  the 
numbers  of  unemployed  they 
had  helped  to  get  jobs. 

In  a letter  yesterday  to  the 
Education  Secretary,  Gillian 
Shephard,  Mr  Hain  said  he 
now  believed  a further  inves- 
tigation was  underway  in 
south  Tipndnn.  and  that  simi- 
lar allegations  had  surfaced 
in  other  regions,  including 
the  North-east 

Mr  Hain  urged  Mrs  She- 
phard to  release  the  results  of 
the  current  investigation  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  said  the 
false  figures  were  the  result  of 
managers  being  "bullied"  by 
ministers  to  get  results. 


Rise  in  business 
failures  reversed 


Hogm- Cows 


DOUBLE  dose  of  good 
economic  news  emerged 
In  Mporate 
reports,  figures  showed  that 
last  year's  rise  in  business 
failures  has  been  reversed, 
and  that  the  decline  in  Brit- 
ain's manufacturing  base 
under  the  Conservatives  may 
have  been  overstated. 

The  business  information 
company  Dun  & Bradstreet 
said  that  the  number  of  UK 
companies  going  bust  had 
fallen  by  nearly  10  per  cent  in 
the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 
This  represents  a sharp  rever- 
sal of  last  year's  trend,  which 
was  confirmed  in  figures  pub- 
lished over  the  weekend 
showing  a 10  per  cent  rise  in 
business  failures  between 
1995  and  1996. 

Philip  Mellar,  a senior  ana- 
lyst at  Dun  & Bradstreet,  said: 
“The  latest  figures  are  most 
encouraging  after  an  upturn 
in  tvu*  business  faffure  rate 
during  fht*  last  quarter  of  last 
year."  The  number  of  smaller 


firm  collapses  has  fallen  by 
6 per  cent  since  the  start  of 
the  year. 

The  greatest  improvement 
is  among  larger  firms,  where 
there  was  a decrease  in  liqui- 
dations of  nearly  14  per  cent 
This  brought  the  total  busi- 
ness failures  down  from 
U,430  in  the  first  quarter  of 
1996  to  10,329  in  the  same 
period  this  year. 

Meanwhile,  the  Foundation 


for  Manufacturing  and  Indus- 
try, which  campaigns  on  be- 
half of  the  productive  sector, 
says  official  figures  have 
underestimated  the  growth  of 
manufacturing  output 

In  a report*  published 
today,  economist  Jane  Spiller 
argues  that  changes  in  the 
way  companies  operate  has 
led  to  the  rise  of  the  service 
sector  being  overstated  at  the 
expense  of  manufacturing. 

However,  manufacturing  as 
a share  of  GDP  still  fell  by 
nearly  7 per  cent  between 
1984  and  1994  to  just  over  a 
quarter  of  total  output 
*A  Restatement  of  the  Slow 
GmwUtofVKMtautfaaurmg. 
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Taxman  blocks  laptop  commuters 


Cross-Channel 
wheeler-dealers 
hit  buffers,  says 
KEITH  HARPER 

A TAX  loophole  that  has 
permitted  « number  of 
City  financial  Institu- 
tions to  save  thousands  of 
pounds  in  recent  weeks  will 
be  closed  today. 

The  companies,  which 
are  unwilling  to  be  identi- 
fied, found  they  could  defer 
taxes  incurred  on  transac- 
tions made  by  executives 
during  trips  on  Euroatar 
trains  from  London  to  Paris 
and  Brussels.  The  loophole 
also  covered  board  deci- 
sions. 

Because  the  train  was  on 
the  move  throughout  the 
Journey  and  therefore  — In 
terms  of  business  law  — in 
international  territory, 
taxes  could  not  be  collected 
because  of  difficulty  in  de- 
fining the  country  of  liabil- 
ity as  being  In  Britain. 
France  or,  in  some  cases, 
Belgium. 

Many  of  Eurostar's  first- 
class  coaches  were  turned  J 
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Eurostar  trains:  Tax  bombshell  on  wheels 


into  meeting  rooms,  packed 

with  executives  bearing 
laptop  computers,  tax 
charts  and  mobile  phones. 

Peter  Wyman,  bead  of  tax 
at  Coopers  & Ly  brand,  said: 
“The  scheme  is  a valid  one 
as  Cor  as  we  can  telL  As 
inng  me  the  deals  are  made 
while  the  train  is  passing 
through  the  tunnel,  no  tax 
will  be  due,  as  no  transac- 
tion has  occurred  in  any 
particular  country. 

'•Board  decisions  might 
also  be  oOfeet  in  the  same 
way.  which  could  revolu- 


tionise the  corporate  deci- 
sion-making process  as  we 
known.” 

The  businesses  in  ques- 
tion are  believed  to  have 
spent  thousands  of  pounds 
chartering  at  least  one 
coach  oh  each  weekday 
Eurostar  departure  during 
the  past  month. 

But  sources  say  this  out- 
lay has  been  more  than  off- 
set by  the  savings. 

One  tired  dealer  said: 
“It's  great  It’s  fantastic  to 
work  from  the  train  rather 
than  my- regular  desk. 


Apart  from  the  superb 
views,  there’s  plenty  of 
room  to'  work  and  the  on- 
board stewardesses  are  a 
great  improvement  on  onr 
tea-lady.” 

Interest  In  the-  loophole 
has,  however,  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Inland  Revenue, 
which  Is  taking  remedial 
action. 

In  future,  all  business 
will  have  to  be  generated 
through  established  prem- 
ises. The  last  date  for  all 
“mobile"  financial  transac- 
tions is  today. 


City  braced  for 
shares  sell-off 


This  week 


Financial  staff 


HARP  fells  in  London 
hare  prices  are  ex- 
‘ to  start  a nervous 
trading  week  this  morning 
following  a plunge  on  Waff 
Street  yesterday  which  con- 
tinued Thursday’s  140-point 
drop  in  the  US  stock  index. 

The  Dow  Jones  index  fell 
more  than  100  points  by  late 
morning  yesterday  (New 
York  time)  as  worries  grew 
about  farther  Interest  rate 
rises  to  coed  off  what  appears 
to  be  a surging  US  economy. 

Dealers  were  also  anticipat- 
ing statistics  from  the 
National  Association  of  Pur- 
chasing Managers  today  and 


this  Friday's  employment  fig- 
ures. 

The  dive  In  US  share  prices 
is  bound  to  be  followed  in  the 
UK,  where  the  stock  market  is 
already  nervous  about  the 
likelihood  of  a post-election 

interest  rate  rise. 

However,  shares  in  New- 
castle United  are  expected  to 
be  at  a premium  when  trad- 
ing kicks  off  an  Tuesday. 
Trading  also  starts  in  Avis 
Europe.  Europe’s  biggest  car- 
rental  business,  which  makes 
its  return  to  the  market  on 
Friday. 

TOCAY  — htrtw  Pressac  Holdirtfl*. 
nmlm  Ptamtora. 

WEDNESDAY  — Ftaatar  Cnw,  DWWU 
Mi  Hwiflwn.  Hawdan-Stuan.  Johnston 
Press.  La  Sense.  Princedale.  Radamac. 
UJTth  Electronics.  WUKcr  Gnrcnoc*. 
THURSDAY  — aawlBH  WascoL  PMA* 
Laird,  ftusey  Estates.  Senior  Engineering. 
Untied  Assurance. 

FRIDAY  — Hnala  AFA  EyeUraft. 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 


Australia  2L01  Prance  &943  Italy  2673  Singapore  230 

Austria  16.70  Germany  2^56  Marta  CL598  South  Africa  6JM 

Belgium  S4.83  Grooco  *22.00  Nethartanda  2SH1  Spain  224.00 

Canada  2.179  Kpng  Kbng  12te  New  Zealand  2^7  Sweden  12-0&4 

Cyprus  0.792  India  S6L31  Norway  Ifl.SM  SwilzHtand  2305 

Denmark  10.187  Ireland  1 Portugal  268.00  Turkey  198,130 

Finland  7.97  Israel  5.47  Saudi  Arabia  6.00  USA  1 .5920 

SuppGwt  oy  Hamms  flank  (axxMtOng  InOUm  rupee  and  (wwfl  sfteteg. 


YOUR  starter  for  10.  Who 
Is  the  minister  for  con- 
sumer affairs?  fin 
to  have  to  hurry  you.  Yes,  you 
can  confer.  But  you  cant 
pass. 

AH  right  Here's  an  easier 
one.  If  you  had  a burning 
issue  about  the  treatment  of 
consumers  of  gas,  electricity, 
telecommunications,  water, 
raff,  food  or  medicines  you 
wanted  to  raise  at  ministerial 
level,  which  minister  would 
you  write  to?  And  here’s  a 
due:  It  isn’t  the  minister  for 
consumer  affairs. 

As  the  tension  is  unbear- 
able, here’s  the  answer  to  the 
first  question.  John  Taylor  is 
the  Corporate  and  Consumer 
Affairs  Minister,  and  he 
works  in  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Industry. 

And  if  you  wanted  to  take 
up  a consumer  matter  relat- 
ing to  electricity  or  gas,  you 
would  write  to  the  energy 
minister  (also  the  DTI)  Lord 
Fraser;  telephone  Issues 
would  be  addressed  to  an- 
other Mr  Taylor  at  the  DTI  — 
Ian  Taylor,  the  science  and 
technology  minister.  Tap  the 


Department  of  the  Environ- 
ment If  you  are  worried  about 
water,  and  the  Department  of 
Transport  to  tackle  tram*  Go 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture, Fisheries  and  Food  and 
the  Department  of  Health, 
respectively,  on  matters  relat- 
ing to  food  and  drugs. 

Nicholas  Ridley  arrived  at 
the  DTI  and  immediately 
asked  his  Niwah  bluntly 
what  the  place  was  for.  It 
might  be  more  appropriate  to 
ask,  what  exactly  does  John 
Taylor  do?  He  is.  we  are  as- 
sured, very  busy. 

The  truth  is  that  any  minis- 
terial Job  is  as  important  as  a 
Prime  Minister  wants  to 
make  it  Although  Margaret 
Thatcher  made  a great  pre- 
tence of  getting  a better  deal 
for  consumers  — a pretence 
on  which  John  Major  tried  to 
build  something  concrete  by 
introducing  various  initia- 
tives like  the  Citizen’s  Char- 
ter — Mr  Taylor’s  responsi- 
bilities are  a testimony  to  the 
true  Conservative  view  of 
consumer  affairs. 

It  is  a fridge.  To  give  con- 
sumers true  power  requires  a 
government  to  put  their  inter- 
ests above  those  of  big  corpo- 
rations and  to  break  through 
Britain’s  obsession  with  se- 
crecy. Anything  less  is  a 
recipe  for  cheap  political 
stunts  and  for  leaving  con- 
sumers dangerously  exposed. 

N 1997  we  have  become  cus- 
tomers rather  than  passen- 
gers, and  we  get  more  apol- 
ogies when  things  go  so 
wrong  that  there  is  no  more 
hiding  the  feet  Yet  protection 
remains  weak. 

Next  year,  the  gas  and  elec- 
tricity markets  will  be  opened 
to  full  competition  so  that  up 
to  25  million  households  will 
be  able  to  shop  around  for 
power  and  sign  up  to  con- 
tracts that  will  give  them  ac- 


News  in  brief 


cess  to  these  two  life  staples. 
The  scale  of  this  experiment 
is  immense,  and  the  promise 
is  that  it  will  produce  lower 
prices. 

Undoubtedly,  as  companies 
scramble  for  market  position, 
cut  prices  will  be  on  offer. 
But  Britain’s  regulatory  set- 
up is  not  strong  enough  to 
offer  long-term  guarantees 
that  consumers  will  enjoy  the 
maximum  benefits  of  greater 
efficiency  among  suppliers. 


There  are  more  immediate 
worries,  too.  With  only  12 
months  to  go  to  the  markets’ 
opening,  it  is  disturbing  that 
neither  industry  nor  its 
respective  regulator  has  yet 
come  up  with  a way  to  ensure 
that  all  consumers  have  ac- 
cess to  affordable  power. 

IF  we  achieve  greater  free- 
dom as  consumers  only  to 
find  we  have  entered  a lottery 
in  which  the  lucky  are 
cherry-picked  to  receive  bene- 
fits while  others  are  cast 
aside,  then  Britain’s  system 
of  consumer  protection  will 
not  pass  muster. 

If  we  want  something  bet- 
ter, tThpp  thing*  must  change. 

SOME  things  are. 
Following  the  BSE  and 
E.coli  scandals,  we  have 
the  promise  of  an  indepen- 
dent food  standards  agency  to 
break  the  power  producers 
wield  over  Maff. 

The  agency  could  be 
allowed  to.  emerge  as  a power- 
ful body,  and  could  be 
matched  by  similar  agencies, 
with  the  same  raison  d’etre, 
for  other  «>n«imi»r  interests. 

But  such  bodies  Win  remain 
powerless  unless  there  is  a 
more  fundamental  change. 
There  must  he  some  way  to 
bring  the  consumer's  interest 
to  hear  across  Whitehall 
The  Consumers’  Associa- 
tion has,  not  unnaturally, 
been  putting  some  thought  to 
this.  In  a recent  document  it 
criticises  a structural  imbal- 
ance in  Whitehall  which 
means  that  all  relevant  de- 
partments place  responsi- 
bility for  consumer  affairs  at 
a junior  level.  Our  unfortu- 
nate target,  John  Taylor,  is  a 
parliamentary  under-secre- 
tary, for  example. 

The  CA  also  argues  that 
each  department  is  a soft  tar- 
get for  well-organised,  well-fi- 
nanced industrial  lobbying 
and  Is  likely  to  value  things 
like  exports  most  highly. 
Even  rulings  from  indepen- 
dent bodies  such  as  the  Mo- 
nopolies and  Mergers  Com- 
mission can  be  seen  to  fall 
largely  to  favour  of  producers 
on  a wide  range  of  issues. 

The  only  time  the  consumer 
interest  is  given  due  political 
regard  is  when  something 
goes  horribly  wrong  and  tire 
crisis  managers  are  sent  out 
inforce. 

The  CA  not  only  wants  a 
high-status  minister  created 
to  bring  the  diffused  strands 
of  consumer  interest  together, 
it  is  also  calling  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a new  ministry  of 
markets  «iy1  fair  trading  that 
would  would  be  Independent 
from  the  vested  Interests  to 
which  departments  fall  prey. 

It  may  not  be  a perfect  mod- 
el. But  it  is  a challenging  Idea 
for  an  incoming  government. 

In  the  1980s,  the  .Conserva- 
tives made  "the  market"  an 
all-powerful  ideological 
weapon.  Could  “the  consumer 
interest"  he  the  political 
answer  to  the  late  Nineties? 
No  conferring. 


Stock  market 
floats  plummet 

Pre-election  jitters  and  an  un- 
certain market  saw  the  value 
of  flotations  dip  sharply  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1997  after  a 
record  run  last  year. 

Figures  released  today  by 
KPMG  Corporate  Finance 
show  that  money  raised  from 
flotations  on  the  main  market 
fell  to  just  £246  minion,  com- 
pared to  £919  million  is  the 
first  three  months  of  1996  and 
just  over  £2  billion  during  the 
final  quarter. 

The  number  of  first-quarter 
floats,  excluding  those  on 
AIM,  actually  rose  from  16  to 
20,  but  the  average  size  of 
each  new  issue  was  much 
tower.  Only  two  — Ushers  <tf 
Trowbridge  and  Cambridge 
Antibody  Technology  Group 
— raised  more  than 
£30  million. 

Music  to  grocers’ ears 

Annual  sales  of  music  and 
video  products  in  super- 
markets now  top  the  £400  mil- 
lion mark,  according  to  mar- 
ket researcher  Corporate 

TnfaTTlgpnrg  rvn  Retailing. 

The  big  four  grocers  — 
Tesco,  Sainsbury's,  Asda  and 
Safeway — have  an  estimated 
15  per  cent  market  share,  and 


the  report  estimates  that 
could  rise  to  as  much  as 
25  per  cent  by  the  year  2000. 

Partners  go  to  mark  at 

Partners  Holdings,  which  op- 
erates 80  retail  stationery  out- 
lets, is  to  seek  a foil  stock- 
market  listing  to  finance  an 

expansion  drive  that  should 
see  the  number  of  stores 
reach  220  within  five  years. 

The  share  placing  is  ex- 
pected to  value  the  firm  at 
£25  million  to  £30  million, 
raising  £5  million  in  new 
money.  It  is  thought  the  three 
principle  directors  will  hold 
around  a third  of  the  com- 
pany post  flotation. 

Unilever  bosses1  pay 

New  Unilever  chairman  Niall 
FitzGerald,  who  took  over  the 
top  job  at  the  groceries  manu- 
facturer in  September,  saw 
his  pay  leap  by  almost  half 
last  year.  His  basic  salary 
rose  by  £100,000  to  £435^33, 
and  a bonus  which  was  more 
than  double  the  previous 
year's  brought  the  total  to 
more  than  £638,000. 

Fellow  directors  Efa"*  Eg- 
gerstedt  and  Robert  Phillips 
also  received  hefty  increases. 
Morris  Tabaksblat,  chairman 
of  the  Dutch  half  of  the  com- 
pany, was  the  highest  paid  di- 
rector at  just  over  £1  million. 
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Racing  

Romios  follow's  stable's  Lincoln  win  with  victory  in  Kempton’s  Rosebery  Handicap.  Chris  Hawkins  reports 

Quinn  and  Cole  hit  double  top 


THEY  were  giving 
away  12.000  dough- 
nuts at  Kempton  yes- 
terday. but  the  book- 
makers were  the  only  ones  to 
have  their  cake  and  eat  K as  a 
sucession  of  long  priced  win- 
ners made  it  a miserable  day 
in  the  sun  for  punters. 

Romios.  at  14-1.  won  the 
Coral  Rosebery  Handicap  to 
give  Richard  Quinn  and 
trainer  Paul  Cole  their  second 
big  race  win  of  the  season 
following  the  victory  of  Kuala 
Lipls  In  the  Lincoln. 

Quinn  brought  Romios  late 
and  fast  to  cut  down  Secret 
Aly  in  the  final  strides  with 
Dreams  End  third  and  last 
year’s  winner  Hazard  A 
Guess  a close  fourth. 

This  was  only  Rotnios’s 
fourth  win  in  25  attempts  but 
Cole  defended  him  saying: 
"He  deserves  to  win  a nice 
race  as  he's  always  been  in 
the  prlzemoney  in  his  own 
class." 

Cole  intends  to  work  his 
2,000  Guineas  colt  Putra  at 
Kempton  this  morning.  “It 
will  be  just  a sensible  piece  of 
work  — the  ground  at  home  is 
getting  terribly  fast"  said 
Cole,  who  may  by-pass  the 
Craven  Stakes  with  Putra  and 
go  straight  for  the  Guineas. 

The  two  divisions  of  the , 
Stark  Maiden,  over  seven  fur- 
longs, produced  contrasting 
finishes  with  Strathmore 
Clear  scraping  home  in  the 
first  and  Greenaway  Bay  run- 
ning away  with  the  second. 

Strathmore  Clear,  ridden 
by  Pat  Eddery,  won  a bunch 
finish  by  a head  from  Mr  Ma- 
jxca  and  encouraged  Geoff 
Lewis,  his  trainer,  to  believe 
his  troubles  from  last  year 
are  over. 

This  was  Lewis's  first  win- 
ner since  August  and  the 
spring  was  back  in  the  step  of 
the  perky,  little  Epsom 
trainer  who  commented: 
“Strathmore  Clear  had  a bad 
throat  infection  last  season, 
like  a lot  of  my  horses,  but  the 
problem  seems  to  be  behind 
us  now. 

“Last  season  was  my  worst 
apart  from  my  first  year 
when  1 couldn’t  train.  Then  I 
had  a winner  on  the  opening 
day  but  went  all  the  year  with 
only  another  four. 

“I  thought  this  horse  would 
win  the  Chesham  Stakes  at 
Royal  Ascot  — his  last  run  — 
and  backed  him  to  do  so  but  I 
didn’t  have  a penny  on  him 
today.  He  needs  a mile.” 
Another  sure  to  appreciate 
a longer  trip  is  Greenaway 
Bay,  who  came  from  last  to 
first  to  beat  The  Negotiator  by 
three  and  a half  lengths. 

Geoff  Wragg  was  not  at  the 
meeting  but,  never  one  to 
overrate  his  horses,  he  has 
not  entered  this  Green  Dan- 
cer colt  in  the  Derby  although 
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Heading  home . . . Romios,  third  left  swoops  inside  the  final  fnrlong  to  clinch  the  Rosebery  Handicap  at  Kempton 
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better  races  look  well  within 
his  compass. 

Confirmation  that  the 
Lewis  stable  Is  firing  came 
when  Eastern.  Profits  made 
all  the  running  on  the  far  rail 
to  beat  the  favourite  Sea-Deer 
in  the  Teal  Handicap. 

Eastern  Profits,  ridden  by 
Tony  Clark,  started  at  20-1 
which  made  it  a 133-1  double 
for  Lewis. 

"Joe  Naughton  had  Eastern 
Profits  last  season  but  he 
came  back  to  me  and  has 
dropped  171b  in  the  handi- 
cap," added  Lewis. 

Irish  apprentice  Daragh 
ODonogbue  scored  on  Ms 
first  ride  in  this  country 
when  stylishly  punching 


home  Monaassib  for  Ed  Dun- 
lop in  the  City  Industrial  Sup- 
plies Stakes. 

The  gambled  on  Oh  Nellie, 
an  Import  from  the  States, 
looked  the  winner  until  Mon- 
aassib came  storming 
through  on  the  rails. 

ODonoghue  rode  57  win- 
ners in  Ireland  when  attached 
to  Dermot  Weld's  stable  and 
spent  three  months  in  Dubai 
this  winter  riding  work  for 
the  Godolphin  stable. 

Dr  Mass  ini,  one-time 
favourite  for  last  year’s 
Epsom  Derby  but  off  the 
course  since  finishing 
seventh  In  the  Irish  Derby, 
returned  with  an  impressive 
win  In  the  Magnolia  Stakes. 


Ivy  House  weighted  to  beat  in-form  Father  Sky 


Chris  Hawkins 

IVY  HOUSE  pot  up  a fine 
performance  for  a novice 
when  finishing  second  to 
Seven  Towers  in  the  Elder 
Chase  at  Newcastle  in  Feb- 
ruary and  a reproduction  of 
that  effort  should  see  him 
win  the  Sebel  House  Handi- 
cap Chase  at  Wether  by  this 
afternoon. 

Jonjo  O’Neill  trains  Ivy 
House  who  was  beaten 
eight  lengths  by  Seven 
Towers,  the  subsequent 
winner  of  the  Midlands 


Grand  Nation  aL  Father  Sky 
has  won  his  last  three  races 
but  as  a result  has  been 
niimhing  the  handicap  and 
has  to  give  181b  to  Ivy 
House  (3.50)  who  will  relish 
every  yard  of  this  three 
miles,  five  furlongs. 

At  Uttoxeter,  the  improv- 
ing Darakshan  (4.10)  makes 
plenty  of  appeal  with  bot- 
tom weight  in  the  Mobil- 
fone  Handicap  Hurdle. 

This  is  Ms  first  attempt  in 
handicap  company  but  he 
has  earned  his  chance  after 
two  wins  at  Bangor. 

The  consistent  Star  Rage 


looks  the  main  danger  de- 
spite having  to  shoulder 
top  weight 

John  O’Shea,  trainer  of 
Go  Ballistic,  has  chosen  the 
CJ  Pearce  Novice  Chase  on 
this  card  to  give  Rare  Oc- 
cnrance  (4.40)  a first  run 
over  fences.  He  has 
schooled  well  and  handles 
fast  ground. 

• Thursday’s  Dubai  World 
Cup  will  be  screened  live  on 
either  Channel  4 or  BBC 
but  the  latter  want  it 
brought  forward  by  45  min- 
utes to  slot  it  Into  the  end  of 
their  Ain  tree  broadcast 


Golf 


Elkington 
putts  himse(f 
in  the  money 


David  Davies  sees 
the  Australian  strike 
it  rich  in  Ponte  Vedra 


NEARLY  20 years  ago, 
in  the  Australian  out- 
back town  of  Wagga 
Wagga,  the  16-year- 
old  Steve  Elkingtan  was  hav- 
ing trouble  with  his  older 


Woods,  he  could  only  say.  . "If 
you're  finished  with  me,!  I'm 
not  going  to  talk  about  him,’’ 
and  stomp  off. 

Woods  Is  more  gracious. 
The  two  bad  gone  through  the 
round  without  any  obvious 
signs  of  communication,  with 
Faldo  marching  ahead  by;  20 
yards  or  more  off  every' tee. 
"He  goes  about  bis  business," 
said  Woods.  “He's  in  his  ora 
world.  He  plays  like  that  - a 


brother,  reading  by  one  at  the  lot  of  the  great  players  do." 
last  hole  In  the  town  champi-  Only  three  players  finished 
unship,  Steve  saw  his  brother  the  week  having  played  wa-se 
hit  a tee  shot  close  enough  for  than  Sandy  Lyle  ($6,980), 
an  almost  certain  birdie.  A whose  Saturday  and  Sun  iky 


play-off  loomed. 


scores  were  77  and  80.  AftqrGB 


But,  with  the  calmness  that  and  74  it  was  a crushing  jcis- 
he  has  subsequently  brought  appointment  and  Lyle  fald 
to  his  professional  £°,f.  the  afterwards;  “There  Is  no  gpod 
young  Elkington  took  a four-  part  of  my  game  just  ipw. 
Lron  and  hit  the.  ball  straight  This  course  can  grind  Jnou 
into  the  hole.  Brotherly  love!  into  the  ground.  It's  a hiid- 
On  Sunday  afternoon  the  going  golf  course."  [ 
Australian  treated  50  of  the  Golf  can  be  a hard-gfing 
world’s  top  players  in  similar  game  in  many  ways.  Djvls 


fashion.  Nobody  got  near  him  Love  would  have  won 


and  he  went  on  to  win  the 
Flayers  Championship  and 
its  $630,000  (£400,000)  first 
prize  by  a record  seven  shots. 


than  $105,437  on  Sunday  but 
for  an  incident  on  the  sth 
green.  Taking  a practice  {fat- 
ting stroke,  Love  saw  bis  off 


His  final-round  69  gave  him  a move  and  promptly  called  a 
16-under-par  272:  he  had  led  penalty  shot  on  himself.  Hit 
from  start  to  finish.  he  then  foiled  to  replace  it  io 

He  has  now  won  more  than  bringing  about  another  penji- 
$1  million  from  this  event  ty  shot  which  he  did  not  ref- 
alone,  has  earned  $984,400  in  ise  he  had  incurred.  When  fe 
four  starts  this  year  and  since  did  not  record  it  on  his  cariV 
1987,  when  be  joined  the  US  writing  down  a four  Insteal 


Tour,  has  raked  in  $5,969,524. 

Scott  Hoch  was  second, 
winning  $3784)00,  and  Colin 
Montgomerie,  who  finished  12 


of  a five,  he  had  to  w 

disqualified  I 

Elkington  spent  three 
hours  on  Sunday  mornlni 


strokes  behind  the  leader  and  just  hitting  putts  while  wait- 
joint  seventh  in  the  richest  lag  for  a 2J5pm  tee-off  time, 


four-round  event  in  golf, 
received  $109,083.  “You  get 


and  it  paid  off.  Four  times  on 
the  back  nine  he  holed  putts 


healthy  pay-di^rs  with  top-10  of  10  to  15  feet  for  pars.  He  had  | 
finishes  like  this,"  said  Mont-  only  24  In  the  round. 


gomerle,  "but  it’s  not  what 
Tm  looking  for.” 

That  is  a healthy  attitude 


"The  putting  was  super  all 
week,"  he  said-  “I  think  that 
was  probably  the  best  putting 


and  to  be  expected  of  a man  performance  I’ve  had  since 
whose  mind  is  on  majors.  He  I’ve  been  cm  the  Tour.  I played 
went  on:  "That  was  a monu-  so  well  I basically  blew  away 
mental  effort,  finishing  in  the  the  best  field  we've  ever  bad.” 
tpp  10  the  way  I putted.  If  Td 
putted  anything  like  half- 
decent  Td  have  given  EZking- 
ton  a run  for  his  money.” 

He  then  revealed  that  he  has 
booked  a tutorial.  ‘T  regard 
Brad  Faxon  as  one  of  the  best 
putters,  and  holers-out,  on  the 
Tour  and  I’ve  arranged  a prac- 
tice round  with  him  at  Au- 
gusta on  Tuesday.  I'm  going  to 
ask  him  bow  he  does  it  ’’ 

Nick  Faldo,  joint  15th,  had 
to  accept  US$27,700  and,  as 
usual  after  playing  what  he 
regarded  as  an  unsatisfactory 
round,  behaved  in  an  unsatis- 
factory manner.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  talk  — mutter  — 
about  his  own  round  but 
when,  understandably,  a ques- 
tion was  asked  about  his  part- 
nar,  the  phenomenal  Tiger  Elkington  — 24  putts 


*■ 
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a 
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TO*  PORH  Tint  Inmnl  B,  Raffia  HoaeMr  7,  SMSOergb  * 

BoDfap  7-2  Begun  art.  4-1  Refllee  Rooster.  (tancteg  Cnaltei.  5-1  Sedbergh.  M ill  On,  H 
ItedawaterecuDsdiM.  12-1  Focair  » ranere 


2.30  SWAN  CUkflOM  OUAKAIfTWSU  STAKES  3m  CL377 
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3.00  MBKM  MAUN HAMMC**  In 3<E3£70 

1 76500-6  rOUHOANIO (18) P Hams 4-rO-O 

3 00000-  rOWHPASH  FLAMS  (131)  W Mmaal  04-0 

a 0=330-  CWLPOF  HAM{1M)  J Media  4-9-4 

4 G5»aiUT0*m(iniCu>CunS4-3  

■ .>-?4axOIIM(1 7}  C Tinman  3-fr-S  

• 030-  HOQHraD(1S4]U  Johnston  3-0-7 

7 4M0-  MMOMAWA  (304)  3 Bowing  5-0-6 

8 HB?QS  WM*m  (31)  J Wherton  5-7-10 

■ 0Q4W-M  HA*FTB8AVB(31)PCufl<Ma  5-1-10 

10  mono-  noimcAW>(i7S]uaniBni6-,'-ia 

11  maw-  rowMTO  wow  m mtun-cua  6-7- w 

18  006-  MADAM  LUCY  (SSWWHKflb  3-i -» 

13  DE56Q  ACOISUS  OOUCtS  (43)  U Otojxnon  0-7-10 

1«  -HJO  SOIAUDAF (38)0 Oltoll 3-7-10 

TO*  MHO  TVS,  Mm  8.  Monti  Gora  7,  MaortM  • 

■■Map,  S-3  Zwtja.  5-1  Humotoo,  Hapcr  Bnte,  6-1  Uome  Cm.  S-i  Moor 
AcefMaDrtEte. 
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2.1 0 camuLisuEOHnox  hovks  handicap  mums  tm  tajm 

101  W531D  PM  A DnAMSR(80)(D)  Uo  MRontand  7-11-13 OoryLmns 

IBS  15=357  Ai*MEHBST(a7)(D)JO'SiMaS-11-5 MAFfagMH* 

103  50KB1  STYLUS  OnERVAL  (14)  (D)  N Waggon  5-1V4 tteRUumtaaO] 

104  400  CYMmi«(M)MnJ  Pitman B-ll-j  — - OUrtiy 

103  045230  DARK PHOOHX (80) (SSJOBremarT-HMO  -JiSeengi 

103  30-2365  QQUrLAMD(77)l.  Umgo  5-10-t0 SMr 

107  0-55S43  DCBSraUMdSJPEmifS-TaHl  OMWM* 

«0»  7-00001  HUMIUMII7C*SnJE(14)(CO)JFnzG«WS-104 riateP) 

100  DF-0564  O MY  LOVE  (90)  lAn  K KnigM  6-10-6 JOnfaornn 

110  030UZ1  MOHTSOAT(10)WOav6-KH) Oqlnh[l) 

111  43HV2  COUNTRY MMSma. (14) SDoudl6-104 CBM 

11*  FD05  APOUjOHO  (14)  R Lm  5-tO-Q BJtteiMn 

113  0P/r-4C3  WWTIHY  MDSOMKS  (B)  Mrs  M Jones  8-KW] Dnktn* 

114  SCO  FKBC«R>SOWST-(33)TFantar4-U-0 SWfmai 

115  a«J- Bars  LAD  (0S7)R  »c*Jn&-KW)  ■ J (MSoty 

TO*  KHM  TOPtei  Ha  A Dmar  S,  n«ni*|  CnOn  T,  O Ml  Lon*  S 

■rtflnff  n-4  KUnmnf  Can*.  6-1  Cyptnu.  B-i  ra  A Drasagr,  0 My  Lore.  Country  mnatrel.  HM 
SlflOh  unervot.  Itiwn 

FOim  QIBDC  - SB  (SHIMMY  CASIUi  PnmlnmL  ted  3 0UL  beat  COUNTRY  UM6TRH.  (rae  40))  B 
R^uanr  2m  n»  hqi  hd.  Gd-Fni . 

CYOHRATlSi  Haa  up.  headway  9h.  taded  hn  out.  Stfi  d 1 1.  dbtgnco  hotina  Lucta  F«te  (wmcarton  2m  * 
WW  auct  K9.  Gd-FmJ, 

ntAOSEAMEAiChawd  teaden  urtfl  two  ot*.  *n  « 16,  W befrtfrt  snip  Monoy  (Danca®f2Bi  llOym  m 
hep  Id,  Gd-Fo). 

O MY  LOVfc  Promowrt.  led  50  urti  2 art.  on*  pace,  «i  ci  16.71  bMnd  Ranmr  Stesne  Oteretort  2m  It  no* 

hcphg.ea-sm. 
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TO*  FORM  UP*  CMteoa  b*7  a,  ternte  3m  7 
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ROU  OWE-  CALUSOt  BAY:  HeU  up.  putad  dang  after  soi.  m rmpoMo,  0*  alt.  24)  (U*W  ShWng 
Edge  (Ooncmter  an  llOyda  Itep  hdL  Gd). 

BSATSMt:  Led  8di  to  9th,  tod  MW.  headgd  test  ompoMd.  2nd  rt4»  a bertnd  ChUenoer  da  Lob  (Whcwiton 
2m  3 cti,  Gd-Pmr 

PUMDCR  BAM  Led  3rd  to  Wft.  hH  m*.  soon  twMad,  6th  0(9.  SO  bertnd  Gamwln  (Wamlc*  3*  « ilOydt 
no*  hep  dk  Gd). 

4.^ 1 0 MOSaWOW  0M0UP  HANDICAP  HURDLE  fca  M.7BB 
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TO*  ROM  TM  Tejewo  Ortd  8,  ChlmtaB  GM  ». 

B*ttk4pT-4  Daraksftan,  7-2Te)ano  Odd.  J-ZChendng  Qrt.  5-1  9ar  Rapa.  10-1  Mr  Bwunt  Sanous. 

14-1  Tasi  MUdk  7mn 

FORM  CailM-tiAHAK'INAItiChnBBdteaaen.riodantiolora  teat,  lad  do«e  horaa.  beat  Zander  B(B«ngor 
*n  It  nov  W,  Gd4Q. 

TEJAMO  QOUh  MNMMHan  eoen  ted  4th,  tteMod  SMning  Ed^a  {Doncaster  2m  nOyd*  hep  hd.  Qdj. 
CRABMim  ODtL:  Held  t*k  hwctitey  3 ad.  one  pace  ho*  2 out,  Eh  rt  & 211  Oehtnd  More  Dadi  Ttaneaih 
(Doncaster  2m  llOylbhcp  hrt.Gd). 

STAR  RAOC  Prorainert  ewrycftancg2  mA  trostennd  task  17*  oJ  20,  IB  behind  Bana  Boy  (Cbadennan 
ten  hep  hdL  Gd). 

M BORSAUCRATt  Bbrdered  Pdrd.  SBoderan  4tn  when  )un*Md  right  and  unaegted  rider  BDk  bcMnd  Oddt 
Oncca  fflMur  an  no»  dk  QtLFaf. 

UEOUSr  Hrtd  «4k  hit  3 out,  faded,  teat  d r.  99  beMad  Rh«r  Imn  ManUnpdon  2m  IIDyde  no*  hep  dk  Gd- 

Sfl. 

TEST  MATCH:  7-1  heU  i*>.  baadwa*  TVk  ridden  and  Mod  3 out.  Mat  dL  Eth  « 12.  2BI  txamd 
ttedpaheppar  (Bangor  2m  H I tOyde  nor  dk  G4. 
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303  GF4P21  HABLWUt10)DNktetaan6-n-3 RMmm 

603  FU433F  CLAMANQUIZ (ZB)  POaHon  7-11-2 MrRThmnnff) 

•04  206-961  MHOGCMMa  (3D  JQEhu  7-1 M 4TNatei(7) 

SOS  60641-33  SARTARAY (7J T DmnelY  1HH : HrEAnwenw 

•03  02«4F  TOTAL  ASSET  (14)  A FWM*  7-11-2  OropLpaM 

TO*  FOU  TM  PateT  Mm  3.  IMW  A Man  7 

Baflfeigi  4-6  Pawl  Epee.  9-2  Odte  A Man,  5-1  Qamengffiz.  Santany,  Q-1  Rwe  Oecorancs.  M-1  Trtd 
taUL  Sr— re 

R3U  OWE- PCARL  KPSta  Lad  2nd.  drew  dear  two  ort.  unehaflaeaed,  bad  CanpecAe  Bay  20  (Buoor 
te  41 110yds  mdndkGd). 

OWTU  MAE:  dominant  chenenpea  4 not  eoun  ted.  dear  Ml  Dart  Rylon  Rtm  H#  Oadtow  te  * nov  he* 
tfk  GckFmV  

OLAMAJMimi  Made  moat  untfi  heaoed  and  toll  Una  ort.  twhind  Mgfibaalh  Poneaner  2m  » 1 Myd*  nov 
hepdkWm). 

•AMTABAY:  h ion*.  tMun  etong  7ttk  dm  paca,  3rd  d 9. 2Bi  behind  Cnxus  Lina  (SootiweS  2k  nw  dk 
D*Fm). 

RARE  OCCUBAMCC  (tend  teuton.  drtvM  along  trom  an.  beaten  3 tm.  4lti  ot  HJ.  m bddod  Mprf*  Lad 
(PnoBtr  2m  41  nov  hd.  Gd). 

TOTAL  AS5ED  ChKHd  laadaia.  miiiaka  Bn.  aou  rUMa  50i  *M  beam  whan  (all  4 ent  bahlnd  OUTE  A 
MAN  igna  Tilt*)  (Utonw  2m  4t  no*  hep  dk  ttkFm). 


5.1 0 jnxmsam  cwmns  mambm  rubdie  sm  tws 

1 6-BW3  ALPHA  LSATHBI  (31)  LOrasakfc  6-1 H)  ■rJOrowlitr 

* 6-003  RBSHO (BA) KBaBey 6-1 W) «*WWi 

a OHO-  woHLY(a9S)RHoanisEadF'ii-B  - Pan  law* 

4 OFOO-PF  JASONS  MU  (IT)  « Clay  7-1W  awflawtaW 

9 23220-F  KALAmO»(13S)WJ**a6-ll-«  TJtonb 

6 P KNOCK  5TAR  (24)  R Champian  6-1 V-8 BPaweS 

7 5-F40  LABURNUM OOU> (77) t*aJHba*n 6-11-8  DlUg 

5 POLAR  WHO  K Waggon  (MW HPoUv 

• *H3UtUUtU«M  Joneel-TI-6 Jtankflvme 

10  M SUVAUI  (14|  M Haapher  5-11-6 MAPRaavUI 

1*  FJ3-8F  VADLAWY9riO)S  BroofedtewWVS ,C  Ibd, 


3 JtO  OwlwiUal  Ctioii 


8^0  IVY  MOUSE  (nap) 


MOIartTiy 


11  P KRO  Of  SPARTA  (SSJOSharvoad  4-1V-0 DRrMpwatar 

TO*  POM  TM  Ubmaam  Odd  8,  VaWMps  7,  KMUraM  8 

■etkv  M Wadawyt,  7-2  Ijburmaq  OeW.  5-1  King  (X  Sparta.  6-1  From,  6-1  Kotedrom,  W-1  Qurthi. 
Gteanrt  12  men 

Ron  BODE-iiADiAWYiiTYadid  taadvi.  ation  and  in  wneoM  3 out  In  race  won  &*  Ftorid  (Bane or 
2m  lUmM.Gd). 

I AUBtHW  aOUOi  Itoet  trortfed  leadcra.  fth  d at  28  Behind  Hob  Wanlor  (Lotoeterte  nov  hdL  fid- 
SB). 

kru  of  sPARTAi  Promt  nw  wU  mittaKe  40V  pdteducb«ior4n6)S.MriiMWiip  Hand  (YhshiOy  2m  new 

hfl-Qd). 

(WNKh  Haw  op,  mtaata  Gin.  bvadway  neat  m pan  bnm  2 me,  3rd  d 5.  a behind  long  « Canetn 
(3nnM  2n  1 10yds  no*  IU,  Gd). 

MLADMSSi  Ahnya  in  dn  roar,  tatted  ad  whan  fan  9 ouk  beUnd  Mlghtr  Man  (Mnamrim  « boy  HdL 
Gd). 

tUVAlife  Tracked  teadMotton  2 eu,  kaftan,  2nd  el  ii.  u bertnd  Slytwi  Hervii  (BadgaMdte  H no* 
M.GOAn) 


• Sleazey,  a six-year-oM  gelding  by  Executive  Perk,  proved  a 
topical  winner  at  Towcester  yesterday,  winning  the  Hartwell 
Landrover  Novice  Handicap  Chase  at  4-5. 


Oatap  Oood  to  Ihn.  * DwM  Mnfcao. 

Flguiea  la  tmtati  riterhnA  — Sente  dm*  ataca  WteU  HM  DUMB 
2^20  W.CUmWD  WATTS  LTTL  HOVKS  HURDU  fta  4(1  lOjrdaCS^U 

1 OSV-01  HORIRBW  STAB  (M)JPkte*1nB  6-1 1-0 ■aeJWenuS(7) 

8 6-01534  RULE  OUTT1IE  BEST  (1S3)  Mn  Sarah  Horner-HeiltBr  6-11-6  ATheiUn 

3 404126  1PWIIAK  (34)  (EH  jntettenda  6-11-1 W Damn 

4 QPO  lOHm EUDE (3B) F Mortegb 5-1V0 AOebUn 

B 64^428  CHARLEY LAMBBtT (14) JMedda6-U-0 Elfcuh— i(3] 

5 3®  MAJOR  HARRS  (ll)UHuimnd  5-11-0 ROanttf 

7 060  PRAISE  K(17)TTUa  7-1  VO  JCIt^han 

■ 15-6431  90UTHEM  CROBB  (B)  M W EasKrby  5-1V-0 — PWen 

• 4463S-0  m MAD  WEST  (SB)  J Eyre  6-11-0 B Keray 

10  58S-03F  TOMEDUTOOPCtT)  P Bawinnw  7-11-0  Hteppie 

11  00031  POHTEVBMA  (21)  K Morgan  4-10-0 N Hamecta  (7) 

TO*  ROU  'nPM  apritfr  B,  MtewiU  7,  Ttewdewad  B 

BaHkv  4-1  cnartey  Lambed.  5-1  Southern  Cms,  Sprhzer.  B-1  Ma)or  Hants,  Portmtedro.  8-1  Honneni 
Star.  RmodtwtxxL  11  nw.wi 

2 J50  iwwiy  Mwwwrs  enmns  hammca*  cease  tm  miw 

1 22EO-3F  MJQRDAAR(1B3)(CC0  WCunntegbam  UJ-12-0 HOMHi 

8 322224  REOALHOMPtn (31) (OR Mr»88mM« B-1  V4 BOhmI 

3 ST-1683  OHOU«  HHSKTHtR(17|lTO(Br)PUonteBi8-11)-a AIMMa 

4 366ff5  HSBHLKHM(26}(P) M BanMtT-IO-O BJHaya* 

TOFWHIIMiDi  teidaanB.R>B»Htewmwr7 

HiMhay  0-4  teJnnlBaikS-afteBdRompw.lMBrooaa-N-HBatlier.T-a  Rebel  Ktefl.  Amen 

3.20  UMDSOM  HANDICAP  BOHDUtei  4*  IfOyde  83^733 

1 112-100  RXBCtrnratWMRI (80) Mn M Raveley 5-12-0 Plterow 

1 PIBB-105  N»  BARTH  (81)  (D)JFen*awe  0-11-11 ADohkte 

3 T3-F3M  OUSTUU. CHOU {ZZ](D)J Eyre 7-1 T-4 BStawy 

4 D4MS3  FOURTH  HI  LIHim  MWIdneona-lt-4  : Wlhrtei 

5 6-KB21  DOWAPP&  (171(D)  Mr*  J Ceoi  5-11-2 Titan 

• <n=332TniMaATinallT{17UD)JRBGanW5-10-B  ATtommi 

1 4)48-3  CAMRANM  (SB)  (D)  MManmand  6-16-6 — ROterWy 

3 1FB12I  *HARSO*nOMSC3a)(ClJ)T  Eauerby tMO-3 LW|*r 

B 212U4  9HASI«T(B8|mJJ3(fefflanr-nM JS  teuton  (7) 

ID  441-  ALCUW  ■UUt{4341  M Hammond  1W0-Q RtCB— r(t) 

11  TV2Bf-B  nKKUkOMQOtYt17)(P)IPSlk6-n-0  MSnUA* 

TO*  ROU  ■(»••  D— apart  a,  OMtal  Cteelr  7,  IMte  MS*  8 

BetSep  *-i  Cateadrt  Choir.  9-3  Pomapprt.  6-T  CampaUk  6-1  Ttwnay  Mflta.  7-1  Ewcuwa  DaMgk  6-1 
Sian  Opflon,  KMflnm  Earttk  Kim 

3.50  HBHLBOinianOePHOVICEHAIBIICAPCHASRta  w 84,711 

1 822111  YA7HSR  IKY  (7)  (4taa)0  Sherwood  6-12-0 JAMaCerthy* 

X 4-M/1H  |VYI»USE(4^Jtntelll6-10-IO RHeOnlhfB) 

3 F1H1P  MWT1BI TRK3C (IB) LLungo 7-164  JlSepnle* 

4 PP^U21  THtWHOLBHOOdOKBettoyB-IM Altanta 

TOP  POU  TM  RUtew  Hqr  a •«»  K*m  7 

saHtap  11-10 Fattier  Ev», 5-4  nry  Houee.  16-1  The  MM, Hag.  12-1  Meter  TrtdL  4r 


,W  Hep  to  i (7J 
_Wr  C Baeaer  (3) 
-MSnn* 


4 Sflffffi-  SYHnSPTURNTABU (408) Mte V FBUl  11-U-12 JSadBe(T) 

5 Sf-0  TON  100(50)  WBurooB  16-1 1-12 «M(T| 

TOPFORWIlRtaDenMi  BfcroS,RNCeinniilerT 

Bettep  6-15  DadM  Blue,  6-2  Tan  Lon,  5-1  R N Camnumier.  12-1  Sgventena  Match.  14-1  Syna  p 
TumteWo.  Inmn 


V WMBSnt  BUOUNCE  BROKBtS  LTD.  HANDICA*  WSDIE  tn  BV80 

1 012423  MBU  (148) (D)  lira  J BrdM  6-11-10  _^_Jl  OiNttei  (t) 

3 2S523F  DHlSHI  M0trm(31|(CB)MfsM Revstoy 6-lt-IQ pMmb 

3 3212U5  AHABRAMQI(S4)(D)J  JaSaraanB-IM JCripp|l| 

4 9S02I0  8AMAMB(24)CD)  Uts  L9dd3fl  WM  0 ten 

5 P-442?  RAIiTSA(B4)M  HflwiPflflflWM , — , ,.r .. — JOwHy 

B MRCO  BaunBI«U.(SSe}mMUu8hBr&.1V2 RQHMt 

7 63W3  RUSSIAN  RASCAL  (B3)  (D)  (W)  T EaAtfby  4-10-1Q IVyee 

8 6-061 M LAST  TRY  (27)  (D)  G Ftoatwrtl  6-UH1 JtSWU 

■ 01-8000  POX  SPARROW  (2S)  (D)  N DnAter  7-HH  — JtDetMn* 

TOP  POU  DWi  D—ert  ITfMir  B,  Uli  nil  m Rweql  T.  HaMyr.  U B 

Brtitap  4-1  Drawl  Rflhw.  5-1  Russian  RascnL  HoWerl  Htfl.5-1  Surnemo.  Las  Try.  M Anabranch.  ^ 
FuSownw. 


9 Liam  Cummins,  the  promising  young  71b  pin  inter  attached 
to  Paul  Nicholls,  was  on  target  at  Wincanton  yesterday  when 
he  won  the  Nine  Hole  Novice  Hurdle  on  Mrs  Em.  It  was 
Cummins's  fifth  victory  of  the  season  from  just  a dozen  rides. 
• Blinkered  for  the  first  time:  SOUTHWELL  4.00  Unknown 
Territory,  UTTOXETER  3J0  Wordsmith.  WETHERBY  4.50 
Fox  Sparrow. 


If" 
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Rugby  League 

®**Per  League 

Warrington  35 
Wigan  24 


Waning 


SPORTS  NEWS  13 


Andy  Wilson 


Warrington  were 

transformed  yester- 
day from  the  ti»am 
which  lost  their  opening 
three  Super  League  fixtures 
and  last  week  their  coach 
Jo“n  Dorahy,  who  resigned. 

They  inflicted  on  Wigan  the 
rare  indignity  of  a second 
successive  defeat,  storming  to 
a 30-8  lead  midway  through 
me  second  half,  before  hold- 
ing off  a spirited  Wigan  rally 
which  at  one  stage  cut  the  def- 
icit to  six  points.  Warrington 
showed  first  the  ability  and 
then  the  character  which  will 
give  Do  rally’s  permanent  suc- 
cessor plenty  with  which  to 
work. 

Alex  Murphy,  the  Warring- 
ton football  director,  gave 
credit  for  the  turn-around  to 
Paul  Cullen,  the  club  captain 
making  his  debut  as  a 
But  he  ruled  out  Cullen  as  a 
permanent  successor  to  Dor- 
ahy. "We're  hoping  to  bring  a 
coach  to  the  club  in'  the  next 
week  and  Paul  win  be  the  as- 
sistant to  him,"  he  said.  Mur- 
phy also  discounted  Steve 


~ ' ‘ V......  • 

^ ,-V  . 

.I:;:, J . - 

<.v.  . J 1 . -:s  ..  . ...  m.  ' - • \ i . t. 


Break  time . . . Tatupu  storms  through  the  Wigan  defence  to  score  a try  yesterday 

Simms  and  Graeme  West  as  strings.  That  was  . significant  the  front  row.  Vagana 
potential  candidates  while  as,  although  backs  scored  five  operating,  in  his  usual 
Andy  Goodway,  unhappy  at  of  Warrington's  six  tries,  In-  tfon  of  centre  after  st 
straggling  Oldham,  has  now  chiding  three  for  . the  Samoan  the  season  at  frill-back,  i 
entered  the  frame.  three-quarter  Nigel  Vagana,  Warrington's  first  »»nfl 

Rejuvenated  Warrington  the  foundations  were  laid  in  tries  in  the  first  hall 
were  assisted  by  a Wigan  side  the  forwards.  from  a quick  tap  penall 

bearing  little  resemblance  to  . Paul.  Holme  was  typically  the  other  a 60-metre  rui 
the  champion  side  of  recent  tough  and  Industrious  at  tnteregpHng  r *w»g*<c  past 
years.  Already  deprived  of  hooker,  George  Mann  Tatupu  and  Shelford  i 
Henry  Paul  and  Connolly,  relished  his  promotion  to  the  the  others  and  Vag 
they  lost  Cowle  .in  the  open-  starting  13  and  young  Warren  third,  four  minutes  afti 
ing  exchanges  withtight  ham-  Stevens  was  a revelation  in  break,  left  Wigan  stari 


the  front  row.  Vagana.  now 
operating  in  his  usual  posi- 
tion of  centre  after  starting 
the  season  at  full-back,  scored 
Warrington's  first  and  third 
tries  in  the  first  half,  one 
from  a quick  tap  penalty  and 
the  other  a 60-metre  run  after 
Intercepting  Long’s  pass. 

Tatupu  and  Shelford  scored 
the  others  and  Vagana’s 
third,  four  minutes  after  the 
break,  left  Wigan  staring  at 


humiliation.  Farrell,  who 
could  be  faulted  only  for  try- 1 
Ing  too  hard,  led  their  fight- 
back  by  setting  up  a second 
try  for  Edison  with  a pin-  j 
point  kick  and  Murdock  also 
made  an  impact  as  a late 
substitute. 

But  a drop  goal  from  Shel- 
ford stretched  Warrington  out 
of  reach  again  before  Penny's 
final  try. 

Wigan’s  coach  Eric  Hughes 


PHOTOGRAPH:  ANDREW  VARLEY 

admitted:  "We  are  in  a 
rebuilding  programme  and 
there  win  be  a tew  bad  days 
before  we  have  good  days 
again.” 

War rl Befooi  Fanny:  Hanare,  Roper. 
Vagana.  Forater  Sheftont  Duffy;  Swam. 
Hulma.  Chambers.  Mann.  Tatupu. 
SeuRhorpa.  HMtaua  Davtaa,  Camay, 
Rudd  WJngfMd- 

Wlpaai  Murray;  Ellison,  A Johnson, 
RadHnakl,  Long;  Smith.  CowkK  Cassidy, 
O'Connor.  Haughton,  TaJIac,  Farrail. 
WnBldm  Hoi  pan.  Hall.  Murdock.  P 
Johnson. 

Rafaraat  R 3mWv  (CasMetort ). 


Salford  Reds  27,  Paris  St  Germain  26 


Cricket 


West  Indies  v India:  third  Test,  fourth  day 

Indians  mown 
down  by  pace 
onslaught 


Blakeley  makes  sure  unlucky  Paris  draw  a blank 


AvfdeshPersaud 
In  Bridgetown 

INDIA’S  hope,  indeed  expec- 
tation, of  recording  their 
first  Test  victory  in  the  Ca- 
ribbean since  1976  was  scup- 
pered by  magnificent  West 
Indies  test  bowling  on  an  ad- 
mittedly grassy,  uneven  Ken- 
sington Oval  pitch.  Needing 

only  120  to  win  this  Test,  they 
were  skittled  in  2SJS  overs  for 
8L 

The  Indian  procession 
began  in  the  third  over  of  the 
day.  Fraoklyn  Rose  produced 
a brute  of  a ball  that  climbed 
off  a length,  wrapped  Sidhu's 
gloves  and  lobbed  to  third  slip, 
ft  was  an  early  portent  of  the 
astonishing  events  to  come. 

So  tight  was  the  West 
Indies'  bowling  that  when, 
eight  overs  later,  the  second 
wicket  foil  only  13  runs  had' 
been  added  and  not  without 
some  good  fortune,  Laxman 
having  edged  over  the  slips 
for  four.  Rose  found  another 
clinker  that  lifted  and  left 
Dravid  to  brush  the  edge  on 
the  way  to  the  wicketkeeper. 

Tendulkar's  arrival  led  to  a 
more  aggressive  approach 
from  the  Indians.  Encouraged 
by  his  captain  to  be  more  pos- 
itive, Laxman  flicked  Am- 
brose off  his  hip  for  four  and 
in  the  same  over  top-edged  an 
ambitious  hook  over  Browne. 

Laxman’s  charmed  life  was 
soon  brought  to  an  end  by  an- 
other magnificent  delivery 
from  the  excellent  Rose.  It 
straightened  off  a length  to 
hit  off  stump  with  Layman 
groping  at  thin  air. 

Mayhem  broke  out  in  the 
next  over  when  the  key 
wicket  of  Tendulkar  was 
taken.  Drawn  forward  by 
Bishop,  he  edged  an  out- 
swinger  low  to  first  slip. 


where  Lara  held  on  to  a no- 
table low,  diving  catch. 

Rose’s  outstanding  nine- 
over  spell  had  cost  19  runs  and 
brought  him  throe  wickets. 
Ambrose,  who  had  bowled  the 
first  four  overs  from  the  other 
end,  now  replaced  him  and 
immediately  bowled  Ganguly 
with  an  absolute  Jaffa-  The 
left-hander  had  no  chance  of 
keeping  out  a ball  that  cut 

back  and  hit  off  stump. 

Nor  did  Azharuddin  have 
any  chance  when  Ambrose,  in 
his  next  over,  pinned  back  his 
off  stump  with  a shooter.  It 
must  have  been  a case  of  dg/d 
ou  for  Azharuddin  as  an  iden- 
tical delivery  from  Ambrose 
had  dismissed  him  in  Port  of 
Spain. 

A crowd  that  had  by  now 
grown  to  Dearly  4,000  was  al- 
ready beginning  to  celebrate. 
The  renowned  Triny  Posse 
spilled  irresistibly  on  to  the 
pitch  and  sections  elsewhere 
in  the  ground  Intensified  their 
musical  accompaniment 

India  still  had  an  outside 
chance  with  Mongla  and 
Kumble  together  but  Bishop 
dismissed  both,  before  and 
after  lunch,  and  capped  a 
memorable  match  for 
by  taking  the  last  wicket 
when  he  comprehensively 
bowled  Prasad.  Riotous  cele- 
bration followed. 

After  the  match  a delighted 
Brian  Lara  wid  his  side 
drawn  inspiration  from  their 
victory  at  Kensington  against 
South  Africa  when  they  won 
against  the  odds.  “I  knew  it 
would  be  hard  but  my 
howlers  bowled  a very  tight 
line  and  the  blokes  were  al- 
ways positive  about  being 
able  to  bowl  India  out  on  this 
pitch.”  Uneven  and  offering 
sideways  movement,  it  was 
made  to  order  for  the  home 
side. 


Paul  Fitzpatrick 

PARIS  St  Germain,  play- 
ing with  12  men  for  all 
but  15  minutes,  were 
desperately  unlucky  to 
emerge  without  some  reward 
at  The  Willows  yesterday. 

The  French  side  — with  a 
Frenchman,  Cabestany,  play- 
ing for  them  at  last  — la- 
boured manfully  on  a warm 
afternoon  and  scored  five 
tries  to  four,  only  to  lose 
by  the  single  point  that  Blake- 


I ley  secured  from  a drop  goal 
nine  minutes  from  the  end. 

How  different  the  contest 
might  have  been  had  Paul 
Evans  not  been  sent  off  for  a 
high  tackle;  with  him  they 
looked  the  more  dangerous 
side  and  without  him  they 
still  managed  to  score  four 
tries. 

The  Salford  coach  Andy 
Gregory  was  amqng  those 
who  thought  Evans  unfortu- 
nate to  go,  since  the  tackle 
that  knocked  Nathan  McAvoy 
off  his  feet  possibly  caught 


the  victim's  upper  chest 
rather  than  the  neck. 

“It  was  plain  that  it  was 
around  the  shoulder,"  Aimed 
Peter  Mulholland,  the  PSG 
coach,  who  could  Ell  afford  to 
go  a man  short  Jason  Martin 
was  playing  in  spite  of  pulling 
a muscle  in  the  warm-up  and  I 
it  took  painkilling  injections 
to  get  another  three  players 
on  to  the  field.  Yet  their 
organisation,  spirit  and  com- 
mitment were  first-class. 

If  PSG  were  unlucky  In  gen- 
eral, so  was  Phil  Bergman  in 


particular.  The  former  Auck- 
land and  Eastern  Suburbs 
centre  could  scarcely  remem- 
ber his  last  hat-trick.  To  get 
three  tries  of  this  quality  and 
finish  on  the  losing  side  was 
cruel  Dean  Bird,  with  the 
other  two  touchdowns,  shared 
his  sense  of  injustice.  j 

Salford  were  12-0  down 
after  20  minutes  but  recov- 
ered well  enough  to  lead  14-12 
at  the  interval  wifo 'tries  from 
the  outstanding  Naylor  and 
Sini  and  two  goals  from  Bla- 
keley. Video  evidence  nulli- 


fied a second  try  for  Naylor 
soon  after  half-time  but  that 
was  the  only  real  stroke  of 
luck  Paris  enjoyed. 

Two  tries  In  two  minutes 
put  PSG  ahead  again  at  20-14 
but  then  Rogers,  who  had 
floundered  under  the  high 
ball,  showed  what  a good  at- 
tacking player  he  is  by  burst- 
ing forward  from  full-back  to 
score  tries  In  the  59th  and 
68th  minutes. 

Three  minutes  from  time 
Bergman  completed  his  admi- 
rable hat-trick  and  Robinson 


landed  his  third  goal,  but  that 
precious  field  goal  from  Bla- 
keley gave  Salford  their  third 
league  win  out  of  three. 

“We  will  play  a lot  better 
than  this  and  lose,”  Greg- 
ory. ‘Tm  just  grateful  that  we 
played  this  badly  and  won." 

•afford  Rodoc  Rogern;  SIM.  S Martin. 
Naylor,  McAvoy,  BtaJoMay,  WuBorc  Wan.  . 
Edwards.  Eedoo.  Fortoar,  Cartwright. 
Hulma.  IMulltdwj  Savaflo,  Burgesa, 
South  am,  Fahnalo. 

Fwrta  St  Oararioc  Hyt*r  Bird.  Evan*. 
Bergman,  Wail;  Robinson.  J Marlin; 
Sands.  O Don  nail.  Priddln.  Sing.  Htogue. 
Bellamy.  IdiaBfi— i Taylor,  Lomax, 
Duridn,  Cabastany. 

Rafarara  D Campbell  (WMnna). 


Mark  Waugh  up  and  anthem 

MARK  WAUGH’S  unde- [ Earlier  Adam 
tea  ted  115  helped  Aus-  reduced  South  Africa 


I VI  tea  ted  115  helped  Aus- 
tralia to  a seven-wicket  vic- 
tory over  South  Africa  in 
Port  Elizabeth  yesterday 
and  levelled  the  seven- 
match  series  at  one  apiece. 

Chasing  South  Africa’s 
221  for  eight.  Waugh  added 
107  with  his  twin  Steve  (50 
not  out)  after  the  off-spin- 
ner Pat  Symcox  had  taken 
two  wickets  in  two  balls. 


Earlier  Adam  Dale 
reduced  South  Africa  to  16 
for  three.  But  Jacques  Kat 
11s  added  104  with  Jonty 
Rhodes  (57)  and  went  cm  to 
82,  his  best  in  a one-day 

international. 

The  visitors  had  a score  to 
settle  from  the  outset.  When 
the  anthems  were  played 
they  had  to  endure  Waltzing 
Matilda  and  not  Advance 
Australia  Fair. 


Grand  National 
set  for  full  field 

A MAXIMUM  field  of  40  I have  a runner  In  the  race, 
looks  likely  for  Satur-  McCain's  wife  Beryl  ex 
day's  Martell  Grand  plained:  "He's  had  a setbacl 


A MAXIMUM  field  of  40 
looks  likely  for  Satur- 
day’s Martell  Grand 
National  at  Alntree  after  45 
were  left  in  at  yesterday's  dec- 
laration stag?,  writes  Chris 
Hawkins. 

Still  among  them  is  the  top 
weight  Master  Oats  whose 
trainer,  Kim  Bailey,  will 
make  a final  decision  about 
the  gelding's  participation 
after  walking  the  track  on 
Thursday  morning. 

Bailey  is  worried  that  if 
there  is  a drying  week  the 
ground  will  be  too  fast  for 
Master  Oats,  who  is  at  his 
best  on  the  soft,  but  there  has 
been  more  rain  in  the  north- 
west than  the  rest  of  the 
country  and  the  going  at  the 
moment  is  good  to  soft. 

If  Master  Oats  runs  only  ten 
horses  will  carry  their  correct 
weight.  If  be  is  taken  out  the 
weights  will  rise  151b  and  26 
of  the  runners  will  be  in  the 
handicap  proper. 

Of  the  nine  withdrawals 
yesterday  the  most  surprising 
was  Commercial  Artist, 
bought  specifically  to  run  in 
the  race.  His  absence  means 
that  trainer  Ginger  McCain, 
of  Red  Rum  fame,  will  not 


have  a runner  In  the  race. 

McCain’s  wife  Beryl  ex- 
plained: "He’s  had  a setback 
and  we’ve  run  out  of  time. 
But  he’s  the  sort  of  horse  who 
would  run  well  In  the  race 
and  he  should  be  all  right  for 
next  year.” 

The  other  withdrawals 
were  Aintrak  Express,  All  For  : 
Luck,  Betty’s  Boy,  Go  Go  Gal- 1 
lant,  Jurassic  Classic,  Muda- 
hlm  (winner  of  yesterday’s 
Irish  National)  and  Son  Of 
War. 

Latest  betting  with  Hill’s  is 
9-1  Lord  Gyllene,  10-1  Wylde 
Hyde,  Go  Ballistic,  Suny  Bay, 
Time  For  A Run,  14-1  An- 
tonin, Avro  Anson,  16-1 
Smith's  Band.  Nahthen  Lad, 
Lo  Stregone,  20-1  General 
Wolfe  and  Belmont  King. 

One  Man,  who  was  not 
entered  for  the  National,  will 
run  in  Thursday’s  Martell 
Cup  at  Aintree  where  Barton 
Bank  and  Cyborgo  (second 
and  fifth  in  (he  Gold  Cup)  are 
among  the  opposition. 

Martha’s  Son,  the  two  mile 
champion,  lines-up  for  the 
Munun  MeHing  Chase  on  Fri- 
day with  Carl  Llewellyn  tak- 
ing over  from  the  injured 
Rodney  F&rrant. 


Saturday’s  big  race 


Racing  results 


KEMPTON 

LAO  (Try  1,  STRATHMORE  CLEAR,  pm 
Eddery  (IMfe  2,  Mr  Mafea  (18-1);  9, 
«*mO  (40-1).  7-4  txv  Beyond  CaJcvlabwV. 
iBrw.  Hd.  hd.  <G  Lawta)  Tear.  BA  CLIO. 
£2.60,  CBJOl  Dual  ft  £40  JO.  Trio:  £36050. 
C3F;£HL39. 

2.10  CTfJl  1,  OMUMAWAV  BAY,  M HU13 
(7-2}:B.,nwiN"B«m^or(g)-1];».Fpr«l»i 
Me  (7-1).  2-1  Mv  Blue  Goblin.  9 ran.  3X  X 
K3  Wraag)  Tale:  ES.10;  0.80.  £350.  SLID. 
Dual  P:  £9850.  Trio:  £243.70.  CSP  £64.81. 

i,  wotAAjraw.  p OTionomx)  , 
(11-an  a.  Oh  NeBhi  fvs-aj:  a,  w«id  pra- 
Bder[M-i).  u-4toWUcftMa.  11  ran.*,  A. 
IE  Dunlop)  Tore:  C85K  £2.40,  *1  J»,  CS50. 
Dual  F;  C25.H0.  Trio:  FI 54 .30.  C8F:  £38.59. 

3.10  (M*  1,  KASTURM  PROPHETS,  A 
Ctvk  (20-1);  a,  lee  Peer  (5-1  lev);  9, 
Danfcraa  (12-1):  A,  Cta  Bern  Ben  (7-1).  18 
ran.  S,  ML  (Q  Lewis)  Tele:  E21A0;  C4.8C, 
FT  .70.  £3.80.  £2.30.  Duel  R £83.60  Trio: 
£1.171.80  CSF:  Cl 0558.  Trtcast  £151450 
3*40  (in  *0» »,  RONK>3,T  Ouhui  (14-1); 
2.  Sound  Afy  (18-1);  3,  Dnm  Aid  (8-1); 
4,  Ueinrt  A Pen  (7-1).  5-1  to  Hardy 
Dancer.  IQ  ran.  Nr,  IX  (PCoto)Toto:  C18.00; 
£3-90.  £3.10.  £2.50.  Duel  F:  C116J0.  Trie: 
£503.40.  CSF:  £15136.  Trice*:  £1.348.87. 
4.13  (In  S(>  1,  OR  MABSaa,  J ReM 
(11-10  to);  S.  Qiimmi  (16-1);  3,  Proper 
Hue  (100-30).  9 ran.  2X.  a (M  Sioute)  Tote: 
£3  00:  0.40,  C3J0.  Dual  F:  0830.  CSF: 
OSJXL 

4A5(ta3riOi*]l1,taKUniHUL 
J new  <3-1  n 2,  Prairie  PMeon  (B-11:  3, 
LmSm  UpHe  (7-4  to) . 8 ran,  Sn  bd.  at  (P 
cneppte-tfyeni)  Tote:  £*.10:  0.10.  £230. 
DualR  O140.C8F:  Ol 


Saait 


DuaJR  0140.  CSF:  09.18. 

JACKPOTk  NM  won.  £34,143.70  carried 
ove,  to  LMoxarer  loday. 

PLAOPOn  EaSSflJKL  QUADPOTi  £25. 0a 

NEWCASTLE 

ajta  (ink  i,  nnmvua  l Dooori 
(8-1 1 to);  a.  itoM  (10-1):  *,  Final  Triel 
(1 0-1).  10  ran.  Hd,  2.  (J  Qoeden)  Tote:  0 .70; 
0.40.  03a  C2.ea  Duel  F.-  C4.S0.  TrVx 
£21 .40.  CSF;  £8.12. 

1S5(N>  1, STATELY  PRINCESS,  L Det- 
tori (S-4L-  *.  Cemnbo  (12-1);  A Rower 
TTTeinla  (11-9L  11-10  to  Antooie's 
Double.  4 ran.  XI.  (MCliennon)  TobE  £230. 
Duel  R £7.10.  CSF:  £12.48. 

*90  (tiw3yde|i  1,  OADOE.T  SlddeH  (7-2 
to);  3,  Beed—oer  Onto  (14-1);  3, 
aeeoode  Aany  (IS-U:  4,  Strain  ( 10-1L70 
ran.  3.  hd.  (A  BnKey)  Tote:  ES.10;  030. 
£330.  £7.10.  £230.  Dual  F:  £66.00.  Trie: 
£322  0Q.CSF:  £6332.  Tricast  £538.93. 

4jOO  (SO>  1,  SURPRUUt  MtSStOM.  J For- 
tune (15-0  to);  a,  XnAWri  Mu 
(IB-1).  3,  toSeewde  (9-1).  11  ran.  Nk.  X. 
(Mrs  J Ramadan)  Tote:  £230;  030.  C2M. 
SSSD.  Due)  F-.  £41.10.  TrlK  BB130.  CSF; 
£33.13.  TriceaC  £803.14. 

■A33  ri  m 4T  V3yda>  1*  ROWCT  PARA- 
MOM,  L Denari  (5-2)^  C,  Draft  Oreraa 
(1V10  to):  3,  UnMUk  p-2L  B ran.  US.  IX 
(J  Ooaden)  Tote:  £330;  FI 40.  CLIO,  £1.10. 
Dual  F:  Cl  30.  CSF:  £531. 

UM  (TO  1,  nnn  ARCH  BMDCUL 
Deen  McKeown  C'4-1):  3,  Irapririue  Air 
(7-1);  3.  Petal  (1V4  tay);  4,  Re  Wbraed 
(30-1).  18  ran.  A eti  hd.  (M  Johnaton)  Tote: 
05.70;  £330.  £230.  030  Dual  F:  £56.70 
Trio:  00330.  CSF: &0BJ6.  Trtaot  £34231. 
PLAC3POTiO730.  QUADPOn  £830. 


NOTTMOHAM 

330  (Sfa  f,  LORO  SMITH,  D Sweeney 
MI-10  to);  3,  Who  No—  (B  it  s.  Ph* 
TMM  (5-1).  8 ran.  Z M WJW  Tuner) 
tow  am;  0.40,  osb.  duh  f: 

ETQ£D.  CSF:  £10.07. 

±jto  (MU  f.  hum  WOM,  p tad  Eddery 

(11-8);  % CeawM  (10-11  to):  J,  Bald 


taiwAi  (33-1).  7-2  to  Major  Twiei  18 
ran.  1.  X.  (J  HHh)  Tote:  £2030;  EABOl  E24& 
£3.90.  Duel  Ft  £8260.  Trio;  £33130.  CSF) 
£100.14. Trice*  £64331. 
PLACVOn£lS43a  OUAOPOn £13830 

WARWICK 

UO  (IQl  1,  VAX  RAPIDC,  s Drowne 
a-1  i:  *. MU—BO  (iWfc  3,  Ah— ye  t—Ay 
(5-1 U 5-2  to  Theetra  of  Dreams.  14  ran.  TX, 
nk.  (J  Spearing)  Ttobc  £1030;  £2.70.  £330, 
£1.70.  Duml  F:  £71.10.  Trio:  £4530.  CSF: 
£9038. 

3jOO  (In  Sf  1 0OiNto):  f,  COUNT TONY, 
D Blgge  (25-1):XT— eoKhiB  pi-2toj;a, 
MmBs  (krai  (ia-1).  12  ran.  A IX  (8 
Wood*)  Tote:  £2730;  £530.  £230.  £430. 
Duel  F:  Cl  1030.  Trio:  E22730.  CSF;  C1433& 
Tricatc  Cl  30432. 

335  (fan  Sf  ICfiyda*  1,  HAD  Mtti- 
TAJfT,  T Sprake  (B-1);  2.  Vote  Vie  (12-1);  9, 
mono  Lady  (10-4).  5-2  to  Yet  Again.  13 
ran.  X.  OL  (A  8ireen>r)  Tote:  £730;  £1.40. 
£3.10.  £830.  Duel  F:  £38.70.  Trio:  £8930. 
CSR  £9831 . Tricew  £91831 . 

4M  (1m  « 1 1 6ydS)s  X.  DOMMANT 
DUCHESS,  K Fallon  (5-2);  2,  Aa-ta  (4-5 
teV);  3,  Kura iMata  4Pf»r  (4D-1L  0 ran. «,  6. 
(J  HUH)  TotK  £330;  £1.70.  £1>RL  Dual  F: 
030.  CSF:  £434. 

440  (7f>  1,  RUSSIAN  MUSK;  K Fallon 
(1 1-4  Jnc-to):  a.  can— Ka  (6-1);  3,  Ktaa  o* 
Para  (11-4  ]nt-toL  B ran.  3X  3.  (Mas  Gay 
Kalleway)  Tota:  £330:  Cl  .40.  £230.  £130 
Dual  R CT0.10.  Trio:  £730  CSF:  £1013.  NR: 
Lonely  Leader. 

S.10  (31)11,  KAPOL1DM  STAR.  N Adame 
(12-1):  S.  Mnriu  (HH)  (18-1);  3,01  La 
Moh  (6-2  to).  13  ran.  X UL  (8  Bowring) 
Tote:  Cl 5. BO;  £330.  £390.  £1.70.  Dual  F: 
£10330.  Ulo:  £7930.  CSF;  C18B31.  Trtcast 
£488.48. 

PLAC3POT1  £41330.  QUADFOTr  CI9.0O 

CARLISLE 

UO  can  If  HdM>  t,  SOUSSS.  Q Lea 
tB-4  to*  a.  Tabriz  (7-1):  3,  P— ri*  of 
K— gM  (12-1).  13  ran.  ax  1.  (Mrs  U 
Reveley)  Tote:  £230;  Cl  AO.  £230.  £2.00. 
Dual  F;£&7a  CSF:  £11.44. 

UO  (Sn  4f  IlOyda  Ch)c  1,  TOUCH 
TWT,  B Storey  (5-1);  2,  KBbdta  (11-2);  3, 
Cam—  Joker  (11-4  to).  13  ran.  X sh  hd. 
(Mis  J GoodfeSow)  Tote:  £830;  £1 30.  £240. 
£130.  Dual  R £4330.  CSF:  £34.15.  Trieast 
£8972. 


I 430(Rm4f  IIOiztoHckXI.CASeiOra 
BOV,  N Mann  (20-1);  J,  Itaageneegee 


3-30  (3m  Ck>  1, 


£809.1 5.  Wt  Sparkling  Cone. 

FLACBPOTt £70230,  OUADPOnCBl.TO. 

FAKENHAH 

330  (am  Hdta>  1,  BtOTDFT.  D (TSidH- 
ven  (18-1):  3,  RntfPa  Oendda  (7-2  ft-to); 
3,  Arch  Aa— I (7-2  JM»0. 15  ran  Nk.  5.  (8 
Gettings)  Tote:  £2430;  £030.  £1.70,  £130. 
Dual  P.  £4030.  CSF:  £8032.  Tricett  E20B30. 

9JOO  C2m  M IlOyda  04:  1,  NOT  MV 
LtHB,  Mr  W Wittes  (20-1).  X,  Up  Par  Ran- 
a— >a  (11-4);  3,  OaldB  (7-1).  5-2  to  Rever- 
end Brown.  9 raiLX  5.  (Andy  Morgan)  Tote: 
£1430;  £330.  £130,  £330  Dual  F;  £5530 
CSFb  £7X85.  NR:  MgNand  Rally. 

3-40  (toi  « IM4  1,  SIR  DANTC,  D 
O'SulItvan  (9-4  lav);  2.  AH—  Ryra 
(6-1);  9,  Fire  On  toe  (6-1).  7 ran.  a.  2X  (R 
Rowe)  TotK  £330  £2. ID.  Cl 30.  Dual  F:  , 
EOBO.  CSF;  £1530 

4.15  (3m  IlOyda  CbX  1,  DMM3 
LEAOBt,  Mr  W wales  (7-4  to):  2,  Ctrany 
Chap  (2&-1J;  3,  tohd  Ba— Hi  (0-1).  7 ran. 
Hd.  10.  (J  Turner)  Tote:  £330:  £130,  MAO. 
Dual  F:  £1930  CSF:  £3042.  NR:  A1  Jawwol. 
Emaee-H. 

430  (3m  at  IlOyda  Ch>  1.  TM  801- 
Dm,  Mr  R Wahley  (2-1  to);  a,  Whtapan 
Pa— M (3-1);  3,  CaR  Ma  Alii  (6-1).  7 ran. 

2.  nk.  (Miss  A Stekoll)  Tout  £230  £130. 
£1.70  Dual  F:  £230  CSF:  £9.11.  Trleaac 
£28.65.  Ml:  Mine’s  An  Ace. 

BJtO  (£m>  1,  OBSWAV,  X Abpuru  (6-6 
raw):  A M— to  Flee—  (u-4):  3,  otto  E 

Me P-1].  5 ran.  Nk,  4.  (N  Walk  at)  Tata: 

£230;  £1.40,  £130  Dual  P 030  C8F:  £438. 
PLACRPOTt  £41.70.  QUADPOTlC1130. 

HEREFORD 

2^0  (2m  IfHdtoli  1,  NOBLE  COLOURS, 
Mr  A Wntle  (7-2);  XSasnia  AHay  (4-7  lav); 

3,  SaCaraaohar  (25-1).  7 ran.  4.  die.  (S 
Qrttmta)  TotK  £430;  £1.70,  £130.  Dual  F: 
£230.  CSF:  £530  NR:  Shewtay.  Wmar 

Mi  irIp.  Mriotfi. 

9JD9  (2m  at  C*&  «.  LAJMOSKBt  HS- 
SIJLS;  Mr  N Bradley  (evens  to);  2,  FaMllar 
Friaod  (9-1):  3,  tori  of  ttoto  (6-1L  8 ran . 
15. 30  (Mrs  Mary  Evans)  Tata:  £230:  £130. 
£8.10.  £130  Dual  F:  £730  CSF:  £11.88.  NR: 
NDdtormWbnder. 

3^0  (3m  If  IlOyda  Ch>  1,  JUST  ONE 
CANALETTO,  Mr  J OoMsteUI  (9-1);  3, 
HowgA  (HKOTMt  Dead  (5-2).  15-8to 
Wamor'a  Sports.  7 ran.  X 8.  (NTMmon-Oa- 
vine)  Tata:  £950  £230  £2.40  Dual  F: 
£1450.  CSF:  £4070 

4.15  (3m  Sf  Hdto}:  1,  LI  BARON,  G 
Tonney  (5-2t  2,  Soog  For  Ja— (100-30): 

3,  SMynrami  (7-2).  7-4  to  Slippery  Hn.  4 
ran.  2X  3L  1C  Egnrton)  Tots:  £330  Dual  F: 
£330.  CSF:  £935. 

430  (ton  Ctiji  1,  T3HAVEST3LMH,  S 
Wynne  (6-4);  2.  Luofcy  Erida  (4-5  to}:  3, 
Oerar tar  Mmfcrn  (7-11. 4 ran.  6. 7.  (D  Marks) 
Teas:  £230.  Dual  F £1AO  CSF:  0.17.  NR: 
Indian  Jocfmy. 

8L35  (2m  311 1 0yda  HdtoF  1.  KYHM,  Mr 
A wtnue  (4-1);  2,  Saxon  Hand  3. 

■ntadra  Sam  (5-2).  2-1  to  Arabian 
Heights.  0 ran.  14.  St  (J  Bradley)  Tote 
£4.10  £1.70  £3.70  £2.40.  Dual  F C4£i0. 
CSF:  133.18.  Tricast  £9239. 

PLACBPOm  £24750  QUAOPOn  £7750 


( MARKET  RASEN 

2.1B(2m1f  IlOyda  ItalaXI,  OUR  ROB- 
BKT.FLanhy  (5-2):  X.  1t«  Aran  (7-4 
to*  9,  Oamtmm  Amera  (25-1).  11  ran.  Hd.  4. 
(J  ntziBerald)  Tour  £3.10;  £1AO  £130, 
£430  Dual  R £330  CSF:  £004, 

*-45  (2m  4*  Cfcji  1.  FORMAL  MVTTAr 
TKMH,  R Johnson  (4-7  to);  9,  Sawlea 
Pairal  (33-1);  3,  Deeart  Brava  (B-1L  7 ran. 
Dtat,  4.  [D  Nicboison)  Tote:  fi30c  £1.40 
£550  Dual  F:  £2080  CSF!  £2058. 

MO  (2m  Bf  IlOyda  Hdta>  1,  MY 
CHOKY  HAH,  H Johnson  (11-10  tavt  S, 
KaanToTha  last  (9-1);  3,OurKria  (10-1). 

7 ran.  X ax  (0  Mctalson)  Tpta:  £200  £2.00 
£250  Dual  P.  £730.  CSP  £1233.  Trleast 
£7084.  Super  Raplar  (10-1)  withdrawn  not 
under  orders.  Ride  4 appOss,  deduction  lop 
InlhopomcL 

333  (Cm  If  IlOydeCIOi  1,  NETHBHBY 
SAEL  R supple  (1-2  to);  2,  Dmtoy  Past 
{7-^X  NewbaS  Prison  (3-1)  3 ran.  22.  ML 
(P  Beaumont)  Tots;  £150.  Dual 
P £1.80  CSP  £257. 

4.30  (2m  3f  1 1 0ydajt  1,  PHAR 
SMOOTHBL  F Leahy  (11-10):  S.  Mor- 
ptanai  (10-11  lav);  3,  RatoaADo«M-[T2-i). 

8 ran.  7,3.  (J  FUzgorald)  TOUR  C230;  £1.40. 
Dual  p n 50.  csp  czaa 

MO  (3m  If  art,  OCEAN  LBAMR,  R 
Johnson  (15-2)1  *.  Earansadna  (3-1);  3, 
Ataakmi  Hekr  C14-1J.  5-4  to  The  QaDopIn- 
' major,  a ran.  X,  OIsl  (Mrs  D Heine)  Tote: 
£1130  £230  £1.10  £530.  Dual  F:  £2450 
CSP  £3330  Trtcast  E30837. 
aao  (la  51  110yda>  1,  LAR3DO,  C 
Scuddar  (B-1);  2,  taato  (10-1):  3, 
EtouMa  Scar  (2D-1 V avtms  to  Dig  For  Gaia. 
14  ran.  5, 2X  (Noel  T Chance)  TotK  £950; 
£250  £7.70.  cam  Dual  F:  £20020  CSP 
£12039. 

PLAC3POT:  £1530  aUABPOTi£2530. 

NEWTON  ABBOT 

2.15  DM  If  Hdto>>  1,  MELT  TMi 
CLOUDS,  C Maude  (4-7  tot  a.  WbBa 
Ptatoe  (9-4);  3,  Qanaramc  (8-2)  3 ran.  7. 20 
(M  Pipe)  Tote:  £130  Dual  F:  £180  CSP 
£2.19. 

ajU  (2m  Ml  1 0yda  Ch*  1,  DMCYBORO, 
C Maude  (2-5  tot  x Comdry  Kaapar 
(9-4V  3,  Bnada  FBgld  (9-1)  3 ran  DW,  dlst 
(M  Pipe)  Tote:  £1.40  Dual  P £1.40  CSF: 
n.7Z 

»-28  (2m  « HMe):  t,  BOWDEN  SUR- 
PRISE V Slattery  (15-1);  2,  Sukaafa  [4-1); 
*i  -toy  ton  Eaa  (11-8  tot.  9 ran.  2,  8.  [R 
' Baker  j Tote:  £21 30  £330.  £1 .70  £1 50  Dual 
P.  £9730  CSP  £83.48.  Trtcaat  £14133. 

4JM  (2m  IlOyda  Cli}:  1,  HMUHEU. 
Hosts,  c w«M  0-23:  a.  wa  in  The 
Wdoito  (9-4).  Two  ftnlahed.  4-9  to  DubalKL 
3 tan.  14.  (M  Hill)  TotK  £550  Dual  F:  £430 
CSF:  £12. 16.  NP  ImaUghL 
43S  (ton  If  Hdto):  1,  MELLOW  MAS- 
TEB,  C Maude  ( 15-8):  Llta  tom  (5-1  k 
3,  MoenBoM  Hacapada  (4-1)  6-4  to 
Prince  ot  Spados.  6 ran.  2X  4.  (N  Walker) 
Tote:  £350  £130  £230  Dual  F:  £730  CSP 
£1332. 

0.10  (ton  Of  Hdto)i  1.  UmHH— CLOSE 

Walked  Over.  (R  Frost).  NR:  Font  Romeu. 
PLACEPOn  £18950.  QIIADPOTiESOOO. 


Copper  Catda  (4-1).  4 ran.  1,  dtet  (j 
OumH)  Tote:  £130  Dual  F;  £220  CSP 
£028. 

3.15  (ton  If  Ch):1>  MERLINS  DREAM,  J 

A McCarthy  (7-2):  2,  Lay  R OH  (9-1);  3, 
Danpar  Baby  (5-1).  3-1  lav  Sheelln  Lad.  B 
ran.  x ix  (O  Sherwood)  Tote:  £539;  £1.70. 
£1.70,  £130  Dual  P.  £2*30.  CSF:  £2554, 
Trtcaat  £10035.  NR:  Carson  City. 

9J9 O Da  Hto>  1,  ROM  IMIMCM.  J 
Magee  (7-1);  *,  stao-PoBaldta  (9-*iavj:  3, 
CMmctom  (9-1).  ■ ran.  Ml  IX  (J  Moon) 
Tots:  £1000  £250.  £130.  £1.70.  Dual  P 
£1230  CSP  £2351.  Trleast  £124^7. 

ASS  (ton  31  CBfr  1,  TIAPLANTER,  Mr  B 
PDUocfc  (4-9  to):  2,  Tdfhmt  Oeerpa  (5-2); 
3,  Mofeatton  Lad  (7-1)  3 ran.  IB.  dWL  (Miss 
C Saunders)  Tote:  £150  DvaJ  F:  £1 30  CSP 
£139. 

455  (2m  Hcfle>  1,  RMO  OF  VISION,  J 
Magee  (9-4);  2,  Jamaican  FtliW*  (26-1):  3, 
Rtatop  P«myh  (3-1).  2-1  to  Mr  Daray.  10 
ran.  IX  4 (C  Mann)  Tote:  £350;  E1.1Q.E4. 40. 
£150.  Dual  F:  £2730  CSF:  £5551. 
PLACEPOTiETSm  QUADPOTt  E2B50. 


3.1 5 (ton  4f  1 1 0yda  Kdto)l  1,  HAVAAM, 

T J O'Sullivan  (2-5  to);  2,  Arropaot  Hah- 
(1S-1);  3,  r ■mall  (7-2).  4 ran.  Nk.  2X  (K 
BaUay)  Tots:  El  .40.  Dual  F:  £7.80.  CSF: 
£6.78. 

UO  (ton  at  Ch>  1,  OOOD  FOR  A 
LAUOH,  O Bunows  (7-21;  2.  Astral  to«P- 
ston  (12-1);  3,  Faky  Park  (11-1).  11-4  to 
Turpin's  Oreen.  12  ran.  15.  5.  (A  Hobbs) 
Tote:  £3.90;  £150.  E330.  £9.10.  Dusl  F: 
£26.70  CSP  C6D5A.  Trleaac  £42032.  MFC 
CtrnrUe  PsrroL  Spy  Dessa. 

3JW  (3m  1 1 0yda  IMi)i  1,  EL  FTtEDDBL 
Q Upton  (5-2  to);  2,  Eeechftald  Plyor 
(13-1);  LCWwsel  Nawa  (8-1).  1 2 ran.  Ml  , 
a.  (J  OM)  Tote:  £430:  £150  £3.10.  £3.40. 
Dual  F:  £19.70.  CSF:  £3450.TriC88C  £21 151. 
Wte  Blazing  Mlrade.  Joy  For  Lite. 

450  (3m  Sf  CJs>  1,  GRIZZLY  BEAR,  J 
Culloty  (14-1);  2,  Lock  Oman  Ratal 
(7-4):  A Final  Seal  (13-8  to)  7 ran.  2 22.  (R 
Stronge)  Tate:  £1250;  £350,  £150  Dual  F: 
C19AO  CSF:  C3B.7S. 

*5S  (3m  Ckk  1,  CARLINQFORO 
LAKES,  Q Upton  (3-1  h 2,  BaByaa  Boy 
(11-4);  3,  Dark  Oefc  (5-1).  7-4  to  Imperial 
Vintage.  5 ran.  18,  O (T  Thonwon  Jones) 
Tote:  £430  £150  £150.  Dual  F:  £530.  CSP 
£1150  Ml:  Fiddlers  Pike. 

5.10  (2m  4f  IlOyda  Hdtk  1,  MOTO- 
QUA,  Mr  R ThorMon  |B-4):  2,  Kaytoto 
Carousal  (16-1);  A Rtoariraak  Roaa 
(10-1).  1i-a  to  Fantasy  Une.  B ran.  6. «.  (D 
Meholaon)  Tote:  £270:  £130.  £4  00.  £150. 
Dual  F:  £3930  CSP  £2332  ML-  Claudia 
Electric. 

PLACSPOT:  £18340.  QUAOPOn  £10070 

WETHER  BY 

2.15  (2m  Tf  Htfleli  1,  BARTON 
KBOHTS,  P Niven  (5-2  (Ma»):a.  MaiaM 
(11-4);  3,  Maidoed  (33-1).  5-2  Jt-to  Five 
Rags.  9 ran.  X 7.  (Mrs  M Reveley)  Tote; 
£350  £1  AO  £130  £750  Dual  F:  C3.BL  CSF: 
£854.  Trleaac  £17088.  NR:  Crazy  Horse 
Dancer.  GreenfleM  Manor. 


2-45  (ton  4*  IlOyda Cb)i  1,  BMQHTIR 
SHADE;  P Mven  (10-11  law);  2,  toiflytom 
(5-1);  3,  Oeldan  HaHa  (13-8).  4 ran.  3. 12 
IMre  M Reveley)  Tote:  El. BO.  Dual  P E350 
CSF:  £5.40 

3.1 5 (ZnOil,  OOOD  VISES,  LWyer  (4-11 
to);  2,  Ardanooh  Prinoa(3-1):  3,  Marita 

*■“»  (33-1)-  8 ran.  3.  25.  (T  Easerby)  TotK 
£150  £130  £1.10,  £450  Dual  P £1.40  CSP 
£153. 

3^5  (3m  If  Cbji  1,  KEHMORS-3PNSD, 
Richard  Guoat  (5-1);  2,  Daap  Pactatan 
(7-1);  a,  Royal  Vacation  (4-1).  5-4  to 
Random  Harvest.  5 ran.  1 7. 4.  (Mrs  3 Smith) 
Tote:  E5.70C  £200.  £220.  Dual  P £1550  CSF: 
0232 

4.15  (ton  If  Cta>  1,  KBfOft  SaHHON,  L 
Wyer  (9-2);  2,  Tloo  OaM  (7-Tfc  3,  Can! 
WsnUiiia  (11-2).  evens  to  Gaelic  Blue.  6 
ran.  11,  IX  (P  Beaumont)  TotK  E5.10  E2.10. 
£3.40  Dual  F:  £2850.  CSP  £3210. 

4-45  (2m  Hdlo*  1.  KKRCHEM,  Mrs  S 
Grard  (8-1);  2,  TntaVddi  (7-1);  a. 
Mthfol  Hand  (3-1).  evens  to  Fiyup  Satel- 
lite. 10  ran.  IX  12  (C  Grant)  Tots.  £1030 
£250.  £1.80.  £150  Dual  R £4050.  CSP 
CB1 53.  Tricest  £19458. 

PLACEPOT.  C19OQ0.  OUADPOIlC2B5a 


LOO  (2m  Hdtaji  1,  ms  Bl,  L Cummins 
(2-1  b-Cav):  XRoynt  Rater  (14-1);  3,  Naat 
Faoi  (2-1  ft-to).  9 ran.  IX  IX  (P  MchoHs) 
Tote:  £210:  £150.  £350.  £i-«a  Dual  F: 
£1270.  CSF:  £3152 

UO  (3m  If  IlOyda  Chjt  1,  StHOU- 
SAVBR,  M Berry  (5-1).  2,  DrantaU  (4-7 
to).  Two  finished.  8 ran.  20.  (C  Brooks) 
Tola:  CBL40;  £230  £150  Dual  P C290.  CSF: 
£8.70  NR:  Pdcalre  Gsolthe. 

EDO  CBan  Hdtai):  1,  PROUD  IMAOB,  R 
Hobson  (2-1  >;  2,  Mb  CbemmaEto  (5-1 );  3, 
Afcnapn  (3-1).  B-4  to  Heel  CsdeL  5 ran.  5. 
10.  (G  McCourtj  Tote:  £240:  Cl.40,  £230 
Dual  F;  £1150.  CSR  £1251. 

3J»  (2m  Bf  Hdla>  1,  SEVSO,  P Hanley 
(11-2);  2,  Mtaa  Mmlanlrt  (4-1);  3,  Vkrtapa 
C3bs»  (9-1).  5-6  to  SanKrila  Boy.  4 ran.  2 
din.  (R  Baker)  Tote:  £950.  Dual  F:  0350. 
*JOO  (2m  Cti)t  1 , CORPUS,  D J Kavarwwft 
112-1);  2.  OHm  Duckett  (11-2).  Twofftt- 
Isned.  13-8  to  Norihern  Singer.  6 ran.  25.  (R 
Hodges)  Tots:  £1150:  C3.20.  £250  Dual  F: 
£1950  CSF:  £51.79.  NR:  Beau  Bablllard. 
CSP  £2257 

450  (2m  Bf  Ktflefr  1,  mjaWOTOH,  P 
H*da  0-4);  2.  tadhetasy  Boy  (16-1):  3, 
H»Hd  Oam  (7-2).  evens  to  Mr  Strong 
Gale.  8 ran.  IS.  3X  (J  Ghtard)  Tole  £350 
£150.  £450  £1.10.  Dual  F:  £4650.  CSF; 
C37A3. 

FLACVOT;  £56650  QUADPOTt  Not  won. 


355  (Irfati  Orand  Nathmaf  Cb  3m  Sfjil, 
MUDAKM,  j F Tlthnr  (13-2):  a.  Amble 
Speedy  114-1);  3,  Tim  Drey  Noah  (9-2 
to):  4,  radon  (8-1).  20  ran.  sn  nd.  u. 
[Mrs  J Pitmen)  Tote:  £5.00;  £1.40  C2SO 
£250  £150  Dual  P.  £9000  CSF;  £7954. 
Trtcast:  £427.72  NR-  Royal  Moumbrowna 


uo  (2m  ir>  t,  BBonfsit  of  nus,  a 
Leo  (9-4  to):  2,  What  A Mdtar  (33-1);  3, 
KM  Soaarda  (14-1L  70  ran  5.  4.  (Mrs  M 
Revel uy)  Totw  £450  £350  £750  £250 
Dual  F:  M05O  CSF:  0450 

PLACBPOTi£71.BOl  QUADVOTIE24.B0. 
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Soccer 


First  Division:  Queens  Park  Rangers  2,  Wolves  2 

Wolves  f ightback 
delays  Bolton  party 


Martin  Thorpe 


O NOT  be  misled  by 
[reports  that,  mathe- 
fmatically,  Bolton 
can  still  be  denied 
promotion  after  this  result 
There  is  a difference  between 
mathematics  and  semantics. 

For  Wolves  to  catch  Colin 
Todd’s  team  they  must  win 
their  remaining  six  games 
and  score  29  goals  while  Bol- 
ton would  have  to  lose  their 
last  six  without  scoring. 

There  Is  about  as  much 
chance  of  that  as  there  being 
a spaceship  behind  the  Hale- 
Bopp  comet  So  congratula- 
tions Bolton,  and  the  next 
question  is  what  chance 
Wolves  or  QPR  following  the 
Burnden  Park  stars? 

One  needs  a strong  seat 
edge  to  support  Rangers.  Yes- 
terday's performance  was  a 
nail-biting  microcosm  of  their 
season,  impressive  in  parts, 
woeful  in  others. 

They  could  have  scored  five 
in  the  first  half  to  further 
spark  their  play-ofis  hopes 
but  managed  just  two  and 
found  themselves  hanging  on 
against  a Wolves  side  who  be- 
latedly woke  up  to  the  fact 
they  were  fighting  to  stay  in 
contention  for  the  second 
automatic  promotion  place. 


It  was  just  like  Rangers’ 

season.  Three  league  defeats 
In  November  were  followed 
by  four  successive  wins;  eight 
games  without  a win  early 
thiQ  year  were  followed  by 
four  wins  out  of  five.  That 
Rangers  are  still  sniffing  a 
play-off  place  come  Easter  is  a 
minor  miracle  in  Itself, 

Despite  the  absence  of  the 
injured  Sinclair  they  came  off 
the  back  of  Saturday’s  win  at 
Oxford  to  produce  their  best 
football  of  the  season  for  the 
first  35  minutes. 

The  Bull-less  Wolves  looked 
like  relegation  candidates  as 
Peacock  and  Spencer  carved 
large  holes  in  the  old-gold  de- 
fence and  a stream  of  blue- 
and-white  shirted  team-mates 
queued  up  to  swing  in  24- 
carat  crosses. 

Rangers’  first  goal  came  on 
14  minutes  when  the  smallest 
man  on  the  pitch.  Spencer, 
outjumped  one  of  the  tallest. 
Curie.  The  second  followed  on 
the  half-hour  when  Peacock 
chested  down  Barker’s  cross 
and  slammed  in  from  dose 
range. 

The  Wolves  manager  Mark 
McGhee,  who  admitted  after- 
wards that  he  got  his  team 
selection  wrong,  instigated  a 
re-design  soon  after  QPR’s 
second  goal,  bringing  on 
Thomas  to  coagulate  the  de- 


fence and  Law  to  silence 
Dichlo. 

By  closing  Rangers  down 
and  defending  in  numbers. 

Wolves  started  to  control  the 
match.  Their  first  goal  was 
somewhat  controversial, 
Sommer  dropping  the  ball 
after  a high  challenge  by 
Roberts  which  normally 
would  have  been  deemed  a 
foul.  Not  this  time,  and  Good- 
man lashed  home  the  loose 
ball. 

The  equaliser  came  midway 
through  the  second  half  when 
Goodman  fell  under  a sand- 
wich challenge  from  Maddix 
and  McDonald.  Curie  con- 
verted the  penalty 

The  result  means  another 
two  points  lost  in  Rangers’ 
play-off  calculations.  For 
Wolves,  three  straight  defeats 
and  th  is  draw  leave  Barnsley 
favourites  to  grab  the  second 
automatic  promotion  spot 

Still,  nothing  is  certain, 
though  one  thing  is  Tor  sure: 
should  either  team  go  up  they 
will  need  a massive  re-fit  to 
last  five  minutes  in  the 
Premiership. 

OPRi  Sommer  MaddU.  BrovetL  Banker 

(Ouasnie.  77mm;.  McDonald.  Yales. 
Spencer.  Peacock.  Dichlo  (Slade.  77}. 
fmpoy.  Murray. 

WohMc  Stoweli:  Smith,  Froggoo.  AtKins. 
Venus  [Law.  40).  Curia.  Corlca  (Thomas. 
331.  Ferguaon.  Roberts.  Goodman, 
Osborn. 

S J Baines  (Chesterfield}. 


Marching  orders ...  the  referee  Graham  Frankland  orders  Lou  Macari  from  the  Pulse  Stadium,  pitch  yesterday  after  the  Stoke  manager  became  incensed 
by  a penalty  decision,  resulting  in  the  Stoke  defender  Signrdsson  being  sent  of£  and  then  a Bradford  player  only  being  booked  for  a challenge.  “I  accept  the 
referee  make  a with  the  penalty,  but  what  I can't  accept  Is  that  he  should  make  two  mistakes,”  Macari  said  later.  Bradford  won  1-0. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  JOHN  VARLEY 


Reading  1,  Barnsley  2 

Liddell  things  mean  a lot 


John  Duncan 


I ARNSLEY  may  not  be 
j fashionable  and  not  too 
‘many  £20,000-a-week 
Premiership  fency-dans  will 
look  forward  to  visiting  but,  if 
the  south  Yorkshire  club  con- 
tinue to  play  like  this,  they 
will  deservedly  go  up  and  they 
could  have  the  staying  power 
to  last  Only  the  refereeing 
prevented  them  from  over- 
whelming Reading  yesterday. 

They  overwhelmed  Reading 
with  an  encouraging  arro- 
gance Inside  the  drat  five 
minutes  and  then  kept  the 
home  side  comfortably  at  bay. 
First  Liddell  wriggled  past  his 
man-marker  McPherson  on 
the  right  of  the  area  and  put 
in  a low  right-foot  shot  that 
took  a heavy  deflection  off  the 
Reading  defender  Holsgrove 
only  three  yards  out  The  ball 
spun  wickedly  and  then  drib- 
bled slowly  past  the  feet  of  the 
prone  Mautone  in  goal. 

Reading  bad  self-destructed 
within  90  seconds  and  they 
should  have  faced  a mission 
impossible  two  minutes  later 
when  Marcelle,  the  Trinida- 
dian striker  who  arrived  via 
Portugal,  lifted  the  ball  over 


the  last  defender  Gooding  and 
was  through,  one-on-one  with 
the  goalkeeper,  only  for  Mau- 
tone to  save  at  his  feet 

"It’s  just  like  watching 
Brazil,”  sang  Barnsley’s  fans 
in  permissible  exaggeration. 
There  was  certainly  nothing 
that  would  have  disgraced  the 
Premiership  In  the  team’s 
□eat  approach  and  deter- 
mined, effective  attacking. 

Liddell  emphasised  Barns- 
ley’s superiority  by  scoring 
their  second  on  16  minutes. 
Gooding  was  trying  to  clear 
but  the  ball  cannoned  wildly 
low  and  hard  across  the  area 
for  the  striker,  reacting  first,  to 
clip  the  ball  to  the  goalkeeper’s 
left  from  near  the  spot. 

Divine  intervention  looked 
Reading’s  only  hope  and  thus 
let  It  be  written  that  the 
Barnsley  defender  Moses  was 
judged  to  have  given  away  a 
very  dodgy  penalty.  Whether 
a flaming  bush  obscured  the 
referee's  view  or  not  the  foul 
that  he  saw  when  Nogan  fell 
half-heartedly  under  no  chal- 
lenge from  Moses  was  not  vis- 
ible to  anyone  dee  in  the 
ground,  apart  from  the  Read- 
ing management  of  course. 
Morley  converted  the  kick. 

•The  referee  was  bloody 


atrocious,”  said  Danny  Wil 
son,  the  Barnsley  manager. 
“He  was  diabolical.  Some  of 
his  decisions  were  amazing 
and  I couldn't  believe  the  pen- 
alty. It  was  a joke  and  it  got 
them  back  in  the  game.” 

Suddenly,  with  Barnsley 
riled,  it  was  more  like  watch- 
ing Uruguay  as  the  late  chal- 
lenges and  needling  came  to 
the  fore,  though  not  enough  to 
justify  the  eight  bookings. 

Happily,  the  feuding 
stopped  and  the  football  re- 
started in  a second  half  of 
more  even  quality  and  tem- 
pers. Reading  rarely  gave  the 
Barnsley  goalkeeper  Watson 
any  rhones  to  distinguish 
himself;  Lovell  and  Nogan 
were  the  chief  culprits  in  this 
respect,  their  weak  shots 
troubling  only  the  ball-boys. 

Barnsley  could  have  gone 
further  ahead  when  their  sub- 
stitute, the  Croatian  Under-21 
Bosancic,  played  a one- two 
only  to  be  thwarted  at  the 
death  by  Blatherwick. 

Hnurffcigi  Mautane;  Barnal.  Parkinson 
(Caskey.  77mln).  Gooding,  Blatharwtch, 
McPherson.  Holsgrove.  Williams  (Quinn, 
77).  Money  (Lovell,  47).  Nogan,  Boom. 
Barnsley:  Watson:  Eaden.  Appleby 
(Bosanclc,  50).  Sheridan,  Mosoa.  De 
Zeeuw.  Hendrle.  Redlearn,  Liddell. 
MarceUe.  Thompson. 

5 Bennett  (Redhfll). 


Lifeline  for  Bournemouth 


Bournemouth,  the 

Second  Division  club 
struggling  with  debts 
of  £4.7  million,  have  been 
rescued  by  their  own  sup- 
porters. the  chairman  of 
the  club's  trust  fund,  Tre- 
vor Watkins,  claimed 
yesterday. 

Watkins  added  that  de- 
tails of  "Europe’s  first  com- 
munity-owned club”  would 
be  announced  to  the  crowd 
before  Bournemouth's 
league  game  against  Stock- 
port  at  Dean  Court  tonight. 

Representatives  of  the 
trust  fund  headed  by  Wat- 


kins and  other  prominent 
supporters  to  stave  off  liq- 
uidation have  been  negoti- 
ating throughout  the  Eas- 
ter weekend  with  creditors 
Including  the  Inland  Reve- 
nue, which  is  owed 
£250,000,  and  Lloyds  Bank, 
which  claims  to  be  owed 
£2.2  million. 

The  club  has  been  on  the 
brink  of  going  out  of  bnsi-. 
ness  on  several  occasions 
but  a public  appeal  has 
raised  £160,000  and  more 
than  £1  million  has  been 
pledged  by  individuals  and 
local  businesses. 


An  agreement  is  believed 
to  have  been  reached  in 
principle  to  boy  the  club 
from  Lloyds  Bank,  which 
sent  In  the  receivers  two 
months  ago.  Bourne- 
mouth’s latest  stay  of  exe- 
cution was  granted  in  Liv- 
erpool only  11  days  ago.  It 
elapses  on  May  15. 

Yesterday  Watkins  prom- 
ised that  bis  announcement 
to  Bournemouth  support- 
ers at  tonight's  match 
would  assure  them  that  the 
club’s  long  High  Court 
battle  for  survival  has  been 
successful 
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Watson  rules 

until 

summer 


Ian  Ross 


DAVE  Watson.  the  club 
captain,  was  yesterday 
handed  the  task  of  preserving 
Everton’s  Premiership  status. 

Only  four  days  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  manager  Joe 
Royle,  the  35-year-old  de- 
fender was  installed  as  care- 
taker-manager until  the  end 
of  the  season.  Watson  will 
work  alongside  Royle's  for- 
mer assistant  Willie  Dona- 
chie,  whose  future  will  be  dis- 
cussed in  the  summer. 

Peter  Johnson  is  aware  that 
if  the  club  are  relegated,  he 
would  be  unable  to  lure  a 
high-profile  candidate  to  Goo- 
dison  Park.  Hie  chairman’s 
first  choice  is  the  Barcelona 
coach  Bobby  Robson,  his 
second  the  German  striker 
Jurgen  Klinsmann, 

If  Bobby  Robson  is  to  accept 
Johnson's  invitation  he  could 
well  find  himself  working 
alongside  Bryan  Robson,  the 
man  who  captained  England 
during  his  spell  as  national 
team  manager.  Johnson  is  be- 
lieved to  be  keen  to  reunite 
the  two  on  Merseyside. 

• Patrick  Glenn  adds ; Fergus 
McCann,  the  Celtic  chairman, 
yesterday  dismissed  as  “mali- 
cious gossip”  suggestions  that 
he  has  approached  Wimble- 
don’s Joe  Kixmear  with  the 
offer  of  the  manager’s  job  at 
Parkhead. 


Huddersfield  Town  2,  Sheffield  United  1 

Tracey’s  game  to  forget 


David  Hopps 


SHEFFIELD  United  are 
suffering  what  their 
local  evening  paper. 
The  Star,  billed  as  the  long- 
est recorded  promotion  jit- 
ters in  history,  and  a ten- 
sion that  descended  around 
Christmas  showed  no  signs 
of  abating  yesterday  in  a 
chaotic  contest  which  in- 
cluded two  sendings-off  and 
arguably  two  own-goals. 

The  Me  Alpine  Stadium 
has  a futuristic  feel  bat  this 
Yorkshire  derby  was  decid- 
edly retro,  awash  with  jud- 
dering tackles  and  heart- 
rending mis  judgments. 
Defeat  for  United  could  be 
costly.  They  now  lie  five 
points  adrift  of  an  auto- 
matic promotion  place  and 
Barnsley,  optimistic,  inven- 
tive and.  more  to  the  point, 
second,  have  two  matches 
in  hand. 

With  United’s  first-choice 
goalkeeper  Alan  Kelly  on 
international  duty,  Simon 
Tracey  had  demanded  rec- 
ognition for  his  own  good 
form.  Sod’s  Law  duly  dic- 
tated that  disaster  should 
befall  the  stand-in,  but  for 


it  to  occur  after  40  seconds 
was  going  some.  Dalton  was 
credited  with  the  goal  — a 
soft  header  from  Beres- 
ford’s  cross  — but  it  should 
have  been  Tracey's,  the 
keeper  falling  to  his  left  to 
stop  the  ball  and  then  inad- 
vertently throwing  it  over 
the  line. 

Had  Huddersfield  then 
won  a penalty,  the  referee 
Wolstenholme  ruling  that 
Tiler  had  pushed  Facey  out- 
side the  box.  United’s  posi- 
tion would  have  deterlo- 


Cowan . . . looping  header 


rated  farther.  Instead  they 
equalised  when  Hutchison 
headed  bade  into  the  area 
and  Sinnott  hooked  the  ball 
resoundingly  past  his  own 
goalkeeeper. 

Huddersfield  restored 
their  lead  within  a minute. 
Beresfbrd’s  cross  was  half- 
cleared  and  Cowan’s  looping 
header  fell  beyond  Tracey 
and  flic  covering  Sanford. 

The  dismissal  of  Dyson 
for  a second  bookable  of- 
fence offered  United  hope, 
only  for  Henry  to  follow 
him  for  two  fouls  within 
five  minutes. 

United  were  never  more 
impressive  than  during  the 
last  20  minutes  when  Fjor- 
toft  and  Katchouro,  who 
both  began  on  the  bench, 
re-established  their  strik- 
ing partnership.  Many  in 
south  Yorkshire  axe  ada- 
mant that  Howard  Kendall 
must  restore  them  for  the 
rest  of  the  season. 

HuddarafMd  Town  Francis;  Jenkins. 
Edmondson.  Sinnott.  Cowan  (Gray, 
BOmHi).  Boroslord,  Dyson.  Browning. 
Dalton.  Facoy  (Burnatt,  52),  Glover 
(Edwards.  B8). 

Sheffield  Unlledi  Tracoy:  Ward. 
Holds  worth,  Tiler,  Sanford  (FJottoH.  57), 
White,  HutcidBOn  (Spacfcman.  h-f],  Henry. 
wniiehousB.  Waft  or.  Taylor  (Katchouro, 
69). 

Maw  E Wofatonholme  (Proton). 


Birmingham  City  0,  Charlton  Athletic  0 

Safe  and  sounding  hollow 


Tom  Evans 


A PLEASANT  afternoon 
in  the  St  Andrews  sun- 
shine served  only  to 
underline  the  accuracy  erf  the 
First  Division  table.  Neither 
Birmingham  nor  Charlton 
need  concern  themselves  with 
sleepless  nights  worrying 
about  relegation,  but  the  play- 
offs are  now  almost  as  inac- 
cessible for  both  clubs. 

As  Charlton’s  manager 
Alan  Curbishley  pointed  out, 
the  feet  that  both  teams  are 
safe  was  a contributory  fector 
to  the  stalemate. 

"We  came  into  the  gum* 
after  a great  win  at  West 
Brum,  and  in  the  first  half  my 
players  thought  they  just  had 
to  turn  up,"  be  said.  “We  bad 
a bit  of  a row  at  half-time; 
they  knew  they  hadn’t  done 
enough.  But  we  got  out  of  that 
mode  and.  if  anyone  was  go- 
ing to  score.  I felt  it  would 

be  us." 


However,  the  closest  Chari- 
ton came  to  a breakthrough 
was  by  way  of  an  own-goaL 
Birmingham’s  central  de- 
fender Dave  Barnett  reached 
Gary  Poole’s  5lst-minute  cen- 
tre ahead  erf  Carl  Leabum  and 
succeeded  only  in  nudging  it 
goal  wards.  The  goalkeeper 
Ian  Bennett  managed  to  claw 
the  ball  to  safety. 

Birmingham  also  fashioned 
a couple  of  good  chances.  Paul 
Furlong  saw  his  36-minute 
header  come  off  the  underside 
of  the  bar  and  Paul  Tait 
should  have  done  better  than 
volley  wide  when  he  had  time 
to  bring  Furlong’s  downward 
header  under  control  in  a 
promising  position. 

While  Birmingham's  £2.5 
minion  record  signing  dis- 
played considerable  power  in 
the  air,  he  was  rather  less 
than  competent  with  the  ball 
at  his  feet 

But  Birmingham's  manager 
Trevor  Francis  was  not  too 
harsh  on  his  players  as  they 


felled  to  follow  up  Saturday’s 
excellent  win  at  Crystal  Pal- 
ace. He  felt  that  the  heat  took 
its  toll  — particularly  as  the 
Blues  had  faced  a gruelling 
game  48  hours  earlier  while 
Charlton  had  been  resting. 

“We  were  asked  to  play  at 
3pm  on  Monday,  having  just 
played  on  Saturday,"  he  said. 
“You  can't  help  but  short- 
change the  public.  That’s 
what  having  a schedule  like 
this  leads  to.  The  tanks  were 
dry,  we’d  run  out  of  energy 
and  in  the  end  it  was  a fairly 
predictable  0-0. 

"If  we’re  going  to  play  on  a 
Monday,  both  teams  should 
have  the  problem.  It’s  totally 
unfair  that  one  has  had  10 
days*  rest” 


Birmingham  Cllyi  Banner!:  San, 
Grainger,  Johnson  (RoMnson.  SBmln). 
Ablett.  Burnatt,  Devlin.  Tall,  Furlong 
[Laog.  77).  Hughes  (Francis.  58). 
O'Connor. 

Charlton  AtUaUci  -Patlarnan:  Poole) 
Harness,  O'Connell,  Rufus.  Banner. 
Newton  (UsMo.  74.).  Leebum.  Robinson, 
Jonas.  KmseUa.. 

C wiftas  (Btaoemterf. 


Division  Three:  Swansea  City  2,  Chester  City  1 

Just  like  old  times  for  Molby  and  Ratcliffe 


Graharafl  Lloyd 


JAN  MOLBY  and  Kevin 
Ratcliffe  were  Merseyside 
rivals  in  their  derby  days 
when  Liverpool  and  Everton 
collected  League  and  Cup  tro- 
phies in  the  1980s.  The  former 
Welsh  captain  now  master- 
minds Chester's  promotion 
challenge  tram  the  dug-out, 
but  Molby  is  still  centre  stage. 

The  Dane  has  been  out  with 
groin  and  hamstring  injuries 
this  season  and  his  return  has 
been  vital  to  Swansea.  Ten 
days  ago  his  penalty  secured 
a point  against  Darlington,  on 
Saturday  a free-kick  and  pen- 
alty built  victory  at  Rochdale, 
and  yesterday  he  was  on  the 
spot  again. 

In  the  10th  minute  his  long 
throw  from  the  right1  was 
headed  back  by  Steve  Jones  at 
the  near  post  and  Penney  was 
brought  down  as  shaped  to  at- 
tempt an  Overhead  kick.  After 


a delay  while  the  referee  ex- 
plained his  decision  to  the  be- 
mused Chester  players, 
Molby  coolly  stepped  up  to 
score  low  to  Sinclair’s  right 

Flitcroft  hit  a post  for  Ches- 
ter before  half-time  but  six 
minutes  after  the  break 
Matty's  weak  corner  from  the 
left  was  touched  on  by  Ed- 
wards for  Torpey  to  head  his 
10th  goal  of  the  season. 

A similar  goal  on  the  hour 
involving  Alston,  Flitcroft 
and  Alsford  gave  Chester 
hope  of  at  least  a point  but 
despite  plenty  of  possession 
and  the  occasional  goalmouth 
skirmish  Freestone  was 
never  .seriously  troubled 
again.  Indeed.  Torpey  and 
Coates  both  hit  the  post  in  the 
89th  minute. 

•This  was  a great  result  for 
us,”  said  Molby.  “It  was  our 
second  win  in  three  days. 
We’ve  had  a good  Easter.” 

“Jan  did  all  right,”  Ratcliffe 
grudgingly. admitted.  “We’ve 


lost  oar  first  game  In  13.  It 
was  a good  penalty,  even 
though  it  shouldn’t  have  been 
given,  and  a bad  corner.”  He 
could  not  resist  adding:  “But 
Jan’s  playing  in  a style  that 
suits  him.  He  can  influence 
events  and  the  referee.  He 
sometimes  referees  the  game 
for  the  ref.” 

“That's  his  problem,  isn't 
itr  Molby  retorted.  “Kevin 
has  told  his  boys  to  kick 
everything  that  moved  in  the 
first  25  minutes.  That’s  when 
the  rtf  lost  the  plot  — not  be- 
cause I was  talking  to  him.” 

Swansea's  victory  takes 
them  four  points  ahead  of 
Chester  with  five  games  left, 
but  both,  managers  are  confi- 
dent of  reaching  the  play-offs. 

Swanaaai  cat*!  Fro  octane;  Tnaroaa,  Mila, 
wilisr  (Ampaou.  SflmlnJ.  Edwards,  s 
Jones.  Brayaon,  Penney.  Torpey.  Moby, 


Cheater  Cttyi  Sinclair:  Davldaon,  i 
JanMm,  RaM.  Woods.  Aitiord,  Riteroti, 
Prtaat.  J Jones  (Murphy,  Ml.  Milner. 
Alston. 

R Styles  (Waiarioovfllel. 


Norwich  City  1 , Oxford  United  1 

O’Neill  missed 


Nek  Hutchins* 


IF  Norwich  City  miss  a 
place  in  this  season's 
scramble  for  promotion, 
their  mwnagpr  Mike  Walker 
may  well  curse  the  tug  of  the 
Irish. 

Held  to  a frustrating  draw 
by  Oxford  United  yesterday, 
the  Canaries  will  look  rue- 
folly  at  the  substitutes’  bench 
in  Macedonia  tomorrow  night 
and  wonder  what  might  have 
been  had  Mick  McCarthy  not 
whipped  Keith  O’Neill  out  of 
Walker’s  play-off  plan. 

On  Saturday,  as  City  put 
their  promotion  push  back  on 
track  with  the  3-0  win  at 
Swindon  Town,  so  the  young 
Dubliner  proved  the  perfect 
foil  for  the  flying  Eadie  and 
the  streetwise  Fleck. 

Despite  his  recent  two- 
month  absence  with  ankle 
and  hernia  trouble  it  was  a 
display  of  sufficient  skill,  not 
to  mention  a simple  matter  of 
a goal  to  persuade  McCarthy 
to  make  the  21-year-old 
striker  a late  addition  to  the 
Republic  of  Ireland's  World 
Cup  squad.  Norwich  duly  suf- 
fered as  Oxford  wrested  a 
point  from  a one-sided  en- 
counter. 

T was  disappointed  to  lose 
Keith  O’Neill;  he’s  looked  a 
threat  since  he's  been  back 
but,  as  usual  we  get  them  fit 
and  they  get  them  for  the  in- 
ternationals,” said  Walker, 
forced  to  field  his  second-year 
trainee  Drewe  Broughton  in 
O'Neill's  absence. 

Educated  at  Bedford  Mod- 
ern School,  the  6ft  Sin 


Broughton  is  reckoned  to  fit 
City's  thoughtful  style  of  play. 
But,  as  Oxford  dung  on  to 
their  point,  so  a first-class 
hoodlum  from  the  roughest 
comp  might  have  served  Nor- 
wich’s needs  just  as  well 

The  home  side  were  sow 
Into  their  stride.  A sharp  ball 
from  Jackson  in  the  10th  min- 
ute sent  Eadie  squeezing 
through  a flat-footed  Oxford 
defence  and  he  tucked  a neat 
left-foot  shot  under  foe  ad- 
vancing Whitehead.  With  yes- 
terday’s strike  marking  his 
ninth  goal  in  13  City  outings, 
the  England  Under-21  interna- 
tional remains  a class  apart  at 
this  level. 

Once  Moody  had  fought  an 
apparent  lost  cause  and 
pulled  foe  ball  back  for  Mas- 
sey to  level,  so  Norwich  were 
left  to  contemplate  a host  of 
missed  chances.  Only  Ips- 
wich’s defeat  at  Grimsby 
lightened  the  Bank  Holiday 
mood. 

“It's  still  wide  open:  it  could 
even  go  down  to  goals 
scored,”  was  Walker’s  read- 
ing of  the  push  for  that  prized 
ticket  to  the  Premiership. 

As  for  United’s  Denis 
Smith,  he  offered  the  Norwich 
feithfol  a neat  line  in  unden 
statement  “We  set  out  to 
frustrate  them  and  afoieved 
that  to  a certain  extent”  Com- 
pletely would  have  been 
nearer  the  mark. 

Nanrieti  CBys  Gunm  Newman.  Jacteon. 
Crook.  Bradshaw  (Pulsion.  77).  Satch. 
Adams.  Flock.  Broughton  [Forbes.  BO], 
Milligan.  Eadie. 

Oxford  United!  Whitehead:  Robinson, 
Ford.  Smith.  Purse.  Gilchrist.  Murphy 
(Beauchamp.  B0).  Gray.  Moody  lAMrtdga. 
70).  Jemson.  MavwyJReforeei  J KWdJy 
(Sheffield). 


Ireland  face  Cup  qualifier 
without  injured  McGrath 


PAUL  McGRATH  was  left 
behind  yesterday  when 
the  Republic  of  Ireland  flew  to 
Skopje  for  tomorrow’s  World 
Cup  qualifier  against  Macedo- 
nia because,  the  manager 
Mick  McCarthy  said,',  there 
was  no  chance  of  him  being 
fit  to  play. 

The  Derby  County  de- 
fender, who  was  hoping  to 
win  his  84th  cap,  has  twice 
dropped  out  late  from  previ- 
ous international  trips  under 
foe  farmer  Republic  manager 
Jack  Charlton  leading  to 
major  inquests.  But  their  was 
no  controversy  this  time.  Mc- 
Carthy insisted:  “It’s  unfortu- 
nate but  there  was  no  point  in. 
bringing  him.  £aul  is  injured 

and  would  have  no  chance  of 
playing  on  Wednesday.” 

The  37-year-old  McGrath, 
Ireland’s  record  cap  holder, 
made  an  Impressive  interna- 
tional comeback  against 
Wales  last  mouth.  But  has 
now  damaged  an  Achilles  ten- 
don in  training. 


“It  is  foe  bard  training 
grounds  that  are  to  blame, 
said  McCarthy.  “Paul  was  so 
sore  last  night  that  he  had  to 
sit  up  in  bed  with  his  leg  in 
ice.  I left  him  until  this  morn- 
ing hopeful  that  it  would  get 
better  but  in  feet  ifs  worse.  It 
has  swollen  right  up.” 

Patrick  Glenn  writes:  Colin 
Hendry,  the  Blackburn  de- 
fender, and  (he  Hibs  striker 
Darren  Jackson  led  foe  Scot- 
land sick  parade  before 
tomorrow’s  World  Cup  game 
with  Austria.  There  were  also 
mild  anxieties  about  the  goal- 
keeper Jim  Leighton  (swollen 
lipj'  and  midfielder  Paul 
McStay  (ankle  Injury). 

Jackson's  bruited  shoulder 
has  responded  to  treatment 
but  the  next  day  will  deter- 
mine whether  he  Is  available, 
though  Scotland  are  cau- 
tiously optimistic. 

Hendry  is  troubled  by  a 
groin  strain  which  will 
require  surgery  at  an  end  foe 
season. 


Pools  Forecast 
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Queen  of  8fe  * 


the  prelude 

to  tyre  wars 


Alan  Horny 
In  Sa©  Paulo 

Jacques  vm&neuve'g 

in  the  Brazil, 
ran  Grand  Prix  may 
have  signalled  that  it 
is  ousiness  as  usual  tor  the 
Wffltanu;  team  at  the  front  of 

**  Per®MTirance 
of  Olivier  Panla’s  Prost-Ligier 
in  finishing  third,  only  17.1 
seconds  behind  the  winner, 
strongly  suggests  that  an- 
other Formula  One  monopoly 
is  about  to  be  broken. 

Panls  was  running  on 
Bridgestone  rubber  in  what 
was  the  Japanese  company's 
second  outing  as  a full-time 
Fl  tyre  supplier;  it  is  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  Good- 
year — the  sitting  tenant  of 
the  tyre  supply  business  — 
are  under  serious  pressure. 

The  French  driver  was  de- 
lighted with  his  tyres  but 
tribute  to  the  team’s  new 
owner  Alain  Prost,  the  four- 
times  world  champion.  “Alain 
has  lots  of  experience  at  every 
circuit  and  with  many  cars,” 
said  Fanis.  “I  settled  the  car 
set-up  with  my  gnginwor  and. 


egy,  it  was  Alain  who  pushed 
for  one  {pit}  stop.  I pushed  for 
It,  too,  because  the  tyre-wear 
figures  were  fantastic." 

Damon  Hfli,  whose  Arrows- 
Yamaba  ran  as  high  as  fourth 
before  making  its  single  pit 
stop,  echoed  Panls*s  senti- 
ments. “The  Bridgestone  per- 
formance is  very  encourag- 
ing," he  said.  "They  are 
taking  things  quite  conserva- 
tively, 1 suspect  because  they 
do  not  want  to  be  seen  to  have 
any  obvious  problems.  The 
tyres  were  almost  hard 
enough  to  go  the  fbD  distance 
art  a single  set.  When  we  get 
back  to  Europe  Z think  they 
might  be  a little  more  ambi- 
tious. I am  very  optimistic." 

Striking  a balance  between 
grip  and  durability  is  the  key 


to  making  a,  successful  Fl 
tyre.  Goodyear  know  more 
about  this  than  any  other 
company  but  the  signs  are 
that  Bridgestone  may  dose 
the  gap  quicker  than  many 
expected,  sparking  the  first 
serious  Fl  tyre  war  since  Ml- 
chelin  unseated  Goodyear  as 
champions  In  1384. 

Whan  Bridgestone  arrived 
on  the  scene  most  leading  Fl 
teams  played  safe  and.  stuck 
with  Goodyear.  With  big- 
money  retainers  and  huge 
technical  support  involved, 
they  felt  they  could  not  take 
the  risk.  It  now  seems  only  a 
matter  of  time  before  one  of 
the  established,  front  runners 
makes  the  switch. 

“Goodyear  have  Indicated 
that  they  might  take  quite  an 
aggressive  stance  if  any.  top 
team  tried  to  break  its  con- 
tract and  change  tyre  compa- 
nies,” said  the  wuiiamo  tech- 
nical director  Patrick  Head. 
"There  is  no  doubt  that 
Bridgestone  are  technically 
very  competent  and  will  do  an 
increasingly  good  job.” 

There  is  not  the  slightest 
suggestion  that  Wtlhamg  are 
thlnkine  of  cutting  their  long- 
established  Goodyear  ttoft.  Yet 
Ferrari,  Benetton  or  McLaren 
might  give  careful  thought  to  a 
switch  to  Bridgestone. 

On  Saturday  in  Sao  Paulo's 
Hotel  TTansamerica;  Prost  had 
a quiet  dinner  with  Vfflen- 
euve’s  manager  Craig  Pollock. 
It  may  have  meant  nothing  but  • 
Prosfs  team  will  have  works- 
Peugeot  engines  in  1998  and 
the  former  champion  has 
made  it  dear  that  be  has  not 
become  a team  owner  to  malm 
up  the  numbers. 

Villenenve's  contract  ex- 
pires at  the  raid  of  this  season  , 
and  Frank  Williams  is  I 
renowned  for  driving  hard  1 
bargains.  Bridgestone,  with 
last  year’s  world  champion  on 
their  books,  have  the  finan- 
cial musde  to  add  this  year’s 
to  their  stable  as  welL 


Leadingfrom  the  front . . . Jason  Plato’s  WHUams-Renantt  sets  the  pace  on  the  first  straight  but  he  was  soon  to  be  overtaken  by  his  team-mate  Alain  Menu  photograph  tom  jenkins 

Menu  relishes  his  Donington  Park  starter 


Amanda  Campbell  on  a lively  opening 
to  the  British  Touring  Car  Championship 


FOR  winner  read  WU- 
liams-Renanlt.  That 
was  the  message 
across  motor  sport 
this  Bank  Holiday  weekend 
as  the  opening  races  of  the 
1997  British  Touring  Car 
Championship  were  domi- 
nated by  the  B anbury- 
based  team  with  a perfect 
start  by  Switzerland's 
Alain  Menu. 

“It  was  more  than  I 
hoped  for,**  he  confessed, 
while  observing  that  for 


the  first  rime  wbi  w the  car 
made  Its  debut  in  1994,  the 
laguna  was  fully  prepared 
and  ready  for  the  first  race. 

It  is  all  a little  too  early  to 
start  faiMng  of  dead  Wwp 
and  new  kings  but  as  Frank 
Blela,  file  reigning  touring 
car  champion,  was  puffing 
off  his  helmet  only  two  laps 
into  the  first  race,  it  must 
certainly  have  crossed  a 
few  minds  in  the  30,000 
crowd. 

Jason  Plato’s  first  pole 


position  did  not  last  past 
the  first  corner  but  the 
works  driver,  in  his  first 
touring  car  race  at  Doning- 
ton Park,  finished  with 
only  his  Renault  team-nuts 
Menu  in  front  of  Mm-  A 
driver  who  is  not  only 
quick  but  diplomatic  will 
go  for. 

Having  kicked  open  the 
touring  car  door  and  taken  . 
pole  for  both  races,  the 
newcomer  was  not  about  to  I 
blow  his  bine-eyed  boy 1 
status  by  catapulting  his 
team-mate  into  the  gravel. 

Menu  was  the  least  of 
Plato's  problems  as  Rick- 
ard Rydell  in  the  new  Volvo 


S40  was  doing  his  best  im- 
pression of  an  over-excited 
mongrel  let  loose  in  the 
mating  season.  Plato 
proved  as  appropriate  a 
suitor  as  a black  widow 
spider.  In  his  close  pursuit 
Rydell  damaged  the  Volvo’s 
radiator  which  ended  Ms 
tenure  of  third  place,  leav- 
ing the  car  Mpih  and  dry 
tant&lhdngly  close  to  the 
chequered  flag.  Luridly  for 
the  Swedish  manufacturer, 
his  team-mate  Kelvin  Burt 
was  there  to  pick  up  the  p» 
sitton  and  the  points  for 
third. 

For  the  victor  of  the  first 
race,  the  day  at  Donington 


was  about  to  become  even 
brighter  in  the  second. 
Plato  was  caught  on  the 
line  by  his  team-mate  and 
Honda’s  Janies  Thompson 
but  Menu’s  long-suffering 
bridesmaid’s  role  behind 
Audi  last  season  has  left 
him  determined  to  grab  the 
bouquet  for  himself  *m« 
year;  he  took  the  lead  and 
did  not  bother  to  look  in  his 
mirror  until  the  chequered  . 
flag.  j 

If  he  had,  he  would  have 
seen  first  Thompson  and 
then  his  team-mate  Plato 
take  detours  on  to  the 
grass.  Thompson,  on  only 
the  second  lap,  was  under 


.pressure  from  the  latter, 
whose  engine  blew  after 
picking  up  debris  left  by 
Thompson’s  off-side.  With 
Plato  out.  Thompson 
| rejoined  the  race,  carving 
ont  a face-saving  sixth 
place. 

Is  the  king  dead?  He 
might  have  been  ailing  but 
it  is  not  quite  time  to  nail 
down  the  lid.  Biela  won 
both  these  races  at  the  cor- 
responding fixture  last 
year  and  after  his  pit-lane 
vantage  point  in  the  first 
race,  third  in  the  second 
one  must  have  raised  his 
spirits  on  the  journey  home 
to  Monte  Carlo. 


Squash 


Snooker 


Marshall  mellow  in  comeback  defeat  | 


Richard  Jago  in  Cardiff  sees  the  return  to 
competition  of  England’s  former  woffd  No.  2 


The  axeman  is  back. 
Peter  Marshall,  the  most 
successful  British  male 
player  since  the  heyday  of  Jo- 
nah Barrington  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a century  ago, 
returned  yesterday  from  a 
mystery  ailment  which  al- 
most ended  his  career  to  play 
a 48-minute  match  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Leekes  British 
Open  here. 

The  unique  double-handed 
player  will  bring  down  no 
trees  for  a while.  Marshall 
was  beaten  18-11.  15-8,  16-9 
by  Brett  Martin,  the  Austra- 
lian who  was  runner-up  in 
the  Super  Scries  finals  on  Sat- 


urday. But  the  return  of  the 
former  world  No.  2,  whose 
last  tournament  game  was  the 
defeat  by  Jansher  Khan  in  the 
final  of  the  1995  British  Open, 
brought  a prolonged  ovation 
from  the  gallery. 

Marshall’s  performance  did 
not  quite  match  the  mood. 
The  atmosphere  was  intimi- 
dating, his  length  was  too 
often  too  short  and  his  oppo- 
nent Is  probably  the  most 
gifted  destroyer  on  the  circuit 
of  anything  loose.  But  at  least 
the  25-year-old  Marshall 
knows  that  chronic  fatigue 
syndrome  should  be  a thing  of 
the  past  “It  was  just  so  good  ! 


to  step  on  court  again,”  he 
said. 

In  one  of  the  best  first- 
round  matches  in  the  67-year 
history  of  the  British  Open 
the  first  rally  lasted  65 
strokes  and  the  early  stages 
saw  Martin's  short-back- j 
swing  drive,  extravagantly  j 
angled  drops  and  brilliant 
wrong-footing  flicks  create 
complex  patterns  of  attack. , 
Marshall  ran,  retrieved,  dug 
the  ball  out  and  projected  one 
or  two  disguises  of  his  own  to 
climb  from  4-9  to  il-IL 

But  a short  backhand  and 
an  incorrect  guess  as  to  the 
direction  of  Martin's  straight 
backhand  failed  to  win  him  a 
let  and  two  penalty  strokes  In 
the  last  two  rallies  of  the  cru- 
cial first  game  changed  the 
course  of  the  match.  There- 


after Marshall  was  chasing 
shadows.  He  will  return  to  a 
harder  training  schedule. 

The  highest  ranked  Briton 
in  Marshall's  absence  has 
been  the  Scot  Peter  NlcoL 
But,  despite  four  years  of  try- 
ing, the  world  No.  3 had  not 
got  beyond  the  first  round  of 
the  British  Open.  Yesterday  it 
looked  like  a fifth  failure 
against  another  ’RngHshman, 
Paul  Johnson,  when  the  play- 
era  shook  hands  and  started  i 
to  come  off  court  thinking  it 
was  15-12  in  the  third  game. 

However,  the  referee  called 
them  back,  claiming  one  of 
Johnson's  drives  had  been 
down,  and  Nlcol  went  on  to 
save  two  match  points  and 
win  7-15,  16-17,  15-14,  15-7. 
15-6.  *1  may  have  broken  a 
spell,”  he  said. 


HUH  HUM  Ptesto  Bangor  2L  Lama  0: 
Nawry  0,  Omagh  Tn  1. 

PM  NATIONAL  LUUKNb  Proudon  Colic 
C 1,  Him  Harps  0. 

NOUCMaCilWMkmilow«*m* 

(total  an  s.  s,  7.  id.  is.  2a  32.  w.  «i.  m»- 
mt  Ann  (13):  1. 2.  19. 19.  16.  17.  ZT. 
26.  33,  38.  37.  38.  4S.  Ml  ttorac  Soar* 
tan  (8):  5.  8.  IS,  39,  21.  34.  35.  49.  Mo-  | 
aoora  drewa  (4):  1. 15. 16.  38. 


Rugby  Union 


Vm»  Twm  Ldn  Scottish  34.  WttaUaU  3. 
cun  MATCH:  LycUwy  43.  Stroud  22. 

HP —I  lib  Auckland  48.  Queensland  20- 

Rugby  League 

moms  sum  league 

■—■■■I  (14)  07.  Paris  (12}  **-  taMardr 
TWooi  Hogan  2,  Naylor.  Staff.  Qatar  Bta- 
tariey  5.  W Blakatwy.  Ms  TVIa* 
Bsrgman  3,  Bird  2.  Qatar  RoHnoon  9 
RIBS). 

M Halms  (22)  OS,  St  Hal—  Trim  1 

Hunts  3,  Amok).  Hammond.  Nawtowe.  | 
Ooritac  Briers  4.  IhiHlsfclr  Trim  Broad-  I 
bent.  Pinkney,  QrsHi  Aston  2 110344). 
Wbnhetoa  (22)  *8,  Wigan  (4)  04.  Mr 
riagtam  Mm  Totem  2.  Vagana  2. 
Penny.  SftaHonL  Oaataa  Roper  6.  Drape 
SbeOord.  INgara  Triaai  ETBaon  2.  A John- 
son. Murdock,  RadHnskL  OoriB  Farrell  2. 

P W D L F A Pta 

SHWaa 9 3 0 0 82  48  8 

BaMonf 3 3 0 0 6fl  62  0 

Bradford 2 2 0 0 88  38  4 

Laadoa 3 2 0 1 90  56  4 

Leads  _ 2 2 0 0 SO  40  4 

— r 3 2 0 1 6S  48  4 

an— 4 2 0 2 78  BB  4 

Paris 4 1 0 3 72  87  2 

m.SHiia 4 1 0 3 64  SB  2 

Waitoatua 4103  81152  2 

CaaHalurd  3 0 0 3 28  55  0 

Uflta 3 0 0 3 BS  97  O 

fhst  UlvfaioH 

P.wfaray  (8)  O.  HaO  (2)  15.  Cak.ri.uay 
Try*  Eaton.  Qaata*  Eaton  2.  Drop.  Eaton. 
Hnfe  Triaai  Darby,  Dtorty,  UaDcona. 
OoSioi  Hewitt  2 (1.B57). 

Writ  KB  (12)  SO.  Merida—  (3)  IB.  Hril 
Kfh  Triaai  CfiarabNlaln  2,  Gene.  Qod- 
bourne.  Rouse.  Qatar  II  Hatcher  3. 
WetMatfW  Trim  Campbell  Z Ooalsi 
KUctffn  2 CZ2O0L 

tMcaOsId  (8)  idk  HaddaraHsid  (IB)  40. 
HMsABM  Triaai  Kaeworthy.nka.Oosb 
Deris.  Htoiilirimidi  Dta  Ungar  2. 
Russatl  2,  Maradan,  SchoflaU.  Weston. 
Qatar  Wwitun  8 (3^01). 

■HW—  (20)  90,  Wldeaa  (8)  14. 
lMdlelMiraac  Trim  Joe,  Lester,  Learn- 


walta,  MuHorou.  tab 
Prep  ■ urisi  Joe.  Smttl. 
Myier  2.  Thomtoj.  Owsi 


Heraerlogtcn  B. 
■hriest  Triaai  D 

i LyWc  (1,305). 


Barrow  (10)  M,  Pnacot  (4)  4,  Barrow: 
Trioor  AtUnaon,  Hutton.  Maranod.  UCM- 
Inn.  Shaw,  Staler.  OaaAw  Marwoofl  & 
Breesab  Qarim  Msrfti  2 (781). 

Hue  lilt  (HQ  44,  Hsufadria  (7)  17. 
H—lsb  Trtara  CoaS  4.  Brook  2.  Maw- 
son,  Ptanfla.  Orator  Booth  6.  Noafcdatot 
Triaai  Burn.  Cmathar.  Hayes.  One  tor 
Oartand  2.  Dam  Garttend  (1.260). 
tmariilraly<(12)»1.Ba Hsp(10)44. 
• ■1|—  — — 1-^- 

nsy.  Sotoman,  Walsh-  Oris  Francis  4, 
Ruana  arm  Kuans.  Brileys  Triaai  Bar- 
nett. Price.  Tbwntoa.  Grate  Price  (483).  . 
Latah  («]  4,  Cafcli  (IS)  34.  Lalsfat 
Oeeba  PertBoS.  Cm  Brin  Triear  Rhodes 
2,  Tlwrtow  & UneOitae.  llamas.  Oral  si 
Rtcherdaon  S (1JS0Q. 

Volk  (24)  so,  Duauastsr  (0)  S.  Yarta 
Triaai  Fmnetrid  a Chapmen  2.  Ban. 
Oreea  PlnJor.  aria  Qreen  & Baiaa 
Ian  Trim  Udbory.  I Watson  (779. 


Cflv«  Evorton 

Mare  williams  scored 
241  points  without  reply 
against  Mck  Pearce  yester- 
day as  he  reached  the  last  16 
of  the  British  Open  at  Flym- 
outii  Pavflions. 

The  21-year-old  Welshman 
made  breaks  of  107, 57  and  77 
in  taking  the  first  three 
frames  and  gave  little  away 
thereafter  on  the  way  to  a 5-0 
victory. 

Only  Stephen  Hendry,  John 
Higgins  and  Ronnie  O’Sulli- 
van have  accumulated  more 
ranking  points  this  season 
than  Williams,  who  has  risen 
from  39th  to  16th  in  the  rank- 
ing and  earned  an  automatic 
first-round  place  at  the  World 
Championship  at  the  Crucible 


AUSIHALUM  SUPER  LEMBUB;  Brls- 
bSM  14.  Croradta  12  Canterbury  14.  North 
Queensland  16. 


Basketball 


HUi  Orlando  BB.  New  York  101:  Toronto 
102.  Wand  97:  Indiana  IIS.  La  CUppers  98 
(OS;  Cleveland  84.  Daltts  8%  Detroit  82. 
Phnadeipiiia  96;  Gotoen  Bare  102,  umne- 
sota  113;  Denver  BB.  Mllwaokee  9R  Phoe- 
nix 107,  Seattle  10B. 

Chess 

RUFOnaM  CtomNMY  mu. 
salt):  IkHflwl  laedarar  K Arrihamla 
(CeorflU).  M Quinn  (Ire),  J Roman  (Scot) 
Zk  B LUie.  E Slndlk  fCrol.  A Dumilnfllon 
png),  P Motwanl  (Sect),  B KaUy  (Ira)  SL 

Cricket 

THIRD  TBn  Brill priitsrm  W Indies  233 
and  140  (KuniriJta  6-0).  India  319  and  91  | 
(BUMP  4-22.  Rom  3-19;  Anbrou  3-36). 
W hxllae  won  by  3B  runs. 

OMB-DAY  MATCHi  Part  CHzalMrilu 
Soun  AlrtCl  221-8  (J  Xsnis  82.  J Rhodes 
ST;  DIM  3-18)  Australia  222-3.  Aia&Wla 
usm  Dy  seven  richets. 

Equestrianism 

HORSH  TRIALS  (Ston  Baton.  Someneq: 
AAommI  A:  i,  j Hamming.  PocflmHaln 
S3:  a E Wdtsoo,  Last  Of  The  (ms  54;  3.  L 
Tbompaon.  Wellon  Molecule  54.  w- 
rancid  Bi  1,  D Scade.  AHrad  ft  Church 
Ponn  48;  2.  A Htehobum,  Boctooy  Province 
48;  3,  B TriL  Aspyriog  «. 


Hockey 


ROHOPSAH  CVP  WWHBW  CUP)  Mm 

(RMdfcKfli  A ilhiislmi  ITeeh  ftedbocher 
7.  Raadtng  2.  3-4tk  onuMald  4,  Polo 
BercMona  i.  ■ dMdn  (Cardiff):  ptoah 
Siraltai  A Louvain  3.  a-ttft:  W Gnsritep- 
per  5.  Prague  2.  Woman  (UtrnchQi  A db- 
M0«  TUB  KimpOng  4.  IpewMh  1. 3-40 


Theatre  in  Sheffield  from 
Apr!  19  to  May  5. 

Pearce,'  whose  run  to  the 
semi-finals  of  last  year’s 
Sweater  Shop  International 
Open  enabled  him  to  drop  his 
sideline,  male  modelling, 
could  not  take  advantage  of 
some  chances  in  the  fourth 
frame,  which  he  lost  on  a tie- 
break  black. 

Steve  Davis,  who  had 
breaks  of  60,  76  and  66  in  his 
tidy  6-0  disposal  of  his  unre- 
lated namesake  Mark,  also 
reached  the  last  16. 

His  Benson  & Hedges  Mas- 
ters title  in  February  earned 
him  no  ranking  points  be- 
cause the  event  was  invita- 
tional but,  barring  a very  un- 
likely combination  of  results 
at  Sheffield,  his  top-16  status 
now  appears  safe. 


rioyrifc  RuawMioim  5,  Posmua  1.  B 
DMrion  (Cagliari):  Finak  Kofca  Boriapoi 
3.  Rasanu  2.  ■ OB  Vahoryfcsto-Glntra  2, 
Colwyn  Boy  a 


P1AYBR8*  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Ponto  Va- 
dra  Boach,  Flo):  Lradtoa  fbm  OMK«a  (US 
on  leas  stotod):  171  S ElUngioa  (Aus)  06. 
69. 68.  69. 171 S Hocfi  89,  71.  65,  74.  280 
L Roberts  70.  74.  67.  69.  *81  B Faxon  TO. 

69.  72.  TO.  xBZ  B Andrade  68.  72,  6&  74. 
283  T Lahman  67,  71 . 73. 72. 2S4  C Mont- 
Bomaria  (QB)  70, 70.  H,  73;  T TotlS8  70.  7D. 

71.  73;  M BrooH*  72.  66.  70.  74.  MS  F 
Couples  7t,  74.  71.  69;  R Coqhnm  67, 74, 

72.  72!  E Eta  (SA)  68.  71.  72.  74;  K Trlptott 
71, 68. 70. 70.  2B8  P Azlngar  72. 72. 71, 71; 
M Bradtoy  68.  74.  72.  72;  P StonhowsM  73, 
70. 71, 72;  D Edwards  67.  70. 70. 73;  F Funk 

71.  76.  80.  72:  S Appleby  (Aus)  71.  71.  70. 
74;  F ZoeUar  67.  72.  73.  74;  L IADS  68.  68, 
74.  76.  Alaar  288  N FUdo  (GB)  71.  72.  73, 

72.  *»  S Lyle  (OB)  BB.  74, 77. 60. 

LPOA  TOURNAMBWT  (Rancho  Wnw. 
CoUQ:  ItoHIni  Irird-nnd  (com  (US 
unlan  stotod):  876  B King  71, 67,  67.  71. 
278  K TschMtor  68.  76.  68,  70.  270  A 
Frubwhdi  69. 70. 68. 72;  K Robbins  70. 67, 
68.  74.  282  N Sown  70.  74,  70.  68;  L 
Hottatoy  (GB)  7a  72.  72,  68.  984  M B 
Zimmerman  75.  74.  72.  63;  H KoUqnaM 
(Japan)  72.  66.  71.  72;  A Sorenstam  (Swo) 

70.  72.  6B,  74. 388  U Morris  71. 75.  72.  67; 
D Andrews  73.  71.  72. 6ft  J Geddes  66,  TO. 
72.  70;  J Cratter  (AUS)  70.  71,  72.  72:  D 
Pappar  69,  70.  71.  73.  288  T Groan  72.  73, 

71.  TO  J Motor  72,  74,  69,  71;  M McGam 
74.  70.  71, 71;  L Neumann  (Swp)  74. 71.  09. 
72;  P Hens  74, 66.  n.  72;  L Darias  (GB1  TO 
70. 74. 72;  K MandwD  (Scot)  66. 73.  TO  74. 
Atom  287  T Johnson  (GS|  TO  72.  TO  72. 
282  A Mcbcdas  (OB)  72.  71.  77.  72. 

Australian  Rules 

apli  Easaadon  16.10  (106),  Carlton  ISA. 


Ice  Hockey 


HHU  New  Jersey  5,  LA  2;  Chicapo  3.  Bul- 
lalo  8 Detroit  0 (ot).  Anahatm  1;  Vancouver 
a Dallas  3:  St  Louis  3.  PtiUadalphia  2. 


Motor  Sport 


RAC  TOUMNO  CAR  crow  (Donington 
Pic):  Braid  fi  1,  A Menu  (Swftz)  Renault 
Laguna  29mtn  3b.777oac;  2.  J Plato  (GB) 
i RDnauU  Laguna  at  3.14286C;  3,  K Bun  (GB) 
Volvo  940  2HMV.  4.  D Leslie  (GB)  Nissan 
Frimera  24320;  5,  J Blnkflffe  (GB)  Audi  A4 
30541.  Round  Zx  1.  Menu  29A8.341;  2.  R 
Rydell  (Swo)  Volvo  S40  at  2-366;  3.  F Rela 
(Gar)  Audi  A4  4JB9.  Ouarato  1.  Uanu  30 
pto;  a Plato  14,  S=.  Burt  Blnldiffa.  Tar- 
qulnl.  Rydefi  12. 

Snooker 

BRITISH  OPM  (PtyiTiDutn);  Urol  rarak 
D Taylor  (M)  H S Murphy  (Ire)  6-2:  D 
ItouW  (Eng)  bt  B Sneddon  (Scot)  6-4. 
Bee  pint  raondi  S Davis  (Eng)  M M 
Darias  (Eng)  5-0;  G wndbooa  (Eng)  bt  D 
Henry  (Scot)  5-1. 

Squash 

BRITISH  OPEN  CTOHUTO  (Cardiff);  Fbri 
rum*  Mom  M Criraa  (Oxon)  bt  D Palmer 
(Aral  15-12. 15-10. 17-14;  B Martin  (Aus) 
M P Marshall  Otoba)  15-12.  15-fl.  16-9;  A 
HM  (Aus)  bt  A Thoren  (Swe)  17-15. 14-17, 

15- 11.  13-15.  15-12;  P Mod  (Scot)  bt  P 
Johnson  (Kent)  7-15,  16-17.  15-14,  15-7. 

16- 8.  Normal  8 IStzQarnM  (AUS)  bt  G 
3habaiM  (EgypQ  K H l-t  C MM 
(SA)  M T Shenton  (Bulls)  9-4.  9-e.  9-0;  L 
■nriog  (Aus)  bt  T Weeks  (Aus)  4-9.  9-2. 
9-4.  9-6t  N Orahignt  (SA|HUBdl  (Aus) 
9-6,  9-7. 10-8. 


Fixtures 


(7  30  unJese  stated) 

Soccer 

EUROPEAN  U-21  CHAMPIONSHIP 
199M6  QUAUFYDNk  Group  Fora; 

BeoBund  v Austria.  Orate  riririi  FYR 
Macodanla  v Rep  ot  Iretand  fU)). 
FRIENDLY  (Ml  MATCHi  Engtond  v 
Switzerland  (7MJ. 


Moor  Bournomouth  v Stockport  (7X5): 
Luton  v Bristol  City  (7.46);  Shrewsbury  v 
Burnley;  Walsall  v Chaslerflahl  (7.46). 
Third  DMolora  Brighton  v Bamri  (746). 
HOBH  LEAHUh  Proador  DMolow  Cola- 
nine  v OJenavon  (3.0);  Cnnadsre  v Oft. 
unvllla  (3.0 H Linflaid  v Ante;  Portadown  v 
Btantoran.  PM  Dhriatoar  Corrick  v Baity- 
mom  (3JJJ:  DkWtory  v BaOyctara. 
POWTINS  LEAGUE  (7J):  Premier  Dir- 
Went  Trenmere  « Shell  Wed.  pirate  Nona 
Co  v Port  VMk  Preoton  v Shell  l/t&  Wot- 

vortiompton  v Middlesbrough. 

AVON  WSURAHCE  COMBIMATIOHi 
nrata  Cardiff  V Ipswich  (10);  Griord  Utd  v 
C Palace.  Capa  Tottenham  v QPR. 

Rugby  Union 

WELSH  NATIONAL  LEAOUE,  PMt  Dh- 
lakMi  Canfffl  v Newport  (70):  Noam  v 
Pontypridd  (7.15). 

Rugby  League 

grouse  SUPER  tEAQIHa  Caatlaterd  v 
Bradford;  Halifax  v Leads:  OMham  v 
London. 

NATIONAL  CONPEKEHCEt  PrenJan 
Wigan  8t  Pawda  * urign  Miners. 


Sport  in  brief 


Hockey 

It  was  sliver  and  not  gold  for 
England  on  the  final  day  of 
the  European  Cup  Winners’ 
Cup,  writes  Pat  Rowley.  Read- 
ing were  outclassed  on  their 
own  pitch  and  lost  7-2  to  the 
German  club  Gladbacber  and 
Ipswich  Ladies  lost  the 
women's  final  4-1  to  the  host 
club  Kampong  in  Utrecht 

Golf 

The  world  No.  1 Greg  Norman 
will  prepare  for  this  year’s 
British  Open  at  Royal  Troon 
in  July  by  competing  in  the 
£800.000  World  Invitational  at 
Loch  Lomond  the  week  be- 
fore. The  Australian  joins  an 
impressive  entry  list  which 
includes  last  year's  British 
Open  champion  and  world 
No.  2 Tom  Lehman,  the  Euro- 
pean No.  1 Colin  Montgo- 
merie and  Nick  Faldo. 

Betsy  Sing,  the  41-year-dId 
American  who  had  not  won  a 
tournament  since  she  entered 
the  Hall  of  Fame  in  1995,  took 
her  third  Nabisco  Dinah 
Shore  title  at  Mission  HQls  in 
California. 

Rugby  Union 

Wellington  ended  the  Gauteng 
Lions’  winning  streak  with  a 
37-35  victory  at  Ellis  Park  in 
the  Super  12  series.  The  goal- 
kicker  Jon  Preston  kicked  22 
points  and  the  All  Black  full- 
back Christian  Cullen  scored 
two  of  their  three  tries.  Auck- 


land, who  defeated  Queens- 
land 49-28  yesterday,  remain 
the  only  team  unbeaten. 

Athletics 

John  Bicourt,  one  of  Britain’s 
leading  managers,  needed 
hospital  treatment  after  an 
incident  following  a road  race 
in  Welwyn  Garden  City  yes- 
terday, writes  Duncan 
Mackay.  Bicourt  suffered  a 
broken  nose  and  severe  fecial 
bruising.  John  Headley,  man- 
ager of  the  Kenya  runner 
Luka  Cherona,  was  later 
released  on  bail  by  the  police. 
Cherona  beat  Paul  Evans  of 
Britain,  who  is  managed  by 
Bicourt,  In  the  Puma  Cell 
five-mile  race  by  4sec  in  a 
record  22m  In  Msec. 

Cycling 

The  Russian  Dmitry  Kony- 
chev  won  yesterday’s  121-mile 
Walloon  Grand  Pdx.  Laurent 
Madouas  of  France  was 
second  with  Italy's  Davide  Ca- 
sarotto  third. 

Soccer 

The  Arsenal  midfielder  Pat- 
rick Vieira  has  retained  his 
place  in  the  France  squad  for 
the  friendly  against  Sweden 
at  Parc  des  Princes  tomorrow. 

PRANCE  SQUAD:  Oaalkaaparai 
Bartbsz  (Monaco).  Charbonnlar 
(Auxerra).  PafaHarai  Ban  (Barcelona). 
Maadaaa  (Monaco),  Camtota  (Roma), 
Dasamy  (Milan).  Lalgle  (Sampctorla). 
Tharaai  (Parma).  Mldflaldarai 
Daaobanpa  (Juvenlua).  DJaloa 
(Monaco).  Hava  (Lyon).  Makalala 
(Nantes).  Vlalra  (Araenai).  Zldaaa 
(Juvantua).  Forwards:  Be  (Bordaauk). 
DJortaraff  [Inter nazlonale).  Dagarry 
(Milan).  Kollor  (Karlsrune).  Loko  (Paris  31 
Garmahi). 


NEXT  SUNDAY 


The  State  To  Come 


X ■'  * .•  -tV 
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SportsGuardian 


THE  IRISH  GRAND  NATIONAL 


Formula  One 
viewers  kept 
out  of  picture 


First  footing . . . Jason  Utley,  who  won  the  Aintree  Grand  National  on  Royal  Athlete  in  19G5,  brings  Mndahim  (No.8)  safely  over  the  first  fence  yesterday 

Pitman  completes  full  house 


TOMBONAN 


Chris  Hawkins  sees  Mudahim  win  the 
closest  of  verdicts  at  Fairyhouse 


JENNY  PITMAN  completed 
her  collection  of  Grand  Na- 
tionals yesterday  when  Muda- 
taim  snatched  a desperately 
close  victory  at  Fairyhouse  in 
a race  punctuated  by  tragedy. 

He  was  challenged  to  the 
post  by  the  locally  trained 
Amble  Speedy,  who  managed 
to  put  himself  a neck  in  fhoot 
on  the  run-in  only  to  surren- 
der in  the  final  strides  as  Mu- 
dahim rallied  with  the  utmost 
gallantry. 

The  Irish  trainer  Noel 
Meade  lost  two  of  his  horses 
during  the  race  — Coq  Hardi 
Affair  and  The  Latvian  Lark 
— which  led  to  the  third-  and 
second-last  fences  being  omit- 
ted from  the  race  while  the 
horses  were  tended  to. 

That  left  a near  half-mile 
gallop  before  the  last  fence, 
which  troubled  Mudahim 
more  than  it  did  Amble 
Speedy  and  was  almost  his 
undoing.  The  two  stricken 


horses  were  subsequently  put 
down. 

"He  was  enjoying  his  jump- 
ing and  would  have  won  no 
trouble  if  it  weren't  for  the 
they  hadn’t  dolled  off  two  of 
the  last  three  fences.  But  on 
the  long  run  to  the  last  he 
began  pricking  his  ears  and  I 
thought  we  were  scuttled.  Tm 
surprised  and  obviously  de- 
lighted that  the  verdict  has 
gone  our  way,"  said  the  win- 
ning jockey,  Jason  Titley. 

The  judge's  verdict  that  the 
13-2  chance  had  won  sur- 
prised most  of  the  crowd  and 
— more  important  — the 
horse's  trainer.  '"That  was  a 
real  thrill."  said  Pitman.  .“I 
thought  he  was  beaten  and  so 
did  Jason.  We've  now  won  the 
loL" 

Titley  seems  to  be  her  lucky 
jockey.  He  was  on  board  when 
Royal  Athlete,  a rank  out- 
sider. won  at  Aintree  two 
years  ago.  She  has  also  won 


that  race  with  Corbiere  hav- 
ing taken  the  Scottish  with 
Willsford,  the  Welsh  with 
Burro  ugh  Hill  Lad  and  the 
Midlands  with  both  Willsford 
and  WatafeUa. 

Mudahim  had  been  entered 
for  the  Liverpool  Grand 
National  and  it  was  only  last 
week  that  tbe  decision  was 
made  to  go  to  Ireland  instead. 
“I  thought  these  fences  would 
suit  him  better,"  explained 
the  trainer.  “As  he  bad  prob- 
lems with  his  Jumping  before 
he  came  to  me  and  for  a while 
after  I thought  it  wiser  than 
going  to  Aintree." 

Mudahim.  an  11 -year-old, 
only  Joined  Pitman  last  sum- 
mer from  Chris  Broad's  stable 
and  since  the  switch  has  won 
over  £100,000  for  his  syndicate 
of  owners,  the  In  Toucb  Rac- 
ing Club. 

Titley  rode  a patient  race 
on  the  first  circuit  but  moved 
up  Mudahim  to  dispute  tbe 
lead  with  C-orymandel  going 
out  into  the  country  for  tbe 
second  time. 

It  was  a mile  from  home 
that  tbe  jockey  decided  if  was  f 


time  to  seize  the  Iniadve  and, 
head  down  in  his  round- 
shouldered.  crouched  style, 
drove  Mudahim  to  the  front 
The  objective  was  to  steal  a 
decisive  advantage.  That 
proved  impossible  in  the  cir- 
cumstances but  victory  was 
theirs  anyhow.  Mudahim 
seemed  injured  when  he  was 
pulled  up  but  after  an  exami- 
nation having  been  unsad- 
dled, proved  to  be  sound. 

Mrs  Pitman  became  the 
first  woman  to  train  a Grand 
National  winner  with  Cor- 
biere in  1983  and  she  achieved 
a similar  feat  when  winning 
the  Cheltenham  Gold  Cup 
with  Burro  ugh  H£U  Lad  a 
year  later. 

The  Lam  bo  urn  trainer  has 
an  empathy  with  horses  verg- 
ing on  the  genius  and  spends 
hours  studying  her  animals 
in  their  stable  boxes. 

She  now  has  the  chance  to 
land  two  Nationals  within  a 
week  when  she  sends  Smith’s 
Band  and  Nahthen  Land  to 
Aintree  on  Saturday.  Only 
the  unro  mantle  would  bet 
against  her. 


Pitman  — “That  was  a real  thrill' 


Richard  Williams 


NOW  1 know  why  Ber- 
nie  Ecclestone  sold 
Formula  One  to  ITV. 
It  wasn't  the  £70  mil- 
lion. That  was  just  a bonus. 

No,  he  knew  it  would  drive  us 
into  the  arms  of  digital  televi- 
sion, in  which  he  has  a far 
deeper  interest 
That  much  seems  disturb- 
ingly obvious  after  a weekend 
spent  absorbing  the  commer- 
cial channel’s  attempt  to  de- 
liver an  enhanced  version  of 
what  the  BBC  used  to  give  us. 
And  tbe  result  was  bad  enough 
£o  suggest  that  the  noise  of  a 
grid  full  ofTOO-horsepower  en- 
gines will  soon  be  drowned  by 
the  sound  cflawnmowers 
being  revved  up  as  the  nation 
discovers  a more  satisfying 
way  of  spending  a sunny  Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Starting  at  the  most  basic 
leveL  the  pictures  of  Sunday's 
Brazilian  Grand  Prix  were  a 
disgrace.  Unbelievably,  Eccles- 
tone still  allows  the  host  broad- 
caster in  each  country  to  call 
the  shots  for  their  home  grand 
prix.  So  ITV  was  forced  to  take 
file  feed  from  its  Brazilian 
equivalent,  using  pictures  cho- 
sen by  the  local  director. 

This  person,  despite  plying 
his  or  her  trade  in  a country 
that  produced  three  world 
champions,  gave  evidence  erf 
never  having  seen  a motor 
race  before.  The  only  thing 
worth  watching,  in  their  view, 
as  the  race  leader. 

Racing;  of  course,  is  not  like 
that  While  Jacques  ViHe- 
neuve  sprinted  off  into  the  dis- 
tance, the  action  worth  our 
dose  attention  was  taking 
place  Anther  down  the  field. 
Yet,  no  doubt  to  the  delight  of 
VUleneuve’s  sponsors,  we 
were  forced  to  watch  the  Wil- 
HamsJtenaultooimpletingZap 
after  uneventful  lap  while 
Schumacher,  Berger,  Hak- 
kinen,  Panis  and  Alesi  were 
scrapping  it  out  unseen. 

The  point  of  digital  TV  is 
that  it  will  liberate  us  from  the 
tyranny  of  a idiotat  the  con- 
trols, allowing  each  of  us  to  call 
the  shots  for  ourselves.  Per- 
sonally, however,  I have  never 
wanted  to  be  a television  direc- 
tor, even  at  weekends.  I would 
rather  be  in  the  hands  of  some- 
one with  the  competence 
and  intelligence  to  do  the  job 
properly. 

This  sort  of  frustration  used 
to  occur&nm  time  to  time  in 


tbe  BBC’s  day,  but  an  unbro- 
ken transmission  made  it  poss- 
ible to  compensate,  if  you  were 
prepared  to  summon  all  your 
concentration  and  absorb 
every  fleeting  bit  of  informa- 
tion. And  therein  lies  the  real 
problem  with  HVs  coverage. 

Once  upon  a time  it  was  the 
teams  that  had  pit-stop  strate- 
gies. Now,  thanks  to  ITV.  it  is 
the  viewers.  For  the  hour  and  a 
half  of  the  race  we  were  kept  in 
suspense.  Never  mind  whether 
the  cars  on  Goodyear  tyres 
were  planning  a third  stop. 
Would  it  be  a three-stop  strat- 
egy for  us,  or  four? 

The  two-minute  ad  breaks 
would  be  less  of  a problem  If 
tbe  commentator  were  anyone 
other  than  Murray  Walker.  Be- 
fore long  service  and  his  trans- 
parent niceness  turned  Mur- 
ray into  one  of  the  nation’s  folk 
heroes,  his  frequent  mistakes 
were  the  cause  of  serious  irri- 
tation. Gradually  we  learnt  to 
use  the  evidence  of  our  own 
eyes  rather  than  rely  on  his 
over-excited  commentary,  and 
the  irritation  turned  into  fond 
amusement  But  now  we  really 
need  a reliable  commentator, 
and  Murray's  erratic  credibil- 
ity is  suddenly  a problem  once 
more. 

Jfk  FTER  a two-minute 

# \ break  midway  through 
the  race , what  we 
m mrequire  is  an  Instant 
update,  a precise  summary  of 
what  we  have  missed.  And  if 
Murray  was  two  minutes  late 
in  telling  us  that  Damon  HUL 
had  gone  from  ninth  to 
seventh  offthe  start,  which  we 
had  seen  for  ourselves  when  it 
happened,  and  ifhe  failed  to 
notice  that  Berger  had  over- 
taken Hakklnen,  how  can  we 
believe  what  he  tells  us  when 
we  are  reunited  after  a break? 

Martin  Brundle,  his  new 
partner,  should  be  providing 
the  accurate  prompting.  Fine 
as  an  analyst  of  the  action,  so 
far  he  is  no  more  credible  than 
Murray  asa  commentator.  On 
Sunday  he  chattered  on  about 
Johnny  Herbert  when  the  man 
we  were  watching  had  already 
been  correctly  identified  by 
Walker  as  Herbert's  team- 
mate Nicola  Larini. 

When  Walker  resumed  the 
commentary,  he  repeated  Lar- 
ini’s  name  without  explicitly 
correcting  Brundle's  error. 

This  highlighted  another  prob- 
lem: the  two  of  them  are  so 
keen  not  to  damage  the  credi- 
bility of  their  new  partner  and 
of  the  programme  as  a whole 
that  they  are  not  inclined  to 
rectify  the  other  man’s  errors, 
even  though  this  is  doing  the 
viewer  a disservice 

I can  think  of  someone  who 
wouldn't  have  stood  for  that 
Wherever  he  is  spending  the 
afterlife,  James  Hunt  must  be 
first  in  the  queue  for  one  of 
Benzie’s  digital  decoders. 


Schoolboy  Luke,  1 3,  is  world’s 
youngest  international  master 


Venables  director  quits 


Leonard  Barden 


Luke  McSHANE.  the  13- 
year-old  chess  prodigy, 
hns  become  the  youngest  UK 
international  master,  break- 
ing the  age  record  held  by 
Nigel  Short  and  Matthew 
Sadler  by  more  than  a year. 


McSbane . . . chess  prodigy 


Judit  Polgar  of  Hungary  set 
the  all-time  record  in  1988  at 
12.  but  Luke  Is  now  tbe  youn- 
gest IM  in  the  world  after 
scoring  the  third  and  final 
result  he  needed  at  Gelsen- 
kirchen this  weekend. 

His  two  previous  IM  norms 
were  achieved  at  small  UK 
events  at  Edinburgh  and  Car- 
diff, but  the  German  event 
was  far  stronger  with  a field 
of  84  masters  and  experts, 
mostly  German  and  East 
European  professionals. 

Luke  finished  eighth,  scor- 
ing 6'/j  points  from  his  10 
games  with  four  wins  and  five 
draws,  including  one  with  the 
tournament  winner,  the 
Ukraine  grandmaster  Kon- 
stantin Lerner.  His  single  de- 
feat came  against  tbe  No.  Z 
Czech  grandmaster  and  top 
seed.  Sergei  Movsesian. 

Luke's  father,  mother  and 
stepfather  are  all  journalists, 
a line  that  continued  when  he 
recently  Joined  the  Sunday 
Express  as  chess  columnist. 

hi  a few  days  he  returns  to 
Westminster  School  as  an  or- 
dinary pupil,  but  with  the 
British  Championship  to  look 
forward  to  at  Hove  in  August 


Nick  Varfey  on  the  angry  resignation  of  a 
Portsmouth  stalwart  over  running  of  the  dub 


THE  business  methods 
of  the  former  England 
coach  Terry  Venables 
are  in  the  spotlight  again 
following  the  resignation  of 
a director  at  his  new  clnb 
Portsmouth. 

Vic  Jenner.  a local  busi- 
nessman and  former  magis- 
trate, resigned  from  the 
board  in  protest  at  the  way 
the  clnb  is  being  run  by  the 
chairman  Venables  and  his 
business  associate  Eddie 
Ashby. 

An  official  statement 
from  Fratton  Park  put  the 
resignation  down  to  the  di- 
rector wanting  to  spend 
more  time  with  his  family, 
but  he  told  a different 
story. 

“I  have  resigned  because 
after  a lifetime  in  business 
I was  used  to  certain  stan- 
dards of  practice  and  those 
were  not  being  met,”  he 
said. 

“I  am  proud  of  my  stan- 
dards and  felt  I had  no  al- 


ternative but  to  resign.  I 
have  resigned  because  I 
was  unhappy  with  certain 
aspects  of  the  club’s 
administration." 

Of  the  clnb’s  official 
statement  he  added: 
“That’s  not  true  at  alL  I’m 
disappointed  that  the  dab 
has  suggested  anything  like 
that.” 

Exactly  which  aspects  of 
the  administration  pro- 
voked objections  from  Jen- 
ner, a director  for  three 
years,  was  unclear  but  his 
language  bore  a marked 
similarity  to  that  used  by 
Alan  Sugar  when  he  forced 
out  Venables  at  Tottenham. 

The  two  men  have  been 
engaged  In  a legal  war  of 
attrition  ever  since.  The  De- 
partment of  Trade  and  In- 
dustry also  became  in- 
volved and  threatened  to 
disqualify  Venables  from 
being  a company  director. 

Last  night  Venables  was 
unavailable  for  comment. 


but  an  official  statement 
said:  “We  are  sorry  to  see 
Vic  leave  the  board  but 
understand  his  reasons.  We 
extend  oar  thanks  to  him 
for  all  the  time  and  hard 
work  he  has  put  in  and 
wish  him  all  the  best  in  his 
retirement.” 

Jenner  was  furious  at  the 
misrepresentation  of  the 
reason  for  his  resignation. 

“When  I decided  . to  go  X 
agreed  a statement  which 
would  be  released  by  the 
chib  — but  when  it  was 
released  it  was  not  the 
statement  I had  agreed  and 
I was  not  happy  with  it. 

“There  are  certain  indi- 
viduals within  the  club  tak- 
ing responsibilities  which 
they  should  not  be  given,  I 
am  not  willing  to  name 
names. 

“I  have  been  a lifelong 

supporter  of  Portsmouth 
and  with  the  clnb  in  a play- 
off position  and  doing  so 
well  this  season  this  is  not  a 
decision  X have  taken 
lightly. 

‘*1  have  to  say  I do  not 
like  the  way  the  club  is  now 
being  run.” 


The  Emergency  was  only  20  years  ago,  but  it  seems  an  unreachable 
era.  The  public  are  not  to  be  instructed,  but  seduced.  “Work  is 
worship”  has  long  since  been  replaced  by  slogans  for  mobile 
phones,  saris,  fans,  faxes,  airlines.  One  that  I liked  read;  “before 
air  pollution  kills  you  slowly,  choose  ‘Forest  Air*  air  freshener.” 


US  story 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  20,926 

Set  by  Fawley 


Across 


1  Examiner  has  car  with 
recurrent  corrosion  (7) 

S  Wine  is  almost  heaven. 

taken  after  tea  (7) 

9  Previously  popular,  a sad 
doctor  gets  about  very 
rarely  (4,2,1  A4) 

10  Show  respect — that  is  a 
large  knife  (5) 

11  Forced  to  hide  false  alarm  In 
a sort  of  Jam  (9) 

12  Spreading  growth  of 
lnsuftingterms[ike“birtr 
and  “wimp”?  (9) 

14  Make  a little  progress  In 
most  of  finances  (5) 

15  Landing-pier  may  be  very 

dark  (5) 

is  About  to  bow,  taken  in  by 
friend  of  church  official  (&) 
IS  Just  the  same  gunner  drunk 
in  bed  (9) 


21  Ambassador  in  love, 
consumed  with  jealousy  (5) 

22  Spoke  tactlessly  as  one 
slipped  into  brogue 
(3A4.2.2) 

23  Attempt  to  dress  girl  where 
leather’s  made  (7) 

24  Machinery  that  is  burnt  out 
(7) 

Down 


1 1 exist  in  deep  steep,  set  up 
like  a primitive  life-form  (7) 

2 He  headed  for  London, 
reaching  1 0Omph  — 
following  week  detectives 
turned  up  (4,11) 

3 Make  foeUe  attempt  to 
listen  more  than  once  a 
month  (3-6) 

4 Field  covered  by  Old  Moore 
—almanacs  (5) 

8 Poet,  after  conversion, 
gloried  in  the  church  (9) 


I 20,929 


6 New  in  a field — the  field  of 
battfa?  (5) 

7 Versatile  gemts  in  Old  Vtc 
— one  RADA  trained  (8,2,5) 

8 Honest  after  moral 
instruction  (7) 

13  Newspaper  almost  cunning, 
in  a specific  way?  (9) 

14  Charge  up.  interrupting 
hunter's  assistant — one  of 

the  old  guard  (9) 

18  Lifting  gear  on  vessel  — it 
may  be  worth  mitBons  (7) 

17  Clothes  for  baby  that’s 
overdue,  still  stashed  away 
(7) 

19  Fury  about  name  for  fine  of 
products  (5) 

20  Frsh  experiment  ignores 
unknown  factor  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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